NOTES
WestConnect Steering Committee Teleconference Meeting #46

December 18, 2008

9:00am - 11:00am MST

8:00am – 10:00am PST

Meeting Call-in:  (866) 844-0636

Conference Code:  2501110

I.
Introductions/Arrangements - All

II.
Determination of a Quorum – Deise  A quorum was present.  Dennis Malone was unable to attend but called the Project Manager for an update later in the day.
III.
Approval of Agenda – All  The Agenda was approved as distributed.
IV.
Approval of Meeting #45 Minutes – Reinhold  The Notes of the November 14, 2008 were approved with no changes.
V.
Joint Initiatives – Reinhold/Smith, JW
The Products & Services Group met last week and worked on the development of two business practices, one for scheduling within an hour and another for sale of transmission service for less than an hour.  There will be a conference call among a group of experts on wesTTrans OASIS this week to determine the technical requirements.

Paul Arnold (Columbia Grid) made a presentation to WECC last week that appeared to be well received.

P & S will meet again in January in San Diego.  The Think Tank Group will also meet in San Diego on January 8.
VI.
Finance Report – Gardanier
Steering Committee Report:  Overall expenditures continue to be under budget for the year, although web services are over budget, in large part because of the work involved in modifying the website for planning activities.  All invoices are current.

Planning Report:  Expenditures were over-budget for November and are over-budget for the year.  The largest variances are in report writing and base case development.  A contingency invoice is included in the summary, but has not yet been approved by the Planning Management Committee.  All invoices are current.
VII.
Project Manager's Report - Reinhold


A.
Monthly Activities - Reinhold
A written report on activities was distributed prior to the meeting.  Most items were discussed earlier in the agenda.

B.
Market Enhancement Initiatives



1.
Pricing – Richardson
The FERC 205 filing was delivered on December 12, 2008 with a request for an effective date on the Regional Tariffs of February 11, 2009.  The timing will not allow commencement of the experiment on February 1, as previously planned, but there is no reason to believe it cannot start on March 1.

PSCO, SWTC and TEP  have not yet designated Pricing Management Committee representatives.  The Pricing MC has the responsibility to determine that all start-up activities have been completed and the Pricing Experiment can begin, as well as the responsibility to assess the progress of the Experiment and make periodic status reports.


2.
Virtual Control Area - Smith, JW
The ADI participants met by conference call and approved a budget for next year.  There are some increases coming along with the expansion of membership as well as a result of additional monitoring to address WECC concerns.  The start-up allocations next year will average near $30,000 per member and should drop to around $8,000 per member thereafter.
WECC developed a letter requesting evaluation of “two-bubble” operations over the first 6 months of operations with the expanded membership

The NREL study plan remains unchanged with preliminary results due in the 2nd quarter of 09 and a final report in the middle of the year.  Laurel agreed to forward notes from a recent Technical Oversight Committee meeting to the Steering Committee.
Taylor reported that SPP members had postponed analysis on the combination of SPP BAs and instead was looking to implement an VCA similar to this one.



3.
Transmission Products – Taylor
No report.  


4.
Flow Based Market Investigation – Taylor
The work group met on December 3 and reviewed presentations on the potential paths previously identified.  The upshot was that results were a little surprising in that the perception of congestion was not corroborated by the material presented.  That result may lead to a need to consider a shift to a more general analysis of flow base in the future rather than an experiment on specific paths.  

The work group will next meet on January 15 in Las Vegas.  Joe will forward the meeting info to the Steering Committee.

C.
Regional Planning – Harper
The draft Annual Plan and Report are now posted on the Website.  The Annual Meeting will be held January 14, 2009 in Las Vegas at NPC offices.

The Planning Management Committee is reviewing and updating the Planning Objectives and Procedures.  One item affecting the Steering Committee involves consideration and approval of the Annual Transmission Plan & Report.  Previously the PMC was to recommend a Plan & Report and the Steering Committee was to approve the final documents, but with a shift in Membership now between the PMC and the SC, there is a desire that the document be controlled by the Planning Mangement Committee.  No concerns were expressed, but there was a request to put the item on the agenda for the next WCSC meeting.

