Meeting Minutes

SWAT New Mexico Study Group

October 29, 2009 10am-2pm

Albuquerque, NM

1. Reviewed August 11, 2009 conference call minutes.  The August meeting proposed the following approach to the NM renewal resources integration study.

Step 1: Identify renewable resource zones within the state of New Mexico.  Zones could have a radius of 30-40 miles

Step 2: Identify MW capacity of renewable resources based on land availability in resource zones and already queued generation.

Step 3: Connect resources to the system through a single new collector substation in each renewable zone.

Step 4: Connect collector substation together using Sun Zia, High Plains Express and new transmission lines.

Step 5: Determine the maximum capacity the system could handle or identify the transmission required to interconnect a percentage of the identified renewable capacity.

2. Reviewed renewable resource areas in New Mexico
a. Wind – Eastern New Mexico

b. Solar – Southern New Mexico and along Western New Mexico in area of high elevation

c. Geothermal – Southwest and North Central New Mexico

3. Discussed other proposed transmission project in New Mexico

a. SunZia – Central New Mexico through southern New Mexico into Arizona

b. High Plains Express – Two 500 kV line through Wyoming, Colorado, and  New Mexico

c. TresAmigas – DC hub connecting SPP, ERCOT, and WECC

d. PNM Collector System

4. EPE presented new interconnection cluster studies – two clusters 115 kV and 345 kV clusters.  The 345 kV cluster is broken down into three geographical area of study: east, central, and west.  Only feasibility studies are being preformed at this time.
5. Group divided into three subgroups to brainstorm transmission lines to be studied.  The individual group maps will be combined into one and sent out to the group.
6. Next meeting – January 2010

