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WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting #25
March 15, 2007
8:00 am – 3:00 pm

San Diego Marriott Hotel & Marina
I.
Introductions - All
II.
Determination of a Quorum – Deise Quorum determined
III.
Approval of Agenda – All No changes
IV.
Approval of Meeting #24 minutes – Beck Minutes were approved unanimously
V.
CAISO MRTU Seams -– Reinhold 

A. CAISO/WC Issues Resolution Process Charlie discussed his Seams resolution process outline that he had circulated.  Cary handed out path diagram and list for WECC paths that are in RMS.  Cary suggested that for 2A of the outline we could choose some of the paths to monitor for impact from MRTU.  Kevin discussed discussions with Steve Greenleaf (Director of Market Initiatives) of the CAISO.  Steve will be main interface for WestConnect with CAISO.   CAISO is willing to participate in workgroup to discuss potential for metrics to watch MRTU impacts.  Need to consider how we want to structure process.  No one in group opposed to concept of structuring some metrics around pricing hubs.  Gary suggested that the Market Readiness item (4) be changed to Operational and Market Readiness and moved up in the list.  Jerry will address the issue with the WECC MIC Seams group next week.  Cary asked group which entity would be best to chair a WC seams resolution process workgroup.  Suggestion that Xcel might be a good choice – generally agreed that Steve Beuning would be a good candidate.  Steve is willing to chair but is quite busy until April.  The first task of the workgroup will be to finalize the outline.  Charlie will make contact with Greenleaf to discuss this issue and set up a meeting between WC and CAISO around WC May meeting.  Cary asked for those interested to participate on workgroup to notify Steve B. (Stephen.j.beuning@xcelenergy.com) and copy Charlie within next 2 weeks (APS, SRP, SMUD, PSCO, IID indicated interest).  
VI.
Project Manager’s Report – Reinhold


A. Monthly Activities
 WC has been “disinvited” to IRC meetings because we are not actively working to develop market.  Jeff Sterba did excellent job regarding WestConnect efforts in presentation.  

B. Market Enhancement Initiatives 


1.  Pricing – Morgan Meeting earlier this week, still working on business case.  Jerry will be sending out data request to PWG members.  Please reiterate importance of responding to data request.  Steve Rodgers indicated he received white paper and it is being circulated within FERC.  No feedback yet.


2.  Regional Planning – Harper Six candidates for planning support have provided their proposals and they are under review.  We all have regional planning project agreement for review and we will need to get in place.  Each entity should be getting comments to their legal representative.  Cary raised question of whether agreement limited only to WestConnect entities.  Order 890 burdens are on transmission providers.   Order 890 published in Federal Register today.  Rob reviewed upcoming meetings where 890 will be discussed.  STEP on 3-16, TAS on March 20th, CREPC on April 4th and TEPPC on April 10th.  Rob reviewed slide presentation overview of planning requirements of Order 890.  Discussed need to have workshop on Order 890 alone, not as part of TTC / Stakeholder meeting.  Rob will take lead on developing strawman for planning to bring back to Steering Committee for May 10th.  Bob Easton from Western, Peter K. from APS will participate.  Rob is looking for a workgroup of 3 from Rocky Mtn / Nevada region and 3 from Southwest.  


3.  Market Monitoring – Beck No change


4.  TTC Process – Smith Covered in discussions regarding stakeholder meeting.  Template is being modified and will be circulated to SC for input.  Would like input from all.  


5.  Virtual Control Area – Smith Next meeting on the 19th.  Looking at what Northern Tier is doing.  Jerry working with consultant from BCTC.  Meeting between VCWG likely will be 4th or 6th of April in Portland.  On the 22nd there will be a presentation to wind integration group.  Jerry will forward presentation.  Working on RFI.  


6.  Transmission Products – Taylor   A conference call will be set up in the near term.  


7.  Flow Based Market Investigation – Taylor   Will be drafting something based on comments received.
VII.
NREL Wind Study – Reinhold/Debra Lew Presentation on study related to wind.  NREL is seeking stakeholder group participation and input.  What questions should be addressed.  Charlie will distribute slide presentation.  NREL would like to start study as soon as possible.  Goal to get phase I and II study done within 2 years.   WestConnect supports working with NREL and will leave it to SWAT to determine a liason to NREL efforts.
VIII.
Finance Report – Deise  Cary handed out funding statement in Brian’s absence.  Cary pointed out that line 3 shows an increase of $8,000 in budget over February due to allowance of $3,000 for stakeholder meeting and $5,000 per quarter for potential consultants.  No questions were brought up. 
IX.
Website – Miller 
X.
Communications Subcommittee – Wooley/Reinhold

