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SWAT	Meeting	Notes	
	
February	16,	2011	
10:00	am	to	4:15	pm	
NV	Energy	Offices	
	

1. SWAT	members	identified	themselves.		Chair	re‐ordered	agenda	item	3.f.	“Renewable	
Energy	Transmission	Subcommittee”	to	item	3.g.	
	

2. DeAnne	Reitz	of	SWCA	developed	a	“Projects	Map”	that	includes	most	of	the	planned	
transmission	projects	in	the	SWAT	footprint.			DeAnne	will	continue	to	accept	transmission	
plans	to	add	to	this	map.			
	
The	“SWAT	Projects”	excel	spreadsheet	was	reviewed	and	approved	by	the	committee,	
without	changes.	
	
A	member	inquired	if	the	National	Interest	Electric	Transmission	Corridors	were	
considered	a	viable	transmission	path	considering	the	recent	9th	circuit	decision.		Julia	
Souder	commented	that	these	corridors	may	be	regarded	as	“dead”.	
	
Mark	Etherton	provided	updates	on	the	North	Gila	–Imperial	Valley	#2,	NVG2,	WECC‐
Eastern	Interconnection	DC	Tie	Upgrade,	and	SunZia	projects	.	
	
Doug	Patterson	provided	an	update	on	the	Southline	transmission	project.	
	
Julia	Souder	provided	an	update	on	the	Centennial	West	transmission	project.	
	
Evan	Estes	provided	an	update	on	the	SWIP	project.	
	

3. SWAT	Technical	Committee	Activities:	
	

a. Josh	Johnston	provided	an	update	on	the	activities	of	the	Colorado	River	
Transmission	(CRT)	subcommittee.		CRT	held	a	meeting	on	2/9/2011	and	a	meeting	
will	be	scheduled	during	March	to	finalize	their	report.		RMR	studies	for	Yuma	and	
Mohave	counties	will	be	conducted	as	directed	by	the	ACC	BTA.	
	

b. Jason	Spitzkoff	provided	an	update	of	the	Central	Arizona	Transmission	System	
(CATS)	Subcommittee.		The	footprint	of	CATS	has	been	expanded	to	cover	the	state	
of	Arizona,	excluding	the	area	covered	by	the	Southern	Arizona	Transmission	
(SATS)	Subcommittee.		CATS	is	coordinating	base	case	development	of	the	2014	and	
2021	cases.	Jason	encouraged	all	members	with	transmission	plans	within	the	CATS	
area	to	send	him	their	modeling	data,	if	they	already	have	not	done	so.	
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c. LeeAnn	Torkelson	covered	Chuck	Russell’s	update	for	the	Eldorado	Valley	Study	
Group.		There	are	approximately	18	projects	under	evaluation.		A	conceptual	map	of	
these	projects	was	developed	using	Google	Earth	software.		This	group	is	requesting	
more	coordination	from	California	planning	groups	(CAISO/CTPG)	and	its	members.	
	

d. Gary	Trent	projected	an	update	on	progress	of	the	SATS	report.		The	SATS	report	
was	internally	approved	on	2/10/2011.		Following	a	brief	review	of	the	report,	
SWAT	approved	the	SATS	report,	without	changes.		Gary	will	file	the	approved	SATS	
report	at	the	ACC.	

	
e. Tom	Duane	provided	an	overview	of	the	New	Mexico	Area	Subcommittee.		Data	has	

been	acquired	to	start	power	flow	modeling	and	preliminary	results	will	be	
reviewed	by	the	subcommittee	during	May	2011.		Tom	expects	a	final	report	by	
August	2011.			

	
f. Kevin	Salisbury	overviewed	the	activities	of	the	Short	Circuit	Study	Work	Group.		

