WestConnect Flow Base Work Group

Flow Base Experiment

Meeting #4 (Conference Call)

Februrary 3, 10-11:30 am MST

Attendance:  Joe Taylor, Ryan Wilson, Paul Arnold, Chuck Falls, Charlie Reinhold, David Shomber, Becky Turner, Shane Sanders, Bob Easton, Ron Belval, Bob Johnson, Bob Staton

Meeting Notes:

1.  Joe/Charlie/Jerry to summarize discussions that took place at the Steering Committee meeting on January 20th - Have looked at a lot of data on numerous paths and really haven't found congested paths - there is at least non-firm available.  Generation has been located closely to loads over the last 10 years, and has unloaded historically constrained paths.  The Steering Committee suggested that this group continue to look at any sort of experimental process that could be developed and to fully document the information and conclusions whatever they maybe.  Fully understand flowbased and what the limitation are at least for defensive purposes.  So, this group will continue to plug along.  Look at Four Corners to PV perhaps?    

2.  OATI presentation materials and next steps - We would like to see the presentation they used to review.  Together with ColumbiaGrid - let's request OATI to help us scope out a demonstration project based on a set of objectives we develop.  Joe will document the proposed set of objectives with Bob Johnson and Bob Staton's input and send out a draft by early next week so we can have for our meeting in Phoenix on Feb 18th.  We need some further in-roads into the data-sharing (BA to BA) issue at the WECC-level.  Seems like if you put all your "eggs" in the RC basket - your not spreading the data wide enough to cover failures from a reliability standpoint.  We would need some level of forward-looking data set.  For objectives purposes - can we use historical information to prove-the-concept?  BPA has gone to a flowbased process for their internal system - we need to understand what they are actually doing.  How do you use your rights to re-direct during a curtailment - how does it affect things that happen in real-time.  Can you do a proof-of-concept looking backwards vs. forward? 

3.  WECC westwide model - Could probably get by with the current operating season PTI pflow model to work through the next steps in this workgroup.  Two issues - the model (topology) and the actual software program.  Perhaps develop the distribution factors and may not need to actually run a pflow every hour.  WIT and West-wide model could be used if they are commercially available to this group with no huge associated price tag.  Columbia Grid is in the initial scoping of this idea also.  Where are paths at relative to their SOLs when new requests come in?  If you can show that a flow will occur from a POR to a POD, and it has no scheduling rule limitation, then this "flowbase" would seem viable.  

4.  Other action items from the notes, and any other items the group should discuss - Joe - list of objectives and questions to pose to OATI.  Have it 90% complete, then call Jagjit.  Easton will contact the DSW contact for Mead-Phx and get similar data to the TOT5 information together (rolled-up) and ask them to present at the Feb 18th meeting in Phoenix.  Paul Arnold is very interested in continuing the discussion as ColumbiaGrid is in the start-up mode on this same concept and it would seem advantageous to do something in parallel to get a wider-WECC footprint look and cost-break with any software requirements.

5.
Next Meeting:  February 18, APS Operations, 10 am – 2 pm MST

