
                      DRAFT NOTES




SWAT Oversight Committee

January 13, 2009

NV Energy Offices

6226 W. Sahara Ave, Las Vegas, Nevada 89431

Pearson Building – Meeting Room A (4th Floor)

10:00am to 5:00pm (PST)

1. Introductions, Agenda Review & Opening Comments – LeeAnn Torkelson

LeeAnn provided a brief introduction to the facilities and requested introductions by those in attendance - attendance list.

2. Technical Committee Reports

a. Presentation by Chairs – Approval of 2008 Studies, Activity Reports and Approval of Study Plans for 2009 

i. Colorado River Transmission Subcommittee – Ken Bagley
During 2008 CRT held seven meeting, two conference calls.  CRT will act as forum for Mohave and Yuma area RMR studies with APS and TEP to co-chair BTA required RMR study work.  HTP project consists of 90 miles 230 kV loop for renewables.  Collector system already dedicated as a utility corridor.  HTP went through open season with up to 2000 MW of interest plus 2700 MW of queue (in CAISO).  The next CRT meeting will be held on April 22, 2009.  The CRT 2009 study plan unanimously approved.
ii. Central Arizona HV Subcommittee – Joe Herrera
During 2008, CATS-HV completed 2018 CATS-HV Report.  2018 CATS-HV reports focuses on the generation and transmission upgrades.    2018 WECC seed case and added the detail that includes SPPR and SRP generation.  Also added detail to the study cases to show underlying problems.  Draft report sent out December 31, 2008.  2008 study report and 2009 study plan approved at the January 6, 2009 meeting.  The 2008 CATS-HV study was unanimously approved.
iii. CATS EHV Subcommittee –LeeAnn Torkelson
The previous 2009 study plan is being delayed until 2010.  The revised 2009 study plan is to complete the BTA required study work.  Stakeholder comments included continuing project review and encouraging the study work for 2009 to ensure the injection capability of renewables.  -The injection study work will be discussed in late 2009 as part of developing a 2010 study plan.  The 2009 study plan was unanimously approved.  
iv. Southern Arizona Transmission Study Subcommittee – Ron Belval
The 2008 SATS report was completed in November 2008.  The 2008 SATS report was unanimously approved.  The 2008 SATS report recommendations became the 2009 SATS study plan. The 2009 study plan is to examine generation injection scenarios and identify flow thru SATS area to the western markets.  SATS will cover interaction between the SATS and CATS areas; specifically the proposed SPPR project.  SATS is working to develop more consistent cost estimates by using generic TEPPC transmission cost estimates.  The 2009 SATS study plan was unanimously approved.  Sunzia will utilize this group to review the Willow interconnection and benefits.  Gary Trent was elected (at a previous SATS meeting) as the new SATS chairman.  

v. Arizona/New Mexico EHV Subcommittee – Peter Krzykos
This study group indicated nothing new to report.

vi. New Mexico Load Area Subcommittee – Tom Duane
During 2008 the study group looked at the feasibility study of the High Plains Express project.  New Mexico study group is not proposing any study plan for 2009, but will continue to participate in RTTF group during 2009.  Sunzia indicated they would like to continue to participate any study group meetings during 2009. 

b. Renewable Transmission Task Force – Peter Krzykos
During 2008, the RTTF study group did not complete its technical assessment, but did complete the ATC map and Renewable potential resource locations and the developed the potential transmission additions map; displaying full potential of renewable resources.  Results of ACC BTA include recommendations to continue with Renewable assessment and to proceed forward.  The 2009 study plan consists of two separate but parallel studies due to the differing requirements of the SWAT and BTA study work requirements.  Both Nevada and New Mexico feel their solar and wind development percentages are accurate; Arizona is working to revise the wind vs. solar renewable generation percentages.  By October 2009, conceptual transmission development and technical assessment is expected to be completed.  The 2009 RTTF study plan was unanimously approved. 

c. Short Circuit Study Group –Kevin Salsbury
Kevin was elected (at a previous meeting) as the new chairman for the SCWG having taken over for David Wheeler.  The SCWG base case is a present day model case and the SCE equivalent should be added to the base case during the next SCWG meeting.  During 2009, SCWG will have quarterly meetings.  Tri-State offered to join SCWG; they were welcomed.  The 2009 SCWG study plan was unanimously approved.
d. Common Corridor Structure Separation Task Force – Mark Etherton
Study group reported that most of the study work is complete.  During the first quarter of 2009, group expects white paper completion.  Brain Keel is in the process of compiling the first draft of the white paper.  

3. Approval of SWAT Charter – LeeAnn Torkelson/Rob Kondziolka
SWAT recently received comments that require modifications to Charter.  Rob Kondziolka will work directly with the commenting parties to make the appropriate Charter modifications.  Requested modifications included consistency with other planning documents and voting procedures.  He will route the revised Charter to transmission providers to ensure no discrepancies with their Attachment Ks.  Revised Charter will be posted prior to, and seek approval during the next SWAT meeting in Albuquerque.  

4. Update on Transmission Corridor Coordination with US Forest Service – Greg Bernosky
The six national forests are at different points in updating their Forest Plans.  APS has had briefings with five of the six National Forests in Arizona.  The SWAT Transmission Corridor Planning Task Force should coordinate to provide comments and assist with future infrastructure planning and seek adoption of new utility corridors in revised Forest Plans.

5. Formation of Transmission Corridor Task Force – Greg Bernosky
The new task force will focus on how AZ utilities can provide input to land planning entities with an emphasis on utility corridor planning.  This group would give SWAT a voice in the other land planning initiatives.  This group would be able to provide key input and facts to policy makers including the meeting of Western States Land Commissioner in the future and to provide an opportunity for planning groups to anticipate need without a specific project.  SWAT is requesting siting groups and EIS people from each transmission provider to participate in task force.  Additionally, Rob noted, stakeholder involvement would increase functionality.  Rob Kondziolka proposed that bringing in regulatory siting personnel would be reasonable and asked how SWAT can to do this at an earlier stage.  Rob Kondziolka proposed Greg Bernosky chair this group during the first 1-2 years.  The new task force was approved unanimously and Greg Bernosky as the chairman.

6. Update on WestConnect Flow Based Work Group – Chuck Falls
TTC is based upon a one for one MW flow down a line; the flow based model looks at the physics of the flow.  A discussion of the value of flow based advantages and the MAPP MISO tariff free area ensued.  It was noted that this MISO approach is not used the transmission planning.  The next WestConnect Flow Based meeting is on January 22, 2009 at the Las Vegas airport.    

7. NERC ATC Standards – Chuck Falls
Chuck introduced the six proposed NERC ATC standards (MOD-XXX).  Chuck noted that the standards have not been approved by FERC yet, but when (and if they are) they become active one year after approval.  Most entities in WECC use system rated path methodology (MOD-029) ATC calculation.  MOD-029 ATC rating will require path rating studies in both the prevailing and non-prevailing direction on any path posted on OASIS.  There is no requirement for how often the path rating studies will need to be revised.  If a jointly owned path, only one study is required.

8. Proposed Meetings for 2009 –May xx, 2009 (Albuquerque, New Mexico) as 2 half days

August xx, 2009 (Denver, Colorado) Joint Meeting with CCPG & SSPG

November xx, 2009 (Phoenix, Arizona)

January xx, 2010 (Las Vegas, Nevada)


Each of the meeting locations and the general dates were approved.

Meeting adjourned.
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