Draft Agenda


COLORADO COORDINATED PLANNING GROUP

2011 Study Plan Meeting

Wednesday, January 26, 2011  9:30-2:30

TRI-STATE OFFICES – WESTMINSTER, COLORADO

PICTURE ID REQUIRED FOR SECURITY

1100 W. 116th Avenue
Westminster, CO 80234

Phone Bridge (800) 444-2801 … Access Code 4984346
I. Introductions and meeting arrangements 
Attendance:

Eric Egge

John Collins

Gerald Brooks

Mark Stout

Blane Taylor

Lynn Green

Morey Wolfson

Warren Wendling

Inez Dominguez
Joe Taylor

Tom Green
Bob Easton

Jared Griffiths
Brian Dake

Jack Hardgrave

Vick Howell – RC

Corey Anderson – SPP

Jason Kemper - Enexco

Jeff - Woorley Parsons

Wes Wingen

Shawn Carlson

Jesse 

Jim Hirning

Bob Zeles – PTI

Billy Cutsor

Cliff Berthelot

Troy Richter

Gary Romero – KRSaline

Mark Detsky – Trade Wind Energy

Hari Singh
II. Business
A. Charter
January 2010 is the last revision to the CCPG Charter.  No changes proposed by the group.
III. 2010 Study Plan

A. Goals

Determine study scope for 2011.  
B. Work Groups

1. Lamar – Front Range (Long-Range study plan, also SB100)
Mark Stout and Tom Green – This is a joint study effort between TSGT, XCEL, and BHPL to study generation additions in eastern Colorado.  Steady state analysis is completed.  Transient stability analysis is now underway.  TSGT and XCEL identified planned resources and then opened up the opportunity for others to add generation to study.  Purpose of the study is to identify transmission required for 10 year plans.  Transient analysis expected to take 1-2 months.  A draft report is expected by April 1st with studies to conclude March 1st.  345-kV construction is envisioned with alternatives from single to double circuit.  Project sponsors want to apply for a CPCN this year (2011).  Study calls are held every couple of weeks.
Details of partnership need to be worked out as far as allocations of the project.  TSGT will take lead on report writing.  

This study has been done to support SB100 work.  

Morey requested more details about the double circuit 345-kV.  Mark said the double circuit 345-kV analysis was done in the steady state analysis.  Cost information as to the difference in cost for the alternatives studied will be determined soon.

Final studies will look at double circuit 345-kV out of southeast Colorado.
Joe Taylor – One resource consideration for TSGT appears to still be the Holcomb plant.  Would this transmission project be the project to support this project?  Blane stated that they are keeping their options open as far as generation type.  Studies have not modeled Holcomb generation.

Holcomb is 85 miles east of Lamar.  TSGT’s resource in the study is at Lamar.  A decision had to be made to bound the study to limit the number of alternatives.  Additional transmission would be required to support Holcomb.  The Lamar-Front Range transmission system is envisioned to be able to support at least 2000 MW of generation.  

2. SB100
XCEL is the lead for these studies.  Pawnee-Daniels and Ault-Cherokee studies are the next to be done.  The focus of 2010 studies was to do Lamar-Front Range.  The next study will be the Ault-Cherokee study.  
For Lamar-Front Range it has not been decided exactly what coarse to take as far as a joint CPCN.  Tri-State and XCEL would like to meet with the CPUC to see what the most efficient method is to take this project through the CPCN process.
3. Compliance and Voltage Stability Study

Purpose of this workgroup is to help CCPG TPs meet TPL requirements.  2010 study is completed.  A study scope has been submitted to the workgroup.  2016 HW, 2016 LW, and 2022 HW load scenarios.  Comments and recommendations should be sent to Shawn Carlson.

Inez asked whether this study would take into account the Clean Air Clean Jobs act and the retirement of Cherokee.  XCEL will perform studies to ensure that Cherokee changes will meet NERC/WECC criteria.  Results will be fed into these TPL studies.

4. Voltage Coordination

Annual review of voltage coordination guidelines was completed last year.  This was approved at the December CCPG meeting.  The 2011 annual review will not start until next fall.

Hari questioned whether we are following the WECC variance to VAR-001.  John recognized that it is important to be aware of the WECC variance.  Comments are due to the WECC variance within 30 days.  Once WECC approves the variance, it will take significant time for this to obtain FERC approval.  Once this receives FERC approval the VCG can incorporate the WECC variances.  
Guidelines were developed to help real time operators.  It would be good to discuss the application of this guideline to meet planning criteria.  There was concern expressed that operating and planning criteria do not match.  Inez feels that the planning and operating criteria should match.