Fourteen	utility	companies	participate	in	this	effort.		Three	softwares	are	being	used	
in	this	evaluation.		The	chairmanship	has	been	transferred	to	Gabby	Gaspar	of	the	
Imperial	Irrigation	District,	but	Kevin	will	continue	to	act	as	a	consultant	to	the	
group	while	the	coordinated	base	case	is	still	being	completed.			

	
g. Julia	Souder	provided	an	overview	of	the	Transmission	Corridor	Work	Group.		A	

meeting	was	held	in	November	to	develop	the	activities	for	this	work	group	during	
2011.		A	primary	function	of	this	group	is	to	conduct	meetings	with	the	Bureau	of	
Land	Management	(BLM)	and	US	Forest	Service	to	teach	these	agencies	the	
transmission	planning	activities	performed	by	SWAT,	as	well	as	get	information	
from	these	agencies	that	will	make	transmission	planning	more	effective	for	
developers.		BLM	and	US	Forest	Service	resource	and	land	management	plans	will	
be	evaluated	by	this	work	group.		A	meeting	is	tentatively	set	for	March	11,2011	in	
Phoenix.			

	
h. LeeAnn	Torkelson	proposed	to	replace	the	Renewable	Transmission	Task	Force	

with	a	‘Renewable	Energy	Transmission	Subcommittee’	(RETS).		LeeAnn	reviewed	
the	possible	activities	for	this	newly	formed	group.		Following	discussion,	SWAT	
decided	to	form	a	small	group	that	will	either	decide	on	a	work	scope	for	RETS	or	to	
dissolve	it.		Alex	Fratkin,	Frank	Barbera,	Amanda	Ormond,	Lisa	Szot	and	Cindy	
Bailey	volunteered	for	this	activity.	
	
SWAT	discussed	the	need	for	a	subcommittee	that	evaluates	the	seam	issues	among	
the	various	SWAT	subcommittees	and	other	regions.		LeeAnn	will	investigate	the	
need	for	such	a	subcommittee	further.	
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4. Charlie	Reinhold	provided	an	overview	of	the	history,	purpose	and	current	activities	of	
WestConnect.		Issues	covered	included	Virtual	Control	Areas,	DSS,	and	reliability	based	
control.	
	

5. LeeAnn		reviewed	the	implementation	of	NERC’s	MOD	standards.		WestConnect	members	
filed	for	an	extension	of	the	4/1/11	implementation	date	and	are	waiting	to	hear	if	the	
extension	is	granted	or	denied.		The	members	of	SWAT	discussed	the	meeting	involving	
NERC,	FERC	occurring	at	the	same	time	as	this	SWAT	meeting..			
	

6. Following	review	and	discussion	of	the	SWAT	Charter,	the	group	decided	to	delay	a	
formation	of	a	work	group	charged	with	the	responsibility	of	amending	the	Charter	to	
conform	with	changes	to	state	and	federal	standards	for	transmission	planning.		Such	delay	
is	warranted	until	the	impacts	of	CIP	standards	and	FERC’s	future	rulemaking	on	
transmission	planning	and	cost	allocation	on	SWAT	are	better	understood.	
	

7. LeeAnn	provided	an	update	on	WECC	activities	that	included	a	review	of	the	Transmission	
Expansion	Planning	Policy	Committee,	Subregional	Coordination	Group,	and	Scenario	
Planning	Steering	Group.			
	

8. SWAT	discussed	political	activity	at	the	state	and	federal	levels	that	may	impact	SWAT	
during	2011	and	beyond.			Due	to	the	robust	discussion	on	this	topic,	the	group	generally	
agreed	to	continue	this	agenda	item	during	subsequent	SWAT	meetings.			
	
	

