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WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting #21
Notes
November 1st 2006
9:00 am – 3:00 pm

Embassy Suite Hotel
1515 N 44th Street
Phoenix AZ
I.
Introductions - All
II.
Determination of a Quorum – Deise Quorum determined only EPE missing (Dennis arrived during discussion of item V)
III.
Approval of Agenda – All

IV.
Approval of Meeting #20 minutes – Beck Ed reminded group minutes are posted after we approve within steering committee.  Minutes were approved unanimously
V.
Trademark – Malone Charlie and Chuck indicate that material from wind coordination sponsorship was sent to EPE for use in proving commerce.  By mid December need to file for extension or proof of commerce.
VI.
Project Manager’s Report – Reinhold Charlie reported that he and Jerry attended OATI user meeting.  Attendance at meeting was very good.  SWAT meeting – agendas are getting large.  Good information from the meeting.  Northern Tier group was raised within SWAT and need to coordinate with between two groups. 

A. Monthly Activities
Charlie will be attending ISO/RTO council meeting next month in South Carolina and will report next meeting.

B. Market Enhancement Initiatives 


1.  Pricing – Morgan/Foley  Nearly complete with white paper.  FERC staff  informally requested white paper to describe how non-jurisdictionals can work with jurisdictionals.  A lot of effort has been expended on this effort.  FERC is interested in this program and has asked where white paper is and is there anything they can do to help.  Must resolve issue of how entities will not over collect.  Cover letter to accompany white paper also needs to be developed.  Also need business case developed.  Jerry will be developing first draft with input from Doug on data.   Targeting early December to send to FERC.  Marilyn raised issue of future legal support.  Greg requested that an outline of business case be circulated by Jerry and Doug for review prior to business case being written.
Legal review has been supported by working group.  The white paper may generate some input to WestConnect from FERC to help mold the final product that we would present to FERC.  Internal discussions at each company need to take place to validate that entities are willing to move forward with the program.  At a high level the white paper; discusses  Vernon / Basin issue, pricing concept of highest rate on path or average rate (not including non-jurisdictionals), experiment to last two years, dollars collected will be distributed pro-rata based on individual rates.  Path must be two or more segments.  A party may not collect more than its posted rate.  Another concern is issue of triggering of discount.  
Greg raised concern of impact on network costs, 25 -30% of PNM’s use on their system system is network.  Potential unintended consequence is a windfall for network customers by driving a higher peak for a month.  In white paper we may want to consider that transactions under this proposal be ignored when calculating network peak.  Pauline requested that Steering Committee review and comment on white paper by November 17 to both Marilyn and Pauline.   Cary will follow-up with Jerry regarding when business case outline can be ready.  Gary complimented work group on efforts to-date.


2.  Regional Planning – Harper  Interest in modifying existing WestConnect MOU to facilitate development of future market enhancements.  Gary handed out a Summary of Major Changes Proposed to WestConnect Memorandum of Understanding.  Also handed out SWAT Short Circuit Work Group Request for Funding dated November 1, 2006 and WestConnect Sub-Regional Transmission Planning Work Group report dated November 1, 2006.  Laurel reviewed the changes document which recommends developing an amended and reformed MOU for WestConnect.  Laurel has prepared a redline draft of a revised MOU if this group would like to move down this path.  Want to be sure that as projects are developed for market enhancement that the link to WestConnect remains.  Steering Committee directed Laurel to continue on developing a revised MOU (she will mail out this afternoon) with consideration that project budgeting information will be reported to financing agent for WestConnect for reporting purposes.  Provide any input on the redline document by November 17, 2006.  Legal subcommittee has a call on November 9 where the redline will be addressed.  Regarding the planning process the goal is to execute an agreement for the planning process by the end of this year, issue an RFP with goal of having a contract for planning support (management) by February of 2007.   Short circuit work group request was discussed for developing a common impedance map set.  Needs to be considered within planning project agreement. 


3.  Market Monitoring – Beck Nothing new from WestConnect perspective, CREPC continuing their efforts on Westwide market monitor possibilities.  Labs gave a report and level of data they have was surprising.  Report that was supplied to CREPC did not give a clear recommendation for moving forward.  A working group has been put together by CREPC (Jessica is a member).  Jessica indicated that she had mentioned price index concept to CREPC and has had some follow-up from FERC.   Report is appended to agenda of last meeting on CREPC website.  


