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Notes
WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting #40

June 19, 2008

9:00am - 2:00pm MDT

Crystal Inn Hotel

230 West 500 South

Salt Lake City, UT  84101

Meeting Call-in:  (720) 962-7661
Pass Code:  061901#
Time
I.
Introductions/Arrangements – All  Dave Shelton welcomed the group to Salt Lake City.  Mary Kipp from El Paso was in attendance and is El Paso’s new legal subcommittee representative.
II.
Determination of a Quorum – Deise  A quorum was present.
III.
Approval of Agenda – All  No changes.  The agenda was approved.
IV.
Approval of Meeting #39 Minutes – Reinhold  The notes from Meeting #39 were approved.
V.
Communications Subcommittee - Reinhold/Woolley


A.
Communications of Pricing Experiment to Stakeholders
The Pricing Experiment Filing Documents were posted on the website prior to the actual filing and were replaced with the official version after filing.  Copies were emailed to known interested stakeholders.  The experiment was also reported in Platts Electric Power Daily and Gary Ackerman’s weekly Burrito.

B.
Identification of Stakeholder Segments & Outreach Efforts  No progress this month.
VI.
Finance Report – Deise
The WestConnect Financial Statement had been distributed several weeks ago.  One participant is in arrears for one month, but has been unable to find the exact billing.  It was suggested that dates in the billing be hard coded rather than having a date generated automatically when a file is opened.
The Planning Financial Statement shows monthly expenditures more in line with budget than in past months.  It appears that the intensive efforts associated with base case development are completed.  Several participants have outstanding billings.
KR Saline billing rates under the planning area were questioned.  Bob Easton joined the call for this discussion and was asked to follow up with an update from KR Saline on 2008 billing rates.

It was also suggested that the planning financial reports for information purposes.
VII.
Project Manager's Report - Reinhold

A. Monthly Activities – Reinhold
Reinhold reviewed his activities over the past month.  He attended the Western Conference of Public Service Commissioners annual meeting this week in Montana and participated in a panel on transmission planning and future challenges.  He reported that his comments included a call on cooperation among state commissions to aid in the siting of multi-state lines, possibly including production of a protocol to guide transmission developers.  At that same meeting, representatives from the Colorado PUC announced the opening of an investigatory docket for transmission planning activities.  The Commission is requesting comments by July 18, and there will be a multi-state PUC hearing in San Francisco on August 12 to explore the issue further.  Reinhold will not be able to attend that meeting and requested that other WestConnect members consider attending.

B.
Market Enhancement Initiatives


1.
Pricing – Richardson
FERC issued a Fed Reg Notice on the experiment with a 30 day comment period.  Comments are due on July 10.
JW Smith met with OATI regarding specifications for OASIS changes to implement the experiment.  Once the specs are drafted, the Pricing Work Group will need to meet to discuss.  A meeting on July 24 (the day prior to the WCSC meeting) was suggested.  Mark Hackney and Jagjit Singh will brief the wesTTrans Technical Committee members from WestConnect on the proposed specifications.


2.
Virtual Control Area - Smith, JW
NREL studies are progressing.  The VCA WG needs to make sure they are comfortable with NREL’s assumptions and projected outputs from the study.

The contingency reserves sharing activities continue to be on hold pending NERC & NAESB activities.  There is a meeting among NTTG, Columbia Grid & WestConnect on June 30 to discuss enhanced regulation sharing activities and reserve sharing.
The Agreements and Operating Groups for ADI met June 18.  BPA contract issues were discussed.  There were also concerns about impacts on COI from the inclusion of southern Western Interconnection balancing authorities.  The operating group will meet to discuss the issues and concerns and make recommendations on the structure of the enlarged ADI operations.  The group also discussed the fact that any participant can either locally suspend operations in the case of overloads, or instigate a “global” suspend if it believes operations are critical.  Similarly, the operating group will discuss whether one or two “bubbles” are appropriate for operations.
In order to accommodate the new participants, BCTC will need to install two gateways on its AREVA EMS system, with the cost borne by all of the ADI participants.  The new participants will also incur BCTC development costs to be borne by the new participants.  BCTC will begin implementation for all participants who have signed an Addendum by August 1, with operations of the enlarged group set to begin December 1, 2008.

Vicken expressed concerns about ADI operations on northern California unscheduled flow mitigation procedures.  JW Smith asked Vicken to prepare an issue paper on the subject.
PacifiCorp will be hosting training for ADI later this year.


3.
Transmission Products – Taylor
No report.


4.
Flow Based Market Investigation – Taylor
No report.

C.
Regional Planning - Whisler
Laurel distributed copies of SWAT reports filed at the Arizona Corporation Commission last month.

Laurel summarized the WestConnect report to TEPPC at its last meeting:
· Transfer capability workshop on May 21

· Base Case develop meeting on May 21

· Website enhancements:  Planning map enhancements (voltage level selection & zoom)