Hari feels that maybe we should make a distinction between load busses and regulated busses.  

After more discussion it was thought that the effort should be commenced earlier to discuss the difference between how we operate and how we plan the system.
Inez requested to be part of the next meeting.

5. Base Case Coordination

This will continue on as in the past.  Regular meeting are held to coordinate base case development.
6. Colorado Long-Range Transmission Planning Group (CLRTPG)
This is a 10 year study plan.  The last effort was for 2008-2018.  This did include the SB100 requirements.  Resources in this study were conceptual and did not necessarily match utility plans.  Last year it was proposed to take utilities load and resource plans to do studies.  

Commission NOPR requires a 10 year plan with the first one due February 2012.  This requires RPS, best cost basis for short and long term utilities, no duplication of facilities, and new projects do not impact other utilities.  

Alternatives:

Do a west slope study this year?

Should we be working together to do a 10 year plan for the commission NOPR?  Is a joint study sufficient, or does each utility need to do a study.  Inez felt that from a planning perspective that a joint effort would be sufficient.

Rule was sent out on Friday (recommended decision) and many have not had time to digest.  Inez suggests that utilities read the rule and utilities get together as soon as possible to discuss.

Mark Stout feels that we could possibly use Lamar-Front Range as part of the requirement but that maybe we need to supplement it with studies for other portions of the state.

Tom feels that a CLRTPG study is in order to come up with an overall statewide plan.

An opportunity still exists to comment on the recommended decision.  It is expected that the recommended decision will be required and utilities should begin to plan to meet the requirements in the recommended decision.

A meeting as affected utilities should be held immediately.  Joint input from the utilities would hold the most weight and are more likely to influence the final decision.  

It was proposed that a meeting would be good to get CCPG backing.  The addition of Western, CSU, and PRPA would support comments from jurisdictional utilities.

Utilities agree that a 10 year plan study is needed.  

Mark Stout to put together a scoping meeting for the next CLRTPG meeting.  To the extent that this study will meet docket 10R-526E (proposed transmission planning rules) will be determined at this meeting. 

7. Conceptual Planning Work Group (CPWG)
The last work group meeting discussed how to re-allocate generation at Pawnee, Missile Site, and Vilas.  Some of the generation was changed as it was based off incremental load and not incremental energy.
The main scenarios studied in the CPWG have to deal with carbon reductions, coal retirements, renewable portfolio standards (30% assumed - divided into solar 1/3 and wind 2/3), import and export scenarios (1000-2000 MW).  The coal retirement scenario has not been refined.

STAR report is a close comparison to the 20 year plan produced by CPWG.  One scenario assumed all coal fired power plants over 45 years old were retired.  Morey suggested this might be a good starting point to refine the coal retirement scenario that the CPWG will look at.
This conceptual study should mesh with the 10 year plans being done. 
Next meeting March 11th from 9-11:00.

C. Subcommittees

1. Foothills

There are no new study plans for this year.  An operating assessment of TOT 7 and the Foothills area will be done.  Next meeting is February 8th.

The Ault-Cherokee would be a TOT 7 line that would be studied through the SB100 process.  When this line is studied it will be coordinated with the Foothills Planning Group.

2. DEEP (Denver-Pueblo)
A proposed study plan was sent.  The plan is to use a 2016 HS and a 2021 HS case to look at the area.  Study results are thought to be different due to the addition of the Lamar-Front Range project.  CSU to solicit input.

3. Common Use (Wyoming)
A draft study scope has been put together for the 2011 plan.  Wes would like to schedule a meeting in the middle to later part of February.  2016 HS, 2016 LW,  2022 HS and 2018 LW cases will be used. 

4. Western Slope

Formal closure and approval of the La Plata  study by TOT 2A participants is desired.  Stability analysis has been preformed for Category B events.  Study should be finalized by the end of February.
5. Other
The question was raised as to whether anyone had heard any news about the “New Mexico project” to export from four corners.  No one had seen this in the list of projects going through the WECC Three Phase Path Rating Process.  This project would have to go through the WECC Coordinated Planning and Three Phase Rating Process.  In order for a project to move forward it needs a sponsor who pushes it through the group.  The sponsor would have to push the project through the rating process to get an approved rating.  The New Mexico Governor’s Office sponsored this in 2001-03 time frame.
Looking for a study submitted in the 2003 time frame called the “New Mexico Plan”.  Brian Dake will look for this.

Clean Air Clean Jobs Act should be addressed under the Denver Metro Area subcommittee.
IV. Action / Schedule
Next meeting to be held April 27th at 10:00.
V. Adjourn
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