4.  TTC Process – Reinhold Need results from planners on feedback from stakeholder meetings last spring also prepare for next year’s presentations.  Need to consider the FERC / NERC efforts that are going on with regard to ATC.  Chair of group is requested to consider the new process in his first meeting in the spring.


5.  Virtual Control Area – Reinhold Steve and Maria (SRP) working on defining information needed, etc.  Jerry will have more to report at our next meeting.  Draft regulation / imbalance document is being developed.  Template of questions have been assigned to various individuals to get info from various entities.  Efforts are focused on having a recommendation to steering committee mid 2007.


6.  Transmission Products – Taylor Charlie reported that this effort still on hold pending FERC NOPR.


7.  Flow Based Market Investigation – Taylor Charlie reported Joe has drafted a white paper pulling information gathered to-date.  Joe is soliciting comments from the work group.

C. CAISO MRTU Seams – Reinhold Meeting is scheduled for November 15, 2006 at Double Tree hotel in Sacramento.  FERC is holding technical conference on December 14 (1:00 to 5:00), 15(8:00 to 12:30) in Phoenix.  Seams group has met and reviewed draft issue paper.  Some discussion of combining with seams coalition paper.  Based on work group discussion outreach was performed and various northwest entities have indicated interest in attending.  Columbia grid may also attend.  CAISO committed to have high level operations people in attendance.    FERC dispute resolution service indicated availability to facilitate the meeting.  Indicated WestConnect interest in participating in FERC technical conference.  WestConnect will share a list of potential issues with the CAISO prior to the 15th meeting.  Ideas for the workshop:

· Need to scope out what the process is for working with the CAISO on seams. 
· How does joint reporting work.  
Spokesman from NW, From CAISO, from WestConnect, from WECC, from Control Area Coalition
Many seams issues were identified in SSG-WI seams work and some of that should be resurrected.  Charlie will set up a conference call on MRTU.   
VII.
Finance Report – Gardanier Brian handed out funding statement.  Pointed out that actual is spelled correctly!  TEP still has an outstanding invoice from April.  On Page 5 Brian requested to change ownership to Participation in two places.

A. Cost/Benefits Study Final invoice breakdown was handed out by Brian.  Final check to CRA indicated final payment in full.  This completes this agenda item.
VIII.
Website – Miller  Working on improvements to document search.   Remember that two choices when a document is uploaded – one is open to the public the other is only available to members with a log-in.
IX.
Communications Subcommittee – Kittel/Reinhold last stakeholder meeting was in April should be thinking about first quarter next year possibly in combination with TTC presentations.

A. Northern Tier Transmission Group (NTTG) – Reinhold  Meeting on Nov. 8, Jerry will attend to discuss ATC / TTC and virtual control area concepts.  SWAT and planning will be on agenda also.  PAC is trying to emulate open collaborative process of WestConnect.
X.
Legal Subcommittee – Foley  Pauline handed out copy of WestConnect comment in support of CAISO seams issues report.  Pauline will redraft based on discussion in meeting.  Pauline also provided summary of OATT reform NOPR:  Regional transmission planning – 90 % of questions about demand response, Jerry discussed ATC and Commission seems happy with process in West.  Steve Naughman indicated that there may need to be difference between interconnections in ATC.   Transcript is available on FERC website.
Regarding reliability NOPR – is there interest in joint comments?  Cary asked Pauline to plan on filing WestConnect comments.    Comments are due 60 days after published.  
XI. Action Items – Beck
· Cary to add Kevin Smith and Stephen Keene to distribution list

· Jerry / Doug to circulate outline of business case to steering committee for review / input Cary to get date tomorrow
· All to review pricing white paper and comment by November 17, 2006 to Pauline and Marilyn

