


TIP PROGRAM AUTHORITY

Implement Section 402 of the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act

Identify, prioritize and participate in the 
study, facilitation, financing, planning, 
operating, maintaining, and construction of 
new or upgraded transmission facilities

Borrowing authority of $3.25 billion
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TIP PROGRAM ðPROJECTS 

Have one terminus within area served by 
Western

Deliver, or facilitate the delivery of, power 
generated by renewable energy resources 
constructed or reasonably expected to be 
constructed after 2/17/09

Projects musté
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TIP PROGRAM ðSTATUS

Program Rule Published in Federal Register, May 2009 Includes 
Program and Project Principles and Project Selection Criteria

Discussions Underway on Some Project Proposals, One Under 
Contract

Requested and Received Statements of Interest ðTransmission 
Project Proposals
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PROJECT DISCUSSION PRIORITIES

ÁIdeally, shovel ready

Á2-5 year ready project proposals:
ÁPublic Interest

ÁRenewable Energy Development Nexus

ÁOff-takers 

ÁBusiness plan with Risk Assessment

ÁGuarantees/Indemnification for Development 

Costs

ÁAchieve Renewable, Repayment and Recovery 

Goals
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MATL UPDATE

ÁNew 230-kV transmission 

from Lethbridge, Alberta to 

Great Falls, Montana

Á300 MW (bi-directional) of 

wind energy connecting near 

lineõs midpoint

Á$161 million in TIP funding, 

$213 million project

ÁSubstation construction 

began June 2010

ÁTransmission construction to 

begin August 2010

ÁCommercial Operation Date 

in August 2011
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MAIN PROPOSALS CURRENTLY UNDER 

DISCUSSION 

ÁTransWest Express Project (TWE)

ÁSonoran-Mojave Desert Renewables Transmission Project (SMRT)

ÁElectrical District 5 to Palo Verde (SPPR)

ÁSunZia Southwest Transmission Project

ÁNV Energy Transmission Line Project

ÁMead-Peacock-Liberty 345-kV Upgrade (Mohave Sun)

ÁWyoming Wind Collector System and/or Southwest South Dakota 

Wind Collector and Transmission Study
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PROPOSALS UNDER DISCUSSION MAP
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PROJECT BORROWING SCHEDULE

Project
Total 

Cost

Total 

Western ShareFY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15 Total ToDate

MATL $213 $161 $107 $54 - - - - $38

TransWestExpress $3,000 $1,500 - $10 $12 $305 $450 $723 -

SonoranMojave Desert Renewables

(SMRT) $1,880 $760 - $1 $25 $375 $300 $59 -

NV Energy $1,200 $300 - $5 $20 $80 $150 $45 -

WY and/or SD Wind Collector TBD $300 - $1 $10 $100 $100 $89 -

Mead-Peacock-Liberty (Mohave Sun) $550 $120 - $5 $25 $50 $40 - -

SunZiaSouthwest Transmission $920 $100 - $5 $25 $60 $10 - -

ElectricDistrict 5 ïPalo Verde (SPPR) $85 $85 - $21 $31 $33 - - -

Total $3,326 $107 $102 $148 $1,003 $1,050 $916 $38
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NOTE:  All dollar amounts are preliminary and subject to change.



STATUS OF PROPOSED PROJECTS 

IN REVIEW PROCESS

SOI Review
Negotiate 

MOU

Negotiate 
Non-Binding 
Term Sheet

Negotiate 
Binding 

Term Sheet

DOE / 
OMB 

Sign Off
Closing

Project 
Monitoring

Projects 

Wind Collector 

Projects

ÁSunZia

ÁSMRT

ÁMATL

Dollar

Value 

(Millions)

$805 $860 $1,500 $161

Permitting, NEPA, Marketing (2-4 years) 4 months 2 months Ongoing
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http://www.sunzia.net/
http://hualapaivalleysolar.com/


TRANSWESTEXPRESS PROJECT

Á725-800 mile, +/ - 600kV, 

3000 MW DC Line

ÁTotal cost about $3 billion

ÁWestern and TransWest50-

50 Project Owners - Funding 

participation by Westernõs TIP 

Authority

ÁWestern Joint Lead w/ BLM 

on the EIS
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TRANSWESTEXPRESS PROJECT

NB Term 
Sheet Signed 
Jan 22, 2010

MOU signed 
April 30, 2010

Interim 
Development 
Agreement 
Q4 2010

Project 
Agreements 

Executed
&

ROD 
Q2 2013

Commercial 
Operations 
Q4 2015
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SMRTPROJECT 

ÁProject Elements  

ÁPalo Verde-North Gila

ÁPalo Verde-Blythe

ÁParker Davis Project

Á Imperial Valley Network

ÁLas Vegas to Los Angeles

Á9 parties signed a letter of 

agreement in Dec. 2009 to 

study the projectõs technical 

feasibility and possible 

arrangements

ÁBusiness model discussions 

are underway
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ED5-PV (SPPR) PROJECT

Project elements:

ÁTest Track to Palo Verde Hub

ÁParticipation in 500-kV Southeast Valley Project

ÁED5 to Test Track ðNew Western 230-kV Line
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ED5-PV PROJECT (SPPR) PROJECT

ÁProject will support customersõ load growth and renewable 

generation development through access to PV Market Hub

ÁTotal Project Cost $85M

ÁWestern Lead on EA

ÁProjected in service 2015

ÁCurrent Activities:

ÁFinalizing Transmission Planning Studies

ÁSoliciting Renewable Generation Interconnection Interest

ÁDeveloping Agreements for participation
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NV ENERGY PROJECT

Á 685-mile 500-kV AC transmission line developed in 4 phases

Á Project Phases

Á Harry Allen Sub near Las Vegas to Northwest Sub to Amargosa Valley 

(western NV)

Á Desert Rock Sub to Mead Sub (south of Las Vegas)

Á Amargosa Valley to Reno, NV

Á Reno to northern California

Á Total Estimated Cost:  $1.2 billion

Á WAPA Estimated Financing:  $300 million

Á Preliminary discussions between WAPA and NV Energy have begun
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