October 26, 2010

Dear SWAT Stakeholders,

The SWAT Transmission Corridor Work Group (TCWG) was formed in response to a number of confusing plans and possible opportunities among SWAT members to work with state and federal land agencies.  Since a number of land management agencies are revisiting land management plans (LMP) this year and next, the TCWG is planning to collaborate and provide input and guidance to the process.  There are many SWAT projects working closely with the agencies, and TCWG has a role to help coordinate and impact the new plans.  

Chuck Russell from Salt River Project and Julia Souder from Clean Line Energy Partners are co-chairing the TCWG.   We are looking forward to working with you to develop a new outreach plan to ensure the federal and state agencies are considering our SWAT projects in their land use and resource management plan changes.  

The development of renewable generation (generally remote from population centers) is driving the need to connect renewable generation sites with the transmission system and the loads to which they will be directed. And the siting of transmission lines will include areas of federal and state lands, and possibly tribal lands where there is interest. 
The purpose of the SWAT TCWG group when it was developed was to provide:

· Input into the public processes used by the land management agencies for the revision of their plans and rules.

· updates to various tribal nations who are interested in transmission line siting and various SWAT projects

· Lobbying of the need for corridor development to other land management agencies due to the time frames required to develop transmission versus the time frames to develop resources.

· Information from both of the above efforts to the SWAT group to aid in formulating strategies necessary to meet both customer requirements, resource developers’ needs, and legal and regulatory requirements.

While Mr. Bernosky was chair, he visited with the six forests in Arizona in regard to their LMP revision, provided advice and guidance to Pinal County and the City of Casa Grande in regard to their general plan revisions, and initiated development of the siting Road Map for the Western Governors Association (WGA). The forests continue to work on their plans (several have gotten to the draft form for review and comment), Pinal County has adopted a general plan with resource and transmission needs sections, and the Road Map was provided to the WGA.  There are additional Forest Service and BLM plans to review and work closely on this year and next.
We would like to solicit current and new members of the TCWG to work on the following TCWG activities: 

· Continued outreach with Indian Communities (i.e. Ak Chin, Tohono Oodham, Navajo Nation)

· Continued participation in the LMP revisions by the Arizona and New Mexico Forests 

· Participate in Forest LMP revisions in the other states within the SWAT foot print
· Maintain a level of monitoring/advice for the BLM solar energy area studies
· Monitor & report on  state and federal wind energy study areas

· Monitor and report on  RETI efforts in California and other renewable programs in other states at SWAT meetings. 
· Provide informational presentations and commenting on the dependence of resource on transmission lines and corridors (when invited).

Chuck and Julia will work closely with the TCWG and SWAT to ensure the following goals are reached:  
· Establish firm communication links with the various Land Management Agencies (Federal, State, and Local)
· Act as a Subject Matter Expert on transmission line requirements for agencies involved in the development and furthering of renewable energy sources.

· Act as Liaison to WECC committees and subcommittees for dissemination of information from SWAT and SWAT members on planning for corridors to support renewable resources.
· Act as a conduit for the cross pollination of knowledge with interested and affected parties.
· Act as an advocate of our members in the creation of corridors across public lands in the SWAT footprint to move renewable resources to customers.
· Avoid mission creep by developing a plan of action, and moving that plan forward, particularly in respect to LMP revisions by USFS, BLM, and USFWS.
· Perform “outreach with education” and create generic transmission planning presentation to educate why advanced planning is useful.
We will host a call on November 3rd at 9am Pacific time to review the goals and next steps and confirm membership.  The number is Phone #:  800-490-7515  Code:  Meeting # *1132743*.
We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Chuck Russell and Julia Souder 
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