9. Adjourn	
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Attendees	
	

phone  Ormond  Amanda  480‐491‐3305  asormond@msn.com  Western Grid Group/Interwest 

phone  Szot  Lisa  505‐820‐3189  lisa.szot@tesserasolar.com  Tessera Solar 

phone  Tang  Jim  623‐869‐2673  jtang@CAP‐AZ.com  Central Arizona Project 

x  Aldridge  Madeleine  510.625.7457  madeleine.aldridge@firstsolar.com   First Solar 

x  Bailey  Cindy  602‐808‐2004  cbailey@southwesternpower.com  Southwestern Power/Sunzia 

x  Barajas  David   760‐482‐3450  dlbarajas@iid.com  Imperial Irrigation District 

x  Barbera  Frank   203.216.1060  fbarbera@tresamigasllc.com   Tres Amigas 

x  Chadliev  Vladimir  702‐402‐2460  vchadliev@nvenergy.com  Nevada Energy 

x  Charters  Jim  623‐572‐7972  j_charters@msn.com  Western States Energy Solutions 

x  Chen  Kaicheng  720‐962‐7713  chen@wapa.gov  Western Area Power Administration 

x  Christensen  Henrik  702.938.6119  henrik.christensen@hdrinc.com  HDR, Inc 

x  Duane  Tom   505‐241‐4569  tduane@pnm.com  PNM  

x  Estes  Evan  636.534.3225  eestes@lspower.com   Great Basin Transmission 

x  Etherton  Mark   480‐838‐1427  mark@pdsplc.com  PDS Consulting 

x  Evans  Bruce   520‐586‐5336  bevans@swtransco.coop  Southwest Transmission Cooperative 

x  Franklin  David  909‐274‐1628  david.franklin@sce.com   Southern California Edison 

x  Fratkin  Alex  775‐834‐4897  afratkin@sppc.com  Sierra Pacific Power Company 

x  Houser  Kenneth   602‐274‐3831  khouser@swca.com  SWCA Environmental  

x  James‐King  Suzanne  818‐368‐7383  sljames‐king@mmm.com  3‐M 

x  Johnston  Joshua  602‐605‐2634  jjohnston@wapa.gov  Western Area Power Administration 

x  Keene  Stephen  760‐339‐9550  sjkeene@iid.com  Imperial Irrigation District 

x  Kipp  William  415‐244‐3540  bill@blackforestpartners.com  Black Forest Partners 

x  Koenig  Paul   405.471.7474  pkoenig@srls.net  Smith Roberts Land Services 

x  Larson  Ty  808.280.8971  tylarson@useconsulting.com   USE Inc. 

x  Malone  Dennis   915‐543‐5757  dmalone@epelectric.com   El Paso Electric 

x  McMinn  Barbara  602.371.6383  barbara.mcminn@aps.com   Arizona Public Service 

x  Olson   Mike   602‐605‐2617  olson@wapa.gov   Western Area Power Administration 

x  Patterson  Doug    415.7877.4209  doug@blackforestpartners.com  Black Forest Partners 

x  Piner  Angela  763.591.5478  angela.piner@hdrinc.com   HDR, Inc 

x  Reinhold  Charles   208‐253‐6916  reinhold@ctcweb.net    

x  Rietz  DeAnne  602.274.3831  drietz@swca.com  SWCA Environmental Consultant 

x  Romero  Gary  602‐236‐0974  gtr@krsaline.com  K.R. Saline & Associates, PLC 

x  Ruiz  Reuben  623.869.2370  rruiz@cap‐az.com  Central Arizona Project (CAP) 
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x  Salsbury  Kevin  702‐402‐4022  ksalsbury@nvenergy.com  Nevada Energy 

x  Sandler  Vicki  602‐625‐7879  vickisandler@gmail.com  

AZ Independent Scheduling 
Administrator 

x  Sorenson  Rahn  702‐862‐7208  rsorensen@nvenergy.com  NV Energy 

x  Souder  Julia  602.501.1053  jsouder@cleanlineenergy.com  Clean Line Energy Partners 

x  Spitzkoff  Jason  602‐250‐1651  jason.spitzkoff@aps.com   Arizona Public Service 

x  Stielstra  Steve  650.868.6861  sstielstra@swca.com  SWCA Environmental Consultant 

x  Torkelson  LeeAnn  602‐236‐0973  leeann.torkelson@srpnet.com   Salt River Project 

x  Trent  Gary  520‐745‐3168  gtrent@tep.com  Tucson Electric Power 

x  Young  Randy  602‐250‐3936  randy.young@aps.com   Arizona Public Service 

	


