
WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting #39

May 15, 2008

8:00 am – 1:00 pm MDT

Public Service of New Mexico

414 Silver Ave. SW

La Luz Conference Room on 2nd Floor

Albuquerque, NM  87103

Meeting Call in:  (888) 251-3334

Pass code:  225407 followed by the # sign

NOTES
I.     Introductions/Arrangements – All

II.    Determination of a Quorum – Deise
A quorum was present.
III.   Approval of Agenda – All
No changes suggested.  The agenda was approved.
IV.   Approval of Meeting #38 Minutes – Reinhold
The minutes were approved as written.
V.    Communications Subcommittee – Reinhold/Woolley

A.    Communications of Pricing Experiment to Stakeholders





B.     Identification of Stakeholder Segments & Outreach Efforts
Tim outlined the Pricing Experiment communication process which is basically to contact key stakeholder groups ahead of the filing to gain support of the effort.  Additionally, trade press reporters will be contacted.

Tim also outlined a straw proposal for a communications plan and requested comments over the next month or so to finalize the plan.  A key component of the plan will be the use of the website which has become a great vehicle for communicating WestConnect activities.  Use of an exploder list would be very helpful.  The SC discussion touched on the need for TO representation in outreach efforts, the use of corporate communications departments and the need for creating a fact sheet for distribution by WestConnect or WestConnect TO representatives at meetings or forums they attend.
There was a suggestion to include a section in the Straw Proposal on how WestConnect should deal with industry press.
SRP recalled that a Western Market Initiatives report had been prepared a few years ago that could provide a model for communications and will find and distribute an electronic copy.
VI.    Finance Report – Gardanier
WestConnect:  April costs were slightly over budget, but still under budget for the year.  The arithmetic error in Charlie’s February Invoice is corrected on the April invoice.  There are 3 outstanding invoices, but only by a matter of weeks.
Regional Planning:  The April billing came in slightly over budget, with an accumulated annual overage for the year of approximately $ 40 K.  There was some discussion whether activities can be brought back into budget by the end of the year.  As with the WestConnect financials, there are 4 outstanding invoices by a matter of weeks.
A.    Approval of Policy on Energy Load Value Reporting – Shelton
This is a discussion item and not ready for approval.  The issue is a holdover from a previous discussion about consistent use of annual energy delivered to load for WestConnect dues calculation purposes.  Dave commented that if the EIA, FERC and RUS forms are compiled correctly, there should be no need to adjust the dues calculation methodology.  Shelton suggests deleting this item from future agendas.
VII.   Document Storage Responsibility – Deise
Formal WestConnect documents in the past have been kept in a variety of places on an ad hoc basis.  A recent experience in attempting to find signature pages leads to the discussion of where in the future documents should formally reside.  The WCSC leaned toward having Reinhold be the repository for hard copy corporate documents, but that most documents should be stored in electronic format on the website.  There was discussion whether some or all of the document might need to be password protected.
VIII   Project Manager’s Report – Reinhold





A.    Monthly Activities – Reinhold
Reinhold reviewed his monthly activity report.  He reported that WestConnect had been invited to join UWIG as a corporate (association) member at an annual dues rate of $1,000.00.  UWIG is a technical interface group between wind and solar manufacturers, plant builders & plant operators and the electric utility industry.  UWIG does not pursue policy issues or lobby for policy change.  Members were asked to consider the request for discussion/approval at the June WCSC meeting.

Reinhold reported on the Pricing Work Group meetings with FERC Commissioners.  Notes from the meetings were attached to the monthly report.  The meetings were positive and all indications are that the Commission would act quickly and affirmatively on the WestConnect request for Declaratory Order.
Regarding future activities, Tim Woolley requested that Reinhold make a presentation to a meeting of PSCO wholesale customers on June 9 in Denver.

B.    Market Enhancement Initiatives 



1.  Pricing – Richardson
Lynn reviewed the FERC meetings and the discussions with the wesTTrans Technical Committee.  Reinhold will hold the pen for drafting the final filing documents.  The target date for filing is June 1.  APS has agreed to front the filing fees (estimated to be $21,000.00) and the proposal is to share those fees among the filing companies on the same basis as WestConnect costs are shared.  Reinhold will distribute a spreadsheet with the calculations following the WCSC meeting.


2.  Virtual Control Area – Reinhold
Bonneville Power Administration, Puget Sound Energy and Seattle City Light have executed addenda to the ADI agreement and will join in the ACE Interchange as soon as data links can be incorporated into the BCTC EMS system.  Carol Opatrny and BCTC representatives met with CAISO to outline the functionality and goals of the ADI program.  It was reported that Yakout Mansour directed staff of the CAISO to investigate whether CAISO could and would want to join the ADI program.  One outcome of the discussion was that the ADI needs to be more carefully described as a reliability initiative and not an energy (and therefore market related) product.


3.  Transmission Products – Taylor
No report.


4.  Flow Based Market Investigation – Taylor
No report.

C.    Compliance Work Group – Shelton
No report.  Shelton suggests deleting this item from future agendas.
IX.    Project Updates

A.     Regional Planning – Harper
Several planning activities will occur on May 21.  The Annual Transfer Capability Workshop will be held in the morning, and a joint APS/SRP Public Planning meeting will occur in the afternoon.  The ACC Biennial Transmission Assessment meeting will be held the following two days (May 22-23).  All meetings will be in Phoenix.

