Date:
February 27, 2008
To: 
Robert Stade, Chair of TAS Studies Work Group (SWG)                                                   
From:
Jerry Smith, WestConnect Planning Manager and

Bob Smith, WestConnect Planning Management Committee Chairman
Re: 
A Framework for Evaluation of Study Requests

Submitted for the 2008 Synchronized Study Plan 

The representation of WestConnect’s study request in the SWG study plan indicates the SWG has properly interpreted our request. Our request is well aligned with the study plan already envisioned by SWG to meet DOE congestion study requirements. Our request was not intended to be prescriptive about how TEPPC should perform its studies but rather highlighting the need to assure studies sufficiently address all three levels of congestion concerns raised by DOE in its 2006 report to Congress: critical congestion, conditional congestion and congestion areas of concern. WestConnect provides the following responses to study request evaluation questions raised by the TAS Study Work Group (SWG).
(a) What portion of the interconnected system will be considered by the study?

WestConnect’s study request is related to studying the entire Western Interconnection as per DOE congestion study requirements.
(b) Does the request raise fundamental design issues of interest to multiple parties?

Yes – it deals with multiple regions within WECC and DOE as it relates to congestion assessments for the entire West.
(c)
Does the request raise policy issues of national, regional or state interest; for example, access to renewable power, and location of both conventional and renewable resources? 

Yes – the DOE congestion study fundamentally considers these policy issues. 

(d)
Can the objectives of the study be met by other studies by clustering or combination?

Our WestConnect study request is supportive of the general study plan being considered by TEPPC and does not envision adding additional study obligations beyond that required to respond to the DOE congestion study requirements. TEPPC should review and consider existing local and subregional study work to avoid more granular study obligations for TEPCC. The Reliability Must Run studies performed for the Arizona Corporation Commission and WestConnect’s subregional reliability planning studies serve as examples. 
(e)
Will the study provide information of broad value to customers, regulators, transmission providers, etc.?

Only if the base study is performed void of conceptual transmission projects. WestConnect has differentiated between “planned” and “conceptual” projects in its 2007 Transmission Plan. It is our belief that only “planned” projects should be incorporated in TEPPC base cases. It is also our belief that a project’s position in the WECC path rating process is not a good measure upon which to base a decision regarding inclusion of projects in the TEPPC base case study.  
(f)
Can similar requests for studies or scenarios be represented generically if the projects are generally electrically equivalent?
This question does not apply to the WestConnect request. We are not asking for a particular project to be studied. In fact we are advocating studies that do not include conceptual projects as a part of the base line study effort. However, we encourage TEPPC to use generic project models and consolidation of project study requests as much as possible in the TEPPC study plan.
(g)
Can requests be aggregated into energy or load aggregation zones with generic transmission expansion between? 
Yes to the degree such studies would provide meaningful results. WestConnect supports the level of study model granularity necessary to answer DOE congestion concerns.
(h)
Does the study request require the use of production cost simulation or can it be better addressed through technical studies such as power flow and stability analysis?

WestConnect’s study request is for production cost study simulations identifying potential congestion in the West. We do advocate use of non-production cost simulation study tools when addressing the technical performance of planned or proposed transmission projects. See our response to question (d).
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