· Greg will write up the concern regarding impact on network customers from this service by November 10, 2006.
· Cary to follow up with Jerry on when business case outline can be completed. (Cary indicated the next day that Jerry will complete by Nov. 8)
· Laurel to continue drafting a revised MOU, send out redline this afternoon
· Legal committee to review MOU on their November 9 conference call.
· All to provide comments on revised MOU by November 17, 2006.
· All should follow up on issues from last years TTC / ATC stakeholder meetings – provide to Jerry and Charlie by November 17, 2006.  Charlie to send out an e-mail regarding this issue.
· Jerry to have the TTC group consider impact of revision to ATC process from NERC / FERC
· Charlie to pull meeting together including the five entities identified as spokespersons.  Develop agenda for the meeting and to extent required meet with the entities to plan for the CAISO meeting.  Charlie to put his name in for FERC technical conference by Nov. 9 and prepare list of issues for submission to FERC by Nov. 15th subject to extension of time.  Charlie will determine value of facilitator and arrange if it seems to make sense.  Charlie will set up a conference call on the 8th.  3:00 p.m mst.
· Pauline will submit letter to FERC mentioning nov 15 meeting with CAISO and WestConnect will develop more issues after that meeting.
· Brian to correct funding statement to replace ownership with participation
· Pauline to follow up on reliability NOPR comments with a subgroup.
· Pauline to follow-up with a revised draft of comments on MRTU quarterly update to FERC
XII.
Meeting Schedule Attachment 1 – Deise
XII.
Adjournment

Attachment 1 
WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting 2006 Schedule
	Date
	Location

	December 13th
	Phoenix (APS) 10:00a.m.

	
	

	
	


WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting 2007 Schedule
Date





Location

	January 18
	Las Vegas (Tour of Hoover afternoon of 17th)

	February 15
	Phoenix (SRP)

	March 15
	San Diego

	April 19
	Denver (PSCO)

	May 17
	Reno

	June  (Changed to 14th)
	Salt Lake

	July 19
	Reno

	August 23
	Denver (TriState)

	September 20
	Las Vegas

	October 25
	El Paso

	November 15
	Phoenix (APS)

	December 13
	Albuquerque


Attendees

	
	Name
	Company
	Phone
	e-mail

	1
	Cary Deise
	APS
	602-250-1232
	Cary.deise@aps.com

	2
	Pauline Foley
	APS
	602-250-4246
	Pauline.foley@pinnaclewest.com

	3
	Greg Miller
	PNM
	505-241-4570
	gregory.miller@pnm.com

	4
	Jim McMorran 
	Nevada /Sierra
	775-834-4640
	jmcmorran@sppc.com

	5
	Laurel Whisler
	SRP
	602-236-3854
	Ljwhisler@srpnet.com

	6
	Jim Rein 
	SW Transco
	520-586-5116
	jrein@swtransco.coop

	7
	Ed  Beck
	TEP
	520-745-3276
	ebeck@tep.com

	8
	Dill Ramsay
	Tri-State
	303-254-3450
	dramsay@tristategt.org

	9
	Dave Shelton
	WAPA
	801-524-4012
	shelton@wapa.gov

	10
	Charles Reinhold
	WestConnect
	(208) 253-6916
	reinhold@globalcrossing.net

	12
	Tim Woolley
	PSCO
	(303) 571-7227
	Timothy.b.woolley@xcelenergy.com

	13
	Gary Harper
	SRP
	602-236-4343
	gwharper@srpnet.com

	14
	Frank Barbera 
	IID
	760-822-1700
	fmbarbera@iidenergy.com

	15
	Dennis Malone
	EPE
	(915) 543-5759
	dmalone@epelectric.com

	15
	Brian Gardanier
	APS
	(602) 250-4733
	Brian.gardanier@aps.com

	16
	Chuck Garcia
	PNM
	(505) 241-4939
	Charles.Garcia@pnmresources.com

	17
	Stephen Keene
	IID
	(760) 339-9550
	Sjkeene@iid.com

	18
	Kevin Smith
	SMUD
	(916) 732-5780
	Ksmith2@smud.org

	19
	Jessica Youle
	SRP
	(602) 236-5536
	jjyoule@srpnet.com

	20
	Marilyn Morgan
	Tri State
	(303) 452-3544
	mmorgan@tristategt.org

	21
	Steve Beuning
	Xcel Energy
	(303)926-0592
	Stephen.j.beuning@xcelenergy.com

	22
	Clair Moeller
	MISO
	(651) 632-8441
	cmoeller@midwestiso.org

	23
	Kevin Smith
	SMUD
	(916) 835-6454
	Ksmith2@smud.org

	24
	Frank Afranji
	Portland General
	
	