SWAT and CCPG activities and meetings have been productive.  The Planning Manager has been facilitating those activities as well as preparing the WestConnect base case.

Entegra asked several months ago to have the PV-Jojoba line rerated.  That activity was assigned to Bob Easton (Planning Management Committee Chair) and Bob has initiated a discussion with Becky Turner and will convene a process to consider the Entegra request.
Miller requested that High Plains Express materials (study report) be hosted on the WestConnect website.
X.    WECC Board/Annual Meeting – Woolley
Dave Areghini (SRP) was elected Chair and Vickie Van Zandt (BPA) was elected Vice-Chair.  The Board approved 8 reliability standards, including a change in the reserve requirement to 3% of generation plus 3% of load.  Some new business practices were also adopted.  The WECC budget continues to increase.  The strategic plan was adopted, including reliability, compliance, the credible source of interconnection information, the planning facilitator for the interconnection, and become the policy facilitator for the interconnection.
XI.    Website – Reinhold/Karen Carroll
Carroll reported on the recent activation of the WestConnect Newsletter feature on the website.  WestConnect members were urged to provide any documents or calendar items they come across for posting to the web.  The site will to continue to be successful only if it remains current.

Carroll and Reinhold plan to do a page by page review of the site and update the market enhancement activity pages.
XII    Legal Subcommittee – Lamoreaux


A.  New Chair

Cary asked if anyone was interested in filling the vacant position, but in view of the underwhelming response, Reinhold will handle activities until a new chair is found.  Garcia suggested specifying one attorney to handle specific WestConnect areas rather than an overall chair which might help spread workload.  Reinhold was asked to poll the legal subcommittee to get their reaction.

B.  Trademark/Trade Name
The trademark issue and non-profit corporation formation was summarized.  SRP will have the issue reviewed by one of their in-house attorneys and report back next month.
XIII   Meeting Schedule Attachment 1 – Deise
Next meeting will be in Salt Lake City at the Crystal Inn.
XIV.  Action Items – Reinhold
· All - Consider document storage options for discussion at the next meeting.
· All – Consider pros/cons of UWIG membership for disposition at next meeting.

· Reinhold – Invite NREL to July 24 WCSC meeting for an update on the Wind & Solar Integration Study.

· Reinhold – Arrange a discussion/meeting with PacifiCorp to see if PAC East might be interested in general WestConnect membership or participation in RMRG/SRSG.

· JW Smith – Need to address three areas of investigation in discussions of Virtual Control Area activities (i.e., ADI Participation, NREL Control Area Consolidation Study & Reserve Sharing Arrangement enhancements).
· Reinhold – Distribute Pricing Cost Allocation spreadsheet to be used for the Regional Pricing Experiment (specifically FERC filing fees).
· Reinhold/Carroll – Post High Plains Express report to the website with an announcement to be included in the newsletter.
· SRP to review creation of a non-profit corporation to hold the WestConnect trademark.
· SRP to distribute an electronic copy of the Western Initiatives report.
XV.   Adjournment

Attachment 1 

WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting 2008 Schedule

	Date
	Location

	June 19
	Salt Lake City



	July 24
	Denver (TriState)



	August 21
	Teleconference



	September 25
	Reno



	October 23
	Sacramento



	November 13
	El Paso



	December
	Teleconference




Attendees:

	
	Name
	Company
	Phone
	e-mail

	1
	Cary Deise
	APS
	(602) 250-1232
	Cary.deise@aps.com

	2
	Jim McMorran
	SPPC/NPC
	775-834-4640
	jmcmorran@sppc.com

	3
	Laurel Whisler
	SRP
	602-236-3854
	ljwhisle@srpnet.com

	4
	Tim Woolley
	Xcelenergy.com
	303-571-7227
	Timothy.b.woolley@xcelenergy.com

	5
	Greg Miller
	PNM
	505-241-4570
	gmiller@pnm.com

	6
	Dill Ramsay
	TSGT
	303-254-3450
	dramsay@tristategt.org

	7
	Gary Harper
	SRP
	(602) 236-4343
	gary.harper@srpnet.com

	8
	Charles Reinhold
	WestConnect
	(208) 253-6916
	reinhold@globalcrossing.net

	9
	Brian Gardanier
	APS
	602-250-4733
	brian.gardanier@aps.com

	10
	Frank Barbera
	IID
	760-482-3350
	jmontano@IID.com

	11
	Karen Carroll
	BlackDawg Web Svc
	505-980-8214
	karencarroll@comcast.net

	12
	Raquel Aguilar
	TEP
	520-745-7193
	RaqAguilar@tep.com

	13
	Chuck Garcia
	PNM
	505-241-4939
	Charles.garcia@pnmresources.com

	
	
	
	
	

	
	On Phone:
	
	
	

	14
	Bruce Evans
	SWTC
	520-586-5336
	bevans@swtransco.coop

	15
	Dennis Malone
	EPE
	915-543-5757
	dmalone@epelectric.com

	16
	John Dalessi
	TANC
	(916) 631-4098
	jdalessi@navigantconsulting.com

	17
	Lynn Richardson
	WAPA
	970-461-7440
	lerichrd@wapa.gov

	18
	Joe Tarantino
	SMUD
	916-732-5812
	jtarantino@smud.org

	19
	Dave Shelton
	WAPA
	801-524-4012
	shelton@wapa.gov