· WCSC meeting June 19

Laurel mentioned FERC statements in recently issued Attachment K orders for RTOs that FERC intends to hold regional meetings in 2009 to assess progress under those Attachments K.
Jim Beck reported on the status of the Pacific Southwest Planning Association (PSPA).  The group has a final document out for legal review to determine whether to formally join.  SMUD, LADWP, TANC and Western are reviewing the document.  The document is scheduled to be circulated for formal participation in early July.
VIII.
MRTU - K Smith/Kasarjian
CAISO approached SMUD late last year about the need for better modeling of transactions to and from the SMUD system.  The discussion later morphed into an issue of pricing for those transactions.  Kevin reported that he believes the approach currently being proposed for SMUD will be expanded for other neighboring control areas.  Kevin referenced the issue paper distributed to the Steering Committee members prior to the meeting and requested members to review the paper and consider a response.
The major issue is the requested exchange of information, which could be used for many purposes in the future and compromise market positions of those entities that give information to CAISO.  Ultimately, the CAISO LMP market design will only function well if the ISO has such information from all entities in the Western Interconnection.
A major concern is that CAISO will not separate data into reliability and market portions, but will use any data submitted for the benefit of CAISO market operations.
SMUD, TANC and Western will bring the issue before the WECC Seams Issues Subcommittee at its June meeting, and believe that the other WestConnect members ought to be concerned about the CAISO proposal. 
The Steering Committee suggested that the issue be taken up by the Legal Subcommittee under the sponsorship of one of the participants as was suggested at the last steering committee meeting.  SMUD will take on the role of coordinator for this role using Kevin Smith.
IX.
Website - Reinhold

Revisions to the Planning Map have been incorporated into the website as reported under the Regional Planning report.  An issue with email contacts under the website was discovered and fixed.
X.
Legal Subcommittee - Reinhold

A.
Non-Profit Organization – Whisler
Laurel reported on the discussion with an SRP attorney regarding protection of the “WestConnect” tradename.  The question arises with the pending termination of the extension periods of WestConnect’s trademark “Intent to Issue” application, which cannot be completed since WestConnect has no products or services in commercial use.  Even if WestConnect were to secure a trademark, protection of the mark would entail litigation against other users of the name.  The SRP advice is to consider changes to the WestConnect MOU to give each WestConnect an undivided ownership interest in the name.  Another suggestion would be to file WestConnect as a trade name in each state, potentially only within the western interconnection where WestConnect has visibility.
The Steering Committee determined not to pursue further efforts to obtain a trademark or tradename (i.e., let the current application lapse), and to consider changes to the MOU when other events dictate the need for other modifications.

B.
Document Storage - Deise
Reinhold will collect and store original copies of major WestConnect documents.
XI.
Meeting Schedule Attachment 1 – Deise
The July WCSC meeting has been moved from July 24 to July 25 at Tri-State’s offices.
XII.
Action Items – Beck
· APS:  Revise billings to have due dates hard coded and not automatically generated.
· Request 2008 billing rates for KR Saline through the Planning Management Committee.
· Begin distribution of Planning Financial Reports to the Planning Management Committee.

· Review PSCO responses to CPUC Order and organize a legal subcommittee conference call to assess whether there is a common WestConnect position to include in comments to CPUC.
· Distribute request for WREZ committee participation to WCSC.

· SMUD to prepare an issue paper on potential unscheduled flow associated with expanded ADI operations and forward to JW Smith for consideration by the Virtual Control Area Work Group.
· Kevin Smith will take the legal subcommittee lead on pursuing MRTU IBAA issues.
· Participants with documents with original signatures will forward them to Reinhold for storage.
· Gary Harper to contact Bob Easton (Planning Management Committee Chair) to discuss need for PMC oversight to KR Saline Activities under the consulting agreement.
XIII.
Adjournment

Agenda

Attachment 1
WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting 2008 Schedule

Date







Location
July 25






Denver (TriState)

August 21






Teleconference
September 25






Reno

October 23






Sacramento

November 13






El Paso

December 18






Teleconference

Attendees:

	
	Name
	Company
	Phone
	e-mail

	
	In the Room
	
	
	

	1
	Cary Deise
	APS
	(602) 250-1232
	Cary.deise@aps.com

	2
	Joe Taylor
	PSCO
	303-571-7462
	joseph.c.taylor@xcelenergy.com

	3
	Dill Ramsay
	TSGT
	303-254-3450
	dramsay@tristategt.org

	4
	Dave Shelton
	WAPA
	801-524-4012
	shelton@wapa.gov

	5
	Jim McMorran
	SPPC/NPC
	775-834-4640
	jmcmorran@sppc.com

	6
	Jim Beck
	TANC
	916-852-1673
	jim_beck2@hotmail.com

	7
	Laurel Whisler
	SRP
	602-236-3854
	ljwhisle@srpnet.com

	8
	Kevin Smith
	SMUD & IID
	916-835-6454
	kslegal@surewest.net

	9
	Vicken Kasarjian
	SMUD
	916-732-5727
	vkasarj@smud.org

	10
	Mary Kipp
	EPE
	915-543-5776
	mkipp@epelectric.com

	11
	Dennis Malone
	EPE
	915-543-5757
	dmalone@epelectric.com

	12
	Jerry Smith
	APS
	602-250-1135
	jerry.smith@aps.com

	13
	Charles Reinhold
	WestConnect
	(208) 253-6916
	reinhold@globalcrossing.net

	
	
	
	
	

	
	On the Phone:
	
	
	

	14
	Bruce Evans
	SWTC
	520-586-5336
	bevans@swtransco.coop

	15
	Lynn Richardson
	WAPA
	970-461-7440
	lerichrd@wapa.gov

	16
	Tim Woolley
	Xcelenergy.com
	303-571-7227
	Timothy.b.woolley@xcelenergy.com

	17
	Janella Battles
	NPC
	
	

	18
	Greg Miller
	PNM
	505-241-4570
	gmiller@pnm.com

	19
	Bob Easton
	WAPA
	
	

	20
	Mo Beshir
	LADWP
	
	

	21
	Jason Chan
	LADWP
	
	


