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To: 

Cary Deise – Chair, WestConnect Steering Committee 

Gary Harper – Chair, WestConnect Regional Planning Initiatives 

Bob Smith – Chair, WestConnect Planning Management Committee 

Charlie Reinhold – WestConnect Project Manager 

Jerry Smith – WestConnect Planning Manager 

Approval is requested for $6,000 to sponsor the proposed SWAT Short Circuit Working Group Workshop. 

Attached is a request from the SWAT Short Circuit Working Group (SCWG) for funding of a one week workshop 
in June to develop an operating short circuit base case for the SWAT footprint. As outlined in the Background and 
Discussion portions of the Funding Request Executive Summary, the SCWG has been hampered by not being 
able to pull all of the necessary resources into a single focused effort. The proposed workshop is targeted to 
complete the objectives for 2008. 

<<BAM SCWG workshop Summary 2-4-08.doc>>  

The attached power point presentations are from the SCWG meetings on March 4, 2008 and October 30-31, 
2007 provides additional background, information, and detail. 

<<Mar 4th.ppt>>         <<Oct2007 SWAT SCWG update.ppt>>  

SWAT originally requested funding support from the WestConnect Steering Committee to create a desert 
southwest impedance map. The WestConnect Steering Committee provided tentative support for the concept 
subject to better scope and budget definition. As the SCWG worked to address a manageable and more assured 
lower cost, the project has transitioned away from a mapping effort into a database effort requiring the resources 
of planners and system protection engineers from each WestConnect member company. With the creation of the 
WestConnect Planning Management Committee, it may be more appropriate to redirect the request from the 
Steering Committee to the Planning Management Committee. 

The SCWG is trying to firm up the details and accommodations/arrangements for the proposed June Workshop 
but cannot proceed without sponsorship from WestConnect. 

WestConnect approval is requested for sponsorship of this workshop.



 
Robert Kondziolka 

Chair, SWAT Sub-Regional Planning Group 
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SWAT Funding Request

Title of Item

Short Circuit Working Group (SCWG) Case Workshop.

WestConnect Steering and Planning Committee Action Requested/Recommended

It is requested that the WestConnect Steering and Planning Committees provide financial support in the amount of an estimated $5270 for a week long SCWG workshop. This support will be used for procuring meeting space as well as refreshments and lunch for the duration of the workshop. 

Brief summary


The proposed Short Circuit Case Workshop will be a week long and facilitate the SCWG in its work to create a consolidated SWAT footprint operating short circuit case. The workshop will be held June 2-6, 2008 in Denver at the Denver West Marriot.

Background

The SCWG was formed to produce and maintain a consolidated SWAT footprint operating short circuit case for use by member utilities to determine correct fault currents for relay operation, breaker duty evaluations, and safety grounds, as well as other uses each utility will have for accurate transmission and sub-transmission fault currents. The SCWG was formed in January 2006 and in its two year existence it has yet to produce this case. It has become apparent that the current monthly meeting format is not producing the results required from the group. The goal of the workshop is to merge all member cases into a single ASPEN case. After the workshop, this case will then be validated by each SCWG member.

Discussion

The SCWG was formed January 2006 and in its two year existence it has yet to produce a short circuit case. It has become apparent that the current monthly meeting format is not producing the results required from this group. This workshop is an attempt focus the efforts of the committee to produce a case in a shorter amount of time the current efforts would allow. Each member representative has committed to attending the workshop and having the appropriate protection and planning expertise in attendance to achieve the proposed workshop objectives. 


Budget and Financial Considerations

The following is based on 15 attendees. Each participant will be responsible for their own transportation and hotel accommodations. Hotel accommodations are available for $149 per night.

