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WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting #20 Notes
September 21st 2006
8:00 am – 4:00 pm

Sierra Pacific

6100 Neil Road 

Reno, NV 89511
I.
Introductions – All Guests from SMUD, Idaho Power and PacifiCorp attended the meeting and were provided some background on activities at WestConnect as various items were reported.
II.
Determination of a Quorum – Deise  11 entities represented, quorum determined
III.
Approval of Agenda – All the only addition was an update of FERC meeting on MRTU
IV.
Approval of Meeting #19 minutes – Beck approved
V.
Trademark – Malone Webpage snapshot forwarded to attorneys, not heard back if that is sufficient to keep trademark – Lanny indicated that is not likely to be sufficient.  Need to show use in commerce.  Wind energy forum sponsorship probably qualifies; Charlie will forward info on the forum to Dennis.
VI.
Project Manager’s Report – Reinhold


A. Monthly Activities
Working on Virtual control area, attended ACC Biennial transmission assessment meeting.  Charlie provided paragraph on WestConnect efforts in planning to KEMA for potential inclusion in the ACC final report.  Attended CAISO workshop on MRTU, how it will work, and what it takes to do business with CAISO.  Learned that the MRTU development is well along in addressing issues and are in process of a dry run of allocation of rights.  Charlie will follow up on potential for WestConnect attendance at workshops that CAISO has scheduled.  OATI meeting is scheduled Oct. 17, 18, 19 and Charlie and Jerry will be presenting at the meeting.   

B. Market Enhancement Initiatives 


1.  Pricing – Morgan Jerry reported background on what the effort is for the benefit of guests (eliminate pancaking).  Full day meeting on Sept. 29 in San Diego.  Two items to be discussed are the white paper under development as well as a business case.   Reminder that all WestConnect meetings are open for attendance by all.


2.  Regional Planning – Harper Gary handed out a report on efforts of the WestConnect planning work group.  Reminded us that this group will not be dealing with siting or cost allocation issues.  Group is beginning to develop draft RFP for obtaining vendor / consultant support for the effort.  Gary is chair of planning subcommittee and can be contacted with any planning concerns.  Gary provided handout regarding short circuit working group request for funding.  Range of cost for the effort is from $45,000 to $80,000.  Effort should start in July of 2007 and last for six months.  Some questions were asked as to what is really needed - technical work or just the cataloging / mapping of data from work group.   Gary will pursue answers to questions.



a. WECC TEPPC Technical Advisory Subcommittee Representative – Harper / Deise   Ron Moulton indicated interest in being reprentative for WestConnect.  By e-mail exchange of the Steering Committee Ron was elected and has attended the first meeting.  



b. Southwest Restoration Plan – Steve Johnson   NERC is requiring coordinated restoration plan.  Under SWAT, working group has been set-up to coordinate a plan.  Rocky Mountain plan is being used as a starting point.  APS is taking lead on study work.  Goal is to have plan out by summer 2007.   This is an update of the old restoration plan that was in-place for Arizona and New Mexico.  RDRC will coordinate between Desert Southwest and Rocky Mountain plan.


3.  Market Monitoring – Beck  Ed provided background on efforts by workgroup to-date (individual needs of TEP, APS, PNM,  look at regional approach, look at westwide, etc).  He also reported that CREPC has made available a draft technical report on a regional approach to market monitoring in the Western Interconnection.  The state/provincial Committee on Regional Electric Power Cooperation (CREPC) requested this study.  On the afternoon of September 27, CREPC will be sponsoring a workshop of states/provinces to review and discuss the report.


4.  TTC Process – Smith, J  Jerry provided some background on what WestConnect is doing regarding TTC / ATC (stakeholder meetings, lockdown of ATC calculation, etc.).  Presentation materials are available on website.  Jerry to check on status of signed copies of contract from OATI.  


5.  Virtual Control Area – Smith, J  Jerry gave background on efforts of workgroup (initially just virtual control of individual control areas, identified need to look deeper at reserve issues, looking at what other entities are doing, planning to develop RFI and business case).  Chuck indicated that they are looking at possibility of common ace for a group of entities.  Idaho and others are going down the path of developing a business case in the next couple of months and starting to experiment with moving data around the system to identify timing issues.  PGE, Idaho and PAC are involved in efforts (small group – just do it).  This group plans to have a write-up ready this fall.  Vicken also indicated that SMUD could present what SMUD / WAPA are doing.


