6.1 WestConnect

Fifteen transmission providers have established a WestConnect subregional planning process by signing a WestConnect Project Agreement for Subregional Transmission Planning (STP Agreement).  The STP Agreement establishes a Planning Management Committee (PMC) made up of one representative of each of the signatory parties.  The PMC is tasked with implementation of a subregional planning process that complies with the WestConnect Planning Objectives and Procedures for Regional Planning approved by the WestConnect Steering Committee on August 24, 2006 and revised on January 17, 2009.

The WestConnect planning process by definition is inclusive of the subregional planning efforts of subregional planning groups that form within the WestConnect planning area.  The Southwest Area Transmission Planning Group (SWAT) and the Colorado Coordinated Planning Group (CCPG) are two subregional planning groups that were already in existence prior to WestConnect’s planning process being implemented.  They were joined by a third subregional group in 2008 that formally organized as the Sierra Subregional Planning Group (SSPG).  
WestConnect has concluded its 2008 planning cycle and has commenced its 2009 planning cycle. A “2008 WestConnect Transmission Plan,” a “2008 WestConnect Transmission Planning Report,” and a “2008 WestConnect Transmission Adequacy Study Report” are posted on the planning page of the WestConnect website.  The Planning Management Committee conditionally approved the three documents pending incorporation of comments received by January 21, 2009.  A Google map of the 147 transmission line projects contained in the 2008 WestConnect Transmission Plan is accessible on the WestConnect website.
Highlights of the 2008 WestConnect planning cycle include the addition of Basin Electric Power Cooperative and Black Hills Corporation as WestConnect Planning Members and the formation of the Sierra Subregional Planning Group.  WestConnect also coordinated WestConnect Members’ FERC 890 Attachment K responses, initiated quarterly coordination meetings with neighboring subregional planning groups, and supported the Western Governors’ Association WREZ Study.  In addition, WestConnect hosted a TTC/ATC Stakeholder meeting, coordinated a 2013 and 2018 WestConnect power flow base case and completed it first technical study: the 2008 WestConnect Adequacy Study for 2013 and 2018.
For more details go to:  http://www.westconnect.com
6.5.1​ Colorado Coordinated Planning Group    During the 2008 study year, CCPG continued its subregional planning efforts in a variety of ways and held three subregional stakeholder meetings to report the status and progress of its activities.  CCPG performed a 2013 and 2018 study and issued a report that demonstrates its participating transmission providers’ system performance relative to NERC planning standards TPL-001, TPL-002, TPL-003, and TPL-004.
 CCPG also performed a long range transmission study for Colorado that investigated transmission alternatives for four different resource scenarios in 2018.
   Studies necessary to identify transmission plans for renewable development as required by Colorado Senate Bill 07-100 were also performed in 2008.  CCPG drafted a Charter that describes the roles and responsibilities of CCPG as a subregional transmission planning group.  
6.5 2   Sierra Subregional Planning Group   In 2008 a subregional planning group was formally organized for the northern California and Nevada portion of the WestConnect planning area.  The group has elected to be known as the Sierra Subregional Planning Group (SSPG).  The utilities whose systems are located in the area are Nevada Energy (NVE) previously participating as Sierra Pacific Power Company/Nevada Power Company, Sacramento Municipal Utilities District (SMUD), the Transmission Agency of Northern California (TANC), and the Western Area Power Administration – Sierra Nevada Region.  The inaugural SSPG occurred on September 14, 2008 and a second meeting was held on November 4, 2008 to consider transmission plans for the SSPG area.  The SSPG has also drafted a Charter which is going through a review period. 
6.5.3  Southwest Area Transmission Planning Group  The SWAT subregional planning group is currently organized as several subcommittees, work groups and task forces which are overseen by a SWAT Oversight Committee. A draft Charter was drafted in 2008 and adoption is pending a final review by its transmission members. The study efforts of the subcommittees were presented and discussed at four Oversight Committee meetings in 2008. Highlights of the 2008 SWAT subregional planning efforts include the following:
· The CATS HV study group performed a 2018 study and completed a report of resource scenarios utilizing generation injections in 500 MW increments for probable energy zones in Arizona’s Pinal County

· The CATS EHV study group performed studies required for the Arizona Corporation Commission’s Biennial Transmission Assessment. Those studies included a tenth year snap shot study, five reliability must run studies, common corridor and extreme contingency studies, and an Arizona renewable transmission assessment. Results of all of these studies are summarized in the Commission’s BTA report.

· The CRT group studied a new Arizona interconnection with the Palo Verde to Devers 2 project called the Harcuvar Transmission Project. 

· The SATS completed and published its Saturated Load Study Report on December 5, 2008.
 

· The Short Circuit Work Group held a June workshop to develop a common case.  

· The NM Study Group refined its collector transmission system study for renewables and published a draft report indicating its integration with the High Plains Express Initiative.
 

· The SWAT Renewable Transmission Task Force commenced a SWAT-wide renewable study effort that is to continue through 2009. 

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.westconnect.com/filestorage/2008_CCPG_Compliance_Report_Final.pdf" \t "_parent" �http://www.westconnect.com/filestorage/2008_CCPG_Compliance_Report_Final.pdf�  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.westconnect.com/filestorage/CLRTPG%202018%20Study%20Report.pdf" ��http://www.westconnect.com/filestorage/CLRTPG%202018%20Study%20Report.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.westconnect.com/filestorage/Catshv_DRAFT%20REPORT_123108.pdf" \t "_parent" �http://www.westconnect.com/filestorage/Catshv_DRAFT%20REPORT_123108.pdf�  


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.cc.state.az.us/Divisions/Utilities/Electric/Biennial/2008%20BTA/BTA%20Report%202008%2010_14_08.pdf" \t "_parent" �http://www.cc.state.az.us/Divisions/Utilities/Electric/Biennial/2008%20BTA/BTA%20Report%202008%2010_14_08.pdf�   





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.westconnect.com/filestorage/SATS%20ReportFinal%20Report_120508.pdf" \t "_parent" �http://www.westconnect.com/filestorage/SATS%20ReportFinal%20Report_120508.pdf�  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.westconnect.com/filestorage/HPX_NMCOLLECTOR_INTGRN_V1.pdf" \t "_parent" �http://www.westconnect.com/filestorage/HPX_NMCOLLECTOR_INTGRN_V1.pdf�  





