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Meeting Notes
PICTURE ID REQUIRED FOR SECURITY
Phone Bridge (800) 444-2801 … Participant Code 4984346
1. Introductions, Agenda Review & Opening Comments – Robert Kondziolka:
The meeting began with Rob Kondziolka beginning the meeting with introductions and opening comments.  
Agenda Items: It was suggest that for future agendas, an item discussing other activities between the subregional planning groups and SWAT, be added as a regularly occurring item.
Opening Comments:  How can SWAT take the lead in integrating Resource Planning and non-wire solutions/options into the transmission planning Arena?
2. New SWAT Leadership – Tom Wray
It was a year ago when SWAT Leadership selection Subgroup was formed to fill the SWAT Chairman and Vice Chairman positions. The Subgroup was lead by Tom Wray, Peter Krzykos and Jim Charters.  

On May 5, 2010 in Albuquerque during the last SWAT meeting an outline of the process and process timeline was presented.  As a result of this selection process, LeeAnn Torkelson was selected as Chairman of SWAT for a two year term.  She will be replacing Rob Kondziolka who has Chaired SWAT regional planning group for the last 6 and half years from its inception.   

Questions: How wide spread was the selection process given in pursuing an applicant.

Answer: WestConnect footprint.
The group is currently searching for a vice chairman.   If you are interested in the vice chairman position or if you know of a qualified candidate please contact Tom Wray, Pete Krzykos or Jim Charters.  For contact information please go to the following hyperlink.
For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
SWAT Leadership Selection Taskforce_PRESENTATION_081710 
3. Technical Committee Reports:
a. Study Area Presentation by Chairs – Update on 2010 Study Work
i. Colorado River Transmission Subcommittee (CRT) – Josh Johnston (Phoned In)
The current 2010 Activities of the CRT are as follows:

· Yuma County 230kV ring circuit concept –technical study work. 
· A technical study work group has been created and currently has 6 entities participating.  The study group has completed a comprehensive study plan and have coordinated a study base case. The group plans to have a finalized study report completed in the October time frame.
· Western’s TIP 
· Sonoran-Mohave Renewable Transmission (SMRT) Project.

The Preliminary Feasibility Study kick-off was in April 2010. The technical study results and report are expected to be finalized in the October time frame.
· ACC BTA
· Sixth Biennial Transmission Assessment (BTA)

Following the 5th BTA recommendations, Mohave and Yuma County RMR technical study work was coordinated through the CRT group. The Commission expressed concerns in regard to the need for additional stakeholder involvement in the Yuma areaRMR study. It also expressed concerns about the need for a coordinated RMR cut plane definition and joint study in Mohave County. Findings for both study efforts were presented at the ACC BTA Workshop in June.

For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
CRT SWAT PRESENTATION_081710
ii.  Central Arizona Transmission Subcommittee (CATS) – Joe Herrera (Phoned In)
The group has been involved in looking at joint issues and concerns with MOD-029.  (NERC standards MOD -028-029-030). Joe Herrera started his presented by defining the FERC MOD-029 requirements which have lead to a lot of questions with no current answers.  The CATS group has compiled a list of questions and concerns and has included the list in the attached presentation.

Currently the group has been focusing on joint projects and has compiled a TTC Tracking spreadsheet for the jointly owned facilities. 

Question 1:  Have you been able to recreate the ratings of the lower voltage systems?
Group response 1: Currently CATS have not conducted any MOD-029 study work. Most of the lower voltage systems studies have been conducted by the individual Utilities with initial results showing lower TTC than historic TTC values. 

Comments from the Group: The CCPG group has also been looking at their jointly owned facilities. Others have looked at the OATI paths.  CCPG like SWAT have also compiled a TTC Tracking spreadsheet using the same template as the SWAT group.

Question 2:  Has CCPG developed a list of questions and if so do they follow what SWAT/CATS has developed? 
Group response 2: Bottom line is, right now there are more questions than answers.

For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
CATS_SWAT_PRESENTATION_081710
iii. Southern Arizona Transmission Study Subcommittee (SATS) – Gary Trent
2010 Study Plan Review and Status

· SATS has completed and presented study plan

· Revised load forecast is complete

· Base case development is complete
· Studies to investigate the impacts of deferring previously plan facilities is currently in progress
· SATS plans to investigate large transmissions projects and their effects and impacts on the existing transmission plan.

· Plans to investigate alternative configurations to mitigate high flows on lower voltage system (Winchester 345/230kV transformer, Bicknell 345/230kV transformer and Apache-Bicknell 230kV line) caused by EHV outages.  
· Develop and evaluate alternatives to the Tortolita-North Loop 345kV proposals based on the SPPR Three Terminal plan.
· SunZia and the Southline projects will be evaluated as part of the SATS 2011 study work plan.

· Develop and evaluate alternatives for joint SWTC/TEP substation(s) to supply TEP/TRICO loads south of Tucson. Study work has been deferred due to lower load forecast and contract issues.

· Identify Potential Projects in the SATS Footprint. This is will be included in the SATS 2010 final report.

· VAR Margin Study,230kV and above. Deferred due to work load.