6.  Transmission Products – Taylor Charlie gave background on efforts to elicit interests in products.  Work is currently on hold as FERC develops new OATT rules.  FERC technical conference on OATT reform scheduled for Oct. 12.


7.  Flow Based Market Investigation – Taylor  Charlie provided background on efforts.  There is a proposed meeting in concert with virtual control area meeting.  

C. Cost/Benefits Study – Reinhold Charlie approved payment of $28,000 of last invoice, sent to APS.  $12,000 is for Arizona load work, remainder is an adjustment to modeling and costs for CRA attendance at meeting in Denver.   No word back from CRA.  This item is complete other than financial settlement.  Brian to be sure payment indicates “Payment in full”.

D. CAISO Seams – Reinhold  Pauline updated group on the results of FERC decision on MRTU.  The MRTU was accepted with modifications.  Technical conference on seams issues and congestion management will be held.  Pauline and Charlie will look into WestConnect having participation in technical conference.
Charlie handed out draft letter to CAISO regarding MRTU as well as draft of issues list.  Agreement that review of FERC order before sending letter out makes sense.  WECC seams review group is looking at issues in conjunction with CAISO.  Point raised that CAISO needs to recognize that there needs to be operational types in attendance at meetings versus economists.    Anyone that wants to participate in the MRTU issue group should contact Charlie.  
VII.
Finance Report – Gardanier Brian reported on funding statement.  We are over budget for the month.  For year we are about $7,000 over budget.  August included $5,708 for CAISO MRTU presentation.  Motion made by Dave, seconded by Dennis and approved unanimously to revise limit for CAISO from $5,000 approved in meeting 18 to $6,000.  Brian reviewed the invoices included in the package.  This month Brian also started breaking out the website costs in the financials.     
A. Approval of 2007 Budget – Jerry Smith Jerry reviewed budget that he revised based on input at last meeting.   Discussion ensued regarding the planning function and how it fits into the budget. Motion (made by Dave and seconded)  to approve budget submitted by Jerry but with Planning moved below the line – for information only.  Motion was approved unanimously.   
VIII.
Website – Miller Greg looked into use of exploder list.  Approximately 50 people have signed on to the list.  Majority are members of WestConnect.  Need legal terms of use for website – request of legal committee.  Pauline will put on next legal committee agenda.  Changed stakeholder title on site.  Updated members for SWTCo.  Added category for legal group, this group can have private documents.  
IX.
Communications Subcommittee – Kittel/Reinhold  Charlie will work on using exploder list to get info out to interested parties.
X.
Legal Subcommittee – Foley

Pricing white paper still in process.  Goal is to get white paper out to legal subcommittee before its next call.  City of Vernon still an issue but making progress.  

WestConnect comments on OATT NOPR were filed yesterday. 
Legal subcommittee reviewing draft agreement for planning.   

Pauline has circulated the APS market monitor report.
MOU amendment for elimination of $10,000 joining fee should not have included Sierra Pacific’s signature block.

Question of what is needed to constitute “WestConnect” items – in other words is there a threshold for number of members agreeing to something like comments to FERC before the comments can be designated as coming from WestConnect.

OATT technical conference on October 12.  
XI.
wesTTrans Liaison Report – Jerry Smith Executive Committee vote on two change orders set for 8:00 September 25, 2007.
XII.
Action Items – Beck
· Charlie to send Dennis info on wind forum sponsorship for trade mark.
· Brian to follow-up on cost benefit payment, make sure payment states “paid in full”.
· Pauline to follow-up on legal terms of use issue at next legal subcommittee.
· Pauline and Charlie to look into WestConnect having participation in MRTU technical conference.
· All – notify Charlie of interest in participating in MRTU issues development.  
· Gary to investigate further on Short circuit proposal.
· Dill to follow up with CCPG on their interest in Short circuit proposal.
· Jerry to check on status of signed copies of contract from OATI - Lockdown.  
· Jerry to adjust budget to move planning below the line.
· Pauline to provide any interesting items from the OATT technical conference in October.
· Pauline to provide white paper for next meeting.
· Small group (Laurel, Pauline, Dave) to work on MOU revisions and Planning Agreement
· Jerry will pursue meeting with SMUD / WAPA on their virtual control area processes 
XIII.
Meeting Schedule Attachment 1 – Deise
XIV.
Adjournment
P.S. Immediately after the meeting was adjourned SMUD representative received word that SMUD has been given approval to join WestConnect.  
Attachment 1 
WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting 2006 Schedule
	Date
	Location

