SWAT NMAZ Conference Call

8/10/07

Attendees:



Peter Krzykos



Barrie Kokanos



Gary Trent



Ken Bagley



John Kyei


Paul Andrae



Tom Wray


John Hernandez



David Tovar


Tom Duane

Most of the discussion spent during the call had to do with APS’s response to a requirement made in the ACC Fourth Biennial Transmission Assessment order.  
· Black and Veatch has performed an assessment of potential renewable resources in the state of Arizona.  The order from the fourth BTA (docket E-00000D-05-0040) describing APS’s requirement to address transmission issues relative to renewables is given below.  The deadline for completing the transmission assessment is the end of the year.  

“It is further ordered that in the next BTA, Commission regulated electric utilities, in consultation with the stakeholders, should prepare an assessment of ATC for renewable energy and prepare a plan, including a description of the location, amount and transmission needs of renewable resources in Arizona, to bring available renewable resources to load.”

Peter outlined a plan of action for completing the response is broken into two Phases.
Phase I  

· Outline projected renewable locations in Arizona.
· Determine existing available transmission capacity.

· Outline other projected resource projects in Arizona, including associated transmission projects.

· Overlay SRP, APS and TEP current 10 year plans.

· Determine projected available transmission capacity in the next 10 years.

· Recommend additional transmission plans to accommodate renewable resources.
Phase II  

Integration of renewable resources into Arizona/New Mexico Transmission Network.
· It was noted in the call that if entities representing renewable resources request that their projects be represented in the assessment, they could be double counted in relation to the Black and Veatch study in some circumstances.  There may be a justification rather than count these parties in the assessment to list them separately in the report.  
· It was also noted that there are other renewable assessments underway outside of Arizona that may be used as a reference to the Arizona analysis.  A question was raised which no one was able to answer was in regard to using LGIP generator lists available for inclusion in the assessment.  The issue of double counting again surfaced that could make the results of the assessment unreliable if the LGIP parties are counted.

· The attendees agreed to have a brainstorming session in Albuquerque on 9/12 to identify addition transmission options.  There was also a discussion on whether to have a meeting before 9/12 to discuss renewables not accounted for in the Black and Veatch study.  Peter said he will ask at the next SWAT meeting if there is interest of having a separate meeting for parties representing renewable generators.     
· Desert Rock, NTP 1 and Southern Navajo Upgrades – Barrie said that Desert Rock representatives are anticipated to have a meeting w/ APS soon.  NTP 1 studies are in Phase II of the WECC Project Rating Review process and cases are currently being built for the simultaneous studies.  The CPR for the Southern Navajo Upgrade project was just released for comment to WECC.
· John Hernandez stated that the Path 54 upgrade project is in Phase II and is working on issuing an Accepted Ratings Report very soon using comments from APS.
· John Kyei updated the group on Sunzia.  The project has entered Phase I of the WECC Project Rating Review process and is completing a CPR which is due in October.  Proposed rating for the project is 1200 MW.  Tom Wray mentioned that it appears that the Las Cruces BLM office will take the lead in the federal permitting and the NEPA studies.  Eastern terminus of the project appears to be located around Las Cruces, NM and the western terminus will be near the proposed Pinal South switching station.   

· No new information on the Bowie plant at this time.

· Tom Duane stated that cases are being built for studying the project and L&R information is being processed.
Another conference call has not been set, however a meeting of interested parties will occur in Albuquerque on 9/12.  