Study assumptions.  LAPS (local area protection schemes) will continue to be used, 
Remaining Schedules (Meeting dates and topics): 
· August 23, 2010 Present Final Study Results 

· October 7, 2010   Review of Draft Report

· October 28, 2010 Approve SATS 2010 Final Report and approve SATS 2011 Study Plan

· November 16, 2010 Present 2010 Final Report and 2011 Study Plan to SWAT Oversight Committee.
For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
SATS_SWAT_PRESENTATION_081710
iv. New Mexico Area Subcommittee – Tom Duane 
NM Subcommittee Update: August 12th Conference Call
· Update of Generation Interconnection Request Totals

· Update on NM Regional Transmission

· Collector System Review

· NM State Activities

– RETA Corridors

– Governor's Task Force

· NERC Compliance Activities

– Utility 10-Year Plans

– MOD-001/MOD-029
Proposed Renewable Transmission

· High Plains Express

· SunZia

– In WECC Phase II Rating Process

– Draft EIS Tentatively Q1 2011

· Tres Amigas

· Santa Fe Project

· Southline Project (studies in SATS)

· Lucky Corridor

· EPE Cluster Feasibility Study Posted

The El Paso Interconnection Cluster Study (8 generation projects 2700 MW) (Feasibility study) has been completed and is posted on El Paso Website. Only four of the generation projects (1500 MW) have chosen to move forward into the SIS study phase.

New Mexico Collector System

No further work has developed in the New Mexico collector systems.

RETA Draft Corridors
· TCC presentation on June 11 in public meeting.

· Included information on RETA proposed corridors for renewable transmission additions.

· Comments compiled and presented June 28. Comments received from approximately 16 stakeholders.
Governor's Transmission Planning Task Force

· 24 Member Panel Task Force Appointed with First Meeting Held Aug 2.

· Mission: Assist RETA in creating a blueprint of New Mexico’s future renewable energy transmission system

– Address financing and cost recovery

– Identify potential projects

– Identify steps needed to grow the statewide electricity transmission grid

– 5-year, 10-year, and 20-year planning horizon.

· Comprises public utilities, environmental experts, land owners, professionals from the renewable energy generation sector and other stakeholders

· Recommendations of Task Force due Nov 4
NERC Compliance Activities

· Utility 10-Year Plan Updates

· MOD-001, MOD-029 activities for jointly owned transmission paths – may impact posted path capability and posted ATC

For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
NM_SWAT_PRESENTATION_081710
b. Renewable Energy Transmission Task Force (RTTF) – Peter Krzykos

Generation interconnection queue for Arizona 23,000 MW of Solar and Wind generation interconnect request currently in the queue.
· Nevada, New Mexico and Arizona Queue Update (2010)
The Generation Queue Maps for Arizona, Nevada and New Mexico have been updated and included in the presentation. It was noted for Arizona there is over 23,000 MW of Solar and Wind generation of interconnection request currently in the Queues.
· Recommendations from the 6th BTA

· RTTF next step 

-  SWAT Steering Committee meeting

-  Coordination with other subregional groups (CATS, SATS, CRT and NM)

- 2011 Study Plan
For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
RTTF_SWAT_PRESENTATION_081710
c. Short Circuit Study Group – Kevin Salsbury (Phoned In)
The data base conversion process is nearly complete. The current targeted scheduled is to have something useable by the next SCSG meeting in September. 
It is time to rotate in a new Chairman.  IID is the next on the rotation scheduled. Kevin Salsbury has agreed to Chair the group through to when the contractor has completed their work to keep things running smoothly.
Next Scheduled meeting September 23rd in Las Vegas
d. Transmission Corridor Work Group – Robert Kondziolka
The Transmission Corridor Work Group has elected two new co-chairs (Julia Souder or Clean Line Energy Partners and Chuck Russell of the Salt River Project.

4. Eldorado Valley Area Study Group – Chuck Russell (Phoned in) 
The Eldorado Valley Study Group (EVSG) is a newly formed study group under SWAT.  The purpose of the SWAT EVSG is to provide a forum in which the owners of the electric system in the Eldorado Valley and those interested in interconnecting projects into that system can communicate  needs.   The parties will be coordinating study work to determine the technical requirements of the proposed interconnections.
Current Activities have included:

· Development of a Work Plan

Currently in its final stages of development

· Task
· Inventory – Comprehensive list of Planned and Purposed  Projects

· Development of a Conceptual Plan for the Eldorado Valley System

· Testing of Conceptual Plan via study work.
· Schedule

· Initiated Plan, Data Requests

· Conceptual Plan to begin upon completion of Project Inventory

· Studies to begin upon development of Conceptual Plan

· Complete by the end of the first quarter of 2011
For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
EVSG_SWAT_PRESENTATION_081710
5. ACC BTA Update – Prem Bahl
The first workshop for the ACCs 6th BTA process were held on June 3rd and 4th in Phoenix.  The first draft of the BTA report was sent out for comment on July 27th with comments due July 30th.  The follow-up workshop was held on August 4th. An updated draft of the report with initial comments from the first draft and the follow-up workshop were sent out for review on August 16th with comments due back to the ACC on August 23rd. 
For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
ACC_SWAT_PRESENTATION_081710
6. Other Items - All
7. Next Meeting – November 16, 2010 (Phoenix, Arizona)
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