	November 1st 9:00 am
	Phoenix (SWTC) 44th & McDowell

	December 7th
	Denver (TriState)

	
	


WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting 2007 Schedule
Date





Location

	January 18
	Las Vegas (tour of Hoover afternoon of 17th)

	February 15
	Phoenix (SRP)

	March 15
	San Diego

	April 19
	Denver (PSCO)

	May 17
	Reno

	June 15
	Salt Lake

	July 19
	Reno

	August 23
	Denver (TriState)

	September 20
	Las Vegas

	October 25
	El Paso

	November 15
	Phoenix (APS)

	December 13
	Albuquerque


Attendees

	
	Name
	Company
	Phone
	e-mail

	1
	Jerry Smith
	APS
	602-250-1135
	Jerry.smith@aps.com

	2
	Don Brookheyser (via phone)
	
	
	

	3
	Cary Deise
	APS
	602-250-1232
	Cary.deise@aps.com

	4
	Pauline Foley
	APS
	602-250-4246
	Pauline.foley@pinnaclewest.com

	5
	Orlando Foote
	IID Legal
	760-352-2821
	ofoote@hkcf-law.com

	6
	Greg Miller
	PNM
	505-241-4570
	gregory.miller@pnm.com

	7
	Jim McMorran 
	Nevada /Sierra
	775-834-4604
	jmcmorran@sppc.com

	8
	Laurel Whisler
	SRP
	602-236-3854
	Ljwhisler@srpnet.com

	9
	Jim Rein 
	SW Transco
	520-586-5116
	jrein@swtransco.coop

	10
	Ed  Beck
	TEP
	520-745-3276
	ebeck@tep.com

	11
	Dill Ramsay
	Tri-State
	303-254-3450
	dramsay@tristategt.org

	12
	Dave Shelton
	WAPA
	801-524-4012
	shelton@wapa.gov

	13
	Charles Reinhold
	WestConnect
	(480) 215-0299
	reinhold@globalcrossing.net

	14
	Tim Woolley
	PSCO
	(303) 571-7227
	Timothy.b.wooley@xcelenergy.com

	17
	Gary Harper
	SRP
	602-236-4343
	gwharper@srpnet.com

	19
	Frank Barbera 
	IID
	760-822-1700
	fmbarbera@iidenergy.com

	20
	Dennis Malone
	EPE
	(915) 543-5759
	dmalone@epelectric.com

	21
	Brian Gardanier
	APS
	(602) 250-4733
	Brian.gardanier@aps.com

	23
	Chuck Garcia
	PNM
	(505) 241-4939
	Charles.Garcia@pnmresources.com

	24
	Steve Johnson
	RDRC
	(970) 461-7664
	sjohnson@wecc.biz

	25
	Stephen Keene
	IID
	(760) 339-9550
	Sjkeene@iid.com

	26
	Jeff Ceccarelli
	Sierra
	
	

	27 
	Carolyn Barbash
	Nevada /Sierra
	(775) 834-5677
	cbarbash@spcc.com

	28
	Ziad Alywan
	Z-Global
	(916) 337-0558
	ziad@globalcrossing.com

	29
	Vicken Kasarjian
	SMUD
	(916) 732-5727
	vkasarj@smud.org

	30
	Sharon Helms
	PAC
	(503) 813-6419
	Sharon.helms@pacificorp.com

	31 
	Chuck Durick
	Idaho
	(208) 388-2450
	cdurick@idahopower.com

	32
	Tess Park
	Idaho
	(208) 388-2360
	tpark@idahopower.com

	33
	Kevin Smith
	SMUD
	(916) 732-5780
	Ksmith2@smud.org

	34
	Connie Westadt 
	Nevada / Sierra
	(775)834-5697
	cwestadt@spcc.com

	35
	Chris Tomchuk
	Nevada / Sierra
	(775) 834-5876
	ctomchuk@spcc.com

	36
	Justin Thompson
	APS
	(602) 250-2060
	Justin.thompson@aps.com

	37
	Antoine Cobb
	APS
	(602) 250-3547
	Antoine.cobb@pinnaclewest.com