D.
Website



1.  Update – Reinhold
Charlie has not yet finalized proposals for revisions to the website to update & “freshen” the text.  Given the holidays, he will distribute proposed revisions early next year.


2.  Links to Generator Request Queries - Harper

By email vote following the last WCSC meeting, creation of the links was approved.  Laurel, Charlie & Karen Carroll will work on implementation details for presentation at the January WCSC meeting
VIII.
Legal Subcommittee - Reinhold

The Legal Subcommittee was actively involved in the FERC 205 filing process for the Regional Pricing Experiment.  Additionally, the subcommittee considered, but did not suggest WestConnect involvement, in protesting the CAISO MRTU/IBAA compliance filing.  Protests were due on that filing on December 16, and a number of WestConnect members individually made filings.  Laurel discussed a CAISO presentation she had seen that suggested CAISO is expanding its full-network model into Nevada and Arizona and will forward a copy for distribution to the Steering Committee.
IX.
Meeting Schedule Attachment 1 - Deise

No changes to the schedule.  Next meeting in San Diego on January 20.  Charlie will make the meeting arrangements.
X.
Action Items - Reinhold


· Laurel to forward Planning Budget info and Information on approval processes between the Planning Management Committee & WCSC to Cary for distribution.
· Compile an overview presentation of Planning issues for the next WCSC meeting.
· PSCO, SWTC & TEP need to name Pricing Management Committee representatives.

· Laurel to forward NREL Technical Oversight Committee notes to Cary for distribution.

· Joe Taylor to forward Flow Base Meeting info for Jan. 15, 2009 to Cary for distribution.

· Add a discussion of WCSC oversight of Regional Planning Activities to the January WCSC Agenda.
· JW Smith to bring a recommendation on ATC implementation documents to the next WCSC meeting.
· Add an IBAA item to the next WCSC meeting.  Laurel to forward a CAISO presentation to Cary for distribution.
XI.
Adjournment

ATTENDANCE

	
	Name
	Company
	Phone
	e-mail

	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Cary Deise
	APS
	602-250-1232
	Cary.deise@aps.com

	2
	Dill Ramsay
	TSGT
	303-254-3450
	dramsay@tristategt.org

	3
	David Shelton
	WAPA
	801-524-4012
	shelton@wapa.gov

	4
	Joe Taylor
	PSCO
	303-571-7462
	Joseph.c.taylor@xcelenergy.com

	5
	Charles Reinhold
	WestConnect
	208 253-6916
	reinhold@globalcrossing.net

	6
	Kelly Potter
	APS
	602-250-2512
	Kelly.potter@aps.com

	7
	Bruce Evans
	SWTC
	520-586-5336
	bevans@swtransco.coop 

	8
	Laurel Whisler
	SRP
	602-236-3854
	ljwhisle@srpnet.com

	9
	Brian Gardanier
	APS
	602-250-4733
	brian.gardanier@aps.com

	10
	Jerry Smith
	APS
	602-250-1135
	Jerry.smith@aps.com

	11
	Greg Miller
	PNM
	520-745-3420
	rbelval@tep.com

	12
	Jim McMorran
	NVEnergy
	775-834-4640
	jmcmorran@nvenergy.com 

	13
	Tim Woolley
	PSCO
	303-571-7227
	Timothy.b.woolley@xcelenergy.com

	14
	Craig Cameron
	SMUD
	916-732-5363
	CCamero@smud.org

	
	
	
	
	

	
	OTHERS??
	
	
	


Attachment 1

WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting 2009 Schedule
Date







Location
January 20






San Diego

February 17






Las Vegas

March 17






Sacramento (SMUD)

April 21






Teleconference
May 19






Albuquerque

June 24






Denver (PS Co)

July 21







Salt Lake City

August 18






Teleconference
September 15






Reno

October 20






Phoenix (APS)

November 17






El Paso

December 15






Teleconference

