Outline for the WestConnect Presentation on Dec 17, 08:

1. What is the transmission planning process within the WestConnect footprint, and what governs the WestConnect role and authority?
2. What type of reliability studies does WestConnect perform independently or in consultation with its members, and what are the most recent studies? What is the time frame these studies cover, and what is the frequency of conducting such studies?

3. What is the scope of the latest WestConnect reliability adequacy study, the study results and how they can be used?
4. Describe the WestConnect Annual Planning Workshop, its scope and outcome.

5. Based on the WestConnect Annual Planning Workshop and other information available to WestConnect, do the WestConnect members’ proposed transmission system plans meet the load serving requirements during the 2008-2018 time period? 

6. How are the members’ transmission plans aligned with the NERC's mandatory transmission planning and other related standards?  What steps are taken in the transmission planning studies to effectively address the adequacy of the transmission system within the WestConnect footprint to reliably support the competitive wholesale market emerging in the region?

7. What are the load forecast principles within the WestConnect footprint? What is the load forecast for the next few years for the WestConnect footprint?   Is there any assessment on the potential load growth slowdown due to the current economic crisis?  
8. Are there areas considered a “load pocket?”  How is a load pocket identified? Where are the load pockets located, and what are their load requirements? What projects are considered to mitigate the load pocket constraints?  Is there any load pocket for which a transmission and generation system cannot provide power supply for category A and B contingencies identified in the NERC TPL standards?  What are the load pockets that have local reliability must-run units?
9. Do the generation interconnection practices in WestConnect footprint reflect technical aspects of the generation interconnection policies as defined in Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ("FERC") Orders 2003 and 2003-A?  Are generation interconnection queues maintained by each transmission provider?  If yes, is merging of different queues at the OASIS is considered? 
10. What is the existing and future generation used in the WestConnect adequacy study?  What is the projection on new generation additions (by projects) used in the adequacy study?  What is the current and future generation mix used in the WestConnect adequacy study by fuel?  

11. What is the existing renewable capacity in the WestConnect (by type: wind, solar, geothermal,..), and what is the projection on the potential renewable capacity.  How much of renewable generation is in the generation queue (in MW)?  Show the in-service years and locations.  What is the operational experience with the existing wind generation, and what are the issues related to the new renewable resources’ interconnection?

12. Is there any new nuclear project within WestConnect, for which an interconnection application has been submitted? 

13. What new generation additions and those potentially scheduled for retirement are modeled in the WestConnect members’ load flow data basis used for the transmission planning studies? 

14. Is Demand Response taken into account in the transmission planning process?

15. How energy-only, uncommitted resources, QF, and transmission-limited resources are considered in the WestConnect members’ transmission planning assumptions, knowing that power may not be deliverable from these projects at all times?

16. What bulk-power transmission projects are under construction?  What are the proposed major bulk-power transmission projects to address reliability issues?  If some of the projects will be deferred due to the credit crisis, what are the mitigation measures that will be implemented during the in-service date delay?

17. What are the major bulk-power transmission projects proposed to address congestion relief issues? What are the major bulk-power transmission projects proposed to interconnect and deliver the power from the proposed renewable resources?

18. Are there any bulk-power transmission projects under consideration to increase transfer capability on major WECC paths?  What are the known obstacles to such projects? 

19. Do the WestConnect transmission owners consider new technologies and the Smart Grid concept while designing new projects? 

