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2. Study Scope

The last study was completed in 2007-08 and examined a New Mexico wind collector system based on the interconnection requested in PNM’s interconnection queue and the proposed High Plain Express project.  The report was completed in February 2008.

It has been proposed that the NM study group perform a study to provide a high level collector system for the entire state of NM that would tie in with the Sun Zia and High Plains Express projects.  The following study process was discussed.

Step 1: Identify renewable resource zones within the state of New Mexico.  Zones could have a radius of 30-40 miles
Step 2: Identify MW capacity of renewable resources based on land availability in resource zones and already queued generation.

Step 3: Connect resources to the system through a single new collector substation in each renewable zone.

Step 4: Connect collector substation together using Sun Zia, High Plains Express and new transmission lines.

Step 5: Determine the maximum capacity the system could handle or identify the transmission required to interconnect a percentage of the identified renewable capacity.

Lisa Szot volunteered to provide the WGA RES data and a list of currently queued generation and proposed points of interconnection in New Mexico including requests in SPP.  Several additional source of renewable information were suggested including RTTF and the renewable plans submitted to WECC.

It was suggested that a recent study completed in Colorado to identify transmission required to interconnect renewable could be used to help guide the development of a study scope.  The Colorado study did not consider interstate transfers.  

It was proposed that a 10 year and 20 year case be developed for this study.  The 10 year case could be developed from the 2019 HS WECC base case and the 20 year case could be developed from the 2030 base case the SWAT CATS EHV group will be developing in the first quarter of 2010.

It was mentioned that routes chosen should avoid area in which transmission will be difficult/impossible to build. However, it was also mentioned that the route should not be tied to specific locations at this stage of the study development.
Items for further discussion:

· Development of a forecast of the need for renewable resources based on system load and state renewable portfolio requirements.

· Development of a multi state resource plan to determine where the power should be delivered.

· Impact of NM Senate Bill 44 on the transmission routes.
· Impact of other state’s legislation that may impact the ability to export the renewable power out of NM.
3. Next Steps
· Develop study scope

· Gather information to help identify the renewable zones

· Meeting to draw out conceptual collector system.