A. Stakeholders Meeting – April 18th   Will be at PSCO office, near Marriot and Hyatt downtown.   Agenda is very intensive.   Changes to agenda were discussed.   PSCO will provide lunch for the meeting.  Agreed to provide 15 minutes for Order 890, reduce lunch and historical discussion by 30 minutes.  After discussion by Rob further changes were made to agenda to bring more of Order 890 in.  
XI.
Legal Subcommittee – Foley White paper filed.  Question of request for clarification or rehearing on Order 890 considered but no items identified that would have WC make such a filing.
A. NTTG Standards of Conduct Policy Depending on final rule will relook at issue to see if a standard of conduct policy for WestConnect is needed.  
B. Order 890 Federal Register published today.  Starts clock.
XII.
WECC Liaison – Deise

A.  Annual Meeting – April 24-26 Cary discussed process of annual meeting / board meeting.  

B.  Board Meeting – April 24th, 25th & 27th 
XIII.
Action Items – Beck
Jerry will address the Seams resolution process with the WECC MIC Seams group next week
Seams resolution process workgroup to finalize the outline
Charlie will make contact with Greenleaf to set up a meeting between WC and CAISO around WC May meeting
Parties interested in participating in Seams resolution process workgroup to notify Steve B. and copy Charlie within next 2 week
Charlie to revise stakeholder agenda and get posted and circulated
Rob to bring strawman back to Steering Committee for May 10th meeting.
Charlie to forward NREL slide presentation to SC.
Rob will determine a liason for WC to NREL.

Jerry to forward PWG instructions.

Jerry will circulate TTC presentation template to SC for review.  All to provide feedback.
XIV.
Meeting Schedule Attachment 1 – Deise 

XV.
Executive Session Agreed to continue contract with Charlie with an increase in hourly rate from $175 to $185 effective March 1 2007.
XVI. Adjournment

Attachment 1 
WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting 2007 Schedule
	Date
	Location

	April 18
	AM – Stakeholder, Denver (PSCO)
PM – TCC Workshop, Denver (PSCO)



	April 19
	Denver (PSCO)



	May 10
	Sacramento


	June 13
	Portland


	July 19
	Reno


	August 23
	Denver (TriState)



	September 20
	Las Vegas



	October 18
	El Paso



	November 15
	Phoenix (APS)



	December 13
	Albuquerque



	
	


Attendees

	
	Name
	Company
	Phone
	e-mail

	1
	Cary Deise
	APS
	(602) 250-1232
	Cary.deise@aps.com

	2
	Pauline Foley
	APS
	(602) 250-4246
	Pauline.foley@pinnaclewest.com

	3
	Dennis Malone
	EPE
	(915) 543-5759
	dmalone@epelectric.com

	4
	Frank Barbera 
	IID
	760-822-1700
	fmbarbera@iidenergy.com

	5
	Chris Tomchuck 
	Nevada / Sierra
	(775) 834-5876
	ctomchuk@spcc.com

	6
	Kevin Smith
	SMUD
	(916) 732-5780
	Ksmith2@smud.org

	7
	Gary Harper
	SRP
	(602) 236-4343
	gwharper@srpnet.com

	10
	Ed  Beck
	TEP
	(520) 745-3276
	ebeck@tep.com

	11
	Dave Shelton
	WAPA
	(801) 524-4012
	shelton@wapa.gov

	12
	Charles Reinhold
	WestConnect
	(208) 253-6916
	reinhold@globalcrossing.net

	13
	Jessica Youle
	SRP
	(602) 236-5536
	jjyoule@srpnet.com

	15
	Vicken Kasarjian
	SMUD
	(916) 732-5727
	vkasarj@smud.org

	17
	Jerry Smith
	APS
	(602) 250-1135
	Jerry.smith@aps.com

	18
	Jim Rein 
	SW Transco
	520-586-5116
	jrein@swtransco.coop

	19
	Dill Ramsay
	Tri-State
	303-254-3450
	dramsay@tristategt.org

	20
	Kelly Potter
	APS
	(602) 250-2512
	kelly.potter@aps.com

	23
	Tim Woolley
	PSCO
	(303) 571-7227
	Timothy.b.woolley@xcelenergy.com

	
	Chuck Garcia
	PNM
	(505) 241-4939
	Charles.Garcia@pnmresources.com

	
	Rob Kondziolka
	SRP
	(602) 236-0971
	rekondzi@srpnet.com

	
	Jim Rein
	SW Transco
	520-586-5116
	jrein@swtransco.coop

	
	Joe Taylor
	Xcel energy
	303-308-6162
	joseph.c.taylor@xcelenergy.com

	
	Stephen Keene
	IID
	(760) 339-9550
	Sjkeene@iid.com

	
	Debra Lew
	NREL
	(303) 384-7037
	Debra_lew@nrel.gov