		Cost Summary



		Meeting Room Rate

		

		

		

		$350

		per day X

		5

		$1,750



		Continental Breakfast

		$14

		per person X

		15

		$210

		per day X

		5

		$1,050



		Lunch

		$25

		per person X

		15

		$375

		per day X

		5

		$1,875



		Afternoon Coffee

		$11

		per person X

		15

		$165

		per day X

		5

		$825



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		Total

		

		$5,500



		

		

		

		

		

		Tax (4.8%)

		

		$220



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		Grand Total

		

		$5,720



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		








SWAT SCWG

March 4th, 2008 Meeting



Phoenix, AZ







Agenda

Introductions, Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 

Open Action Items

Workshop June 2nd-6th

Roundtable

Breakout Work session

Announcements

Review Action Meeting Action Items

Determine Date and Location of Next Meeting 









		Introductions

		Approval of January 2008 Meeting Minutes











Open Action Items

		Action Item Spreadsheet

		Any other action items?









June Workshop (2nd – 6th)

		Items to bring

		Switching diagrams of your system

		System Maps

		Aspen key

		Print-out of .DXT file of your case

		Finished .OLR file complete with zones, bus numbers and geographic representation

		List of Seams and Remote Seams buses









Workshop	Agenda

		Monday, June 2nd

		Produce cases 1, 2, 3, 4. 

		Tuesday, June 3rd

		Start work on cases 5, 6 

		Wednesday, June 4th

		Finish cases 5, 6

		Start Final Case?

		Thursday and Friday June 5th-6th

		Finish Final case, do some preliminary error checking

		Elect new chairman.	









Combination procedure

		APS + SRP = Case 1 

		TEP + SWTC = Case 2 

		EPE + PNM = Case 3 

		NPC + WAPA + IID = Case 4 

		Case 1 + Case 2 = Case 5 

		Case 3 + Case 4 = Case 6 

		Case 5 + Case 6 = Final Case 









Roundtable

		How’s everyone doing?

		Zones?

		Bus Numbers?

		Geographical Representation?

		Connections with other utilities identified?









Work Session





		Any question on what needs to be done to finishing conditioning cases?









Announcements

		Any announcements?









Review Assigned Action Items











Determine Location of Next Meeting

		Date? April 15th.





		Location? Las Vegas.














SWAT SCWG update to SWAT committee

David Wheeler, SRP 

SWAT SCWG Chairman

October 30-31 2007

Reno, NV







2007 Summary

		Ron Onate from APS and myself are continuing to work closely with Electrocon to solve problems introduced when converting cases from ASPEN to CAPE and back to ASPEN. We have made several steps forward, but still have many more problems to fix before we will feel comfortable with this process. 



		New ASPEN version (v10.10) will no longer be supporting ASPEN – CAPE conversion software. We are currently researching other ways of doing conversion. ASPEN suggests converting through PTI format.



		We began some preliminary case combination at the last few meetings. We have encountered several unforeseen problems and challenges. Most of which stem from somewhat vague instructions as well as inconsistent meeting attendance. This has led to better defined procedures and a need for more support from leadership to make the work of this committee a priority.









2007 Summary

		Members have been tasked with finishing the process of conditioning their ASPEN cases, it has become apparent that there was confusion about exactly what the process for merging case will be. I have developed a procedure to address this issue. We hope to have all cases ready for merging by our next meeting (early next year).



		We revisited the West Connect Map Proposal, and decided that the information on the proposed impedance maps would be redundant and cause unneeded work. We voted to abandon this work and focus on finishing the joint ASPEN case.



		I am currently working with Christopher Fecke-Stoudt to migrate SCWG website from Oasis server to WestConnect web page. 









2008 Work Scope

		Next meeting tentatively scheduled for Jan 22nd

		Have all members finish preparation work for case merging by first quarter, excluding Cape-ASPEN conversion issues. Will need more support from leadership to make this work a priority for this to be accomplished. 

		Migrate SCWG Website to West Connect site by end of first quarter.

		Finish Cape-ASPEN conversion issues by end of second quarter.









2008 Work Scope

		Third quarter, finish first iteration of SWAT footprint ASPEN case, and start error checking process.

		End of Year 2008, finish error checking and be ready to start using this case for all future short circuit studies in SWAT footprint.

		Develop future plan of information sharing, including mutual coupling and case updating process.

		Reach out to other utilities to enlarge case and develop more realistic model.









