6 Subregional Planning Groups
The following thumbnail 2007 activity descriptions were provided by individual subregional planning groups.
6.1 ColumbiaGrid
During 2007, eight Northwest entities signed the Planning and Expansion Functional Agreement and ColumbiaGrid staffed up to meet those requirements.  During the summer of 2007, ColumbiaGrid began its Biennial Planning process.  The ColumbiaGrid Initial Transmission Plan was posted in October and includes the currently planned transmission projects of its members.  The Biennial Planning Process will continue through 2008 to produce a System Assessment Report in April and the first Biennial Transmission Plan in December.  

ColumbiaGrid also undertook the facilitation of the WECC Regional Planning Process for the West of McNary Generation Integration Project and the I-5 Corridor Reinforcement Project during 2007.  The West of McNary Regional Planning report was submitted to WECC on December 31; the I-5 corridor report is expected by the end of January 2008.

Due to the many transmission projects and operational planning efforts in the Puget Sound area, ColumbiaGrid also instigated the Puget Sound Area Study Team to address coordination of those issues.
For more details go to www.columbiagrid.org.

6.2 NTAC

(THUMBNAIL TO BE SUPPLIED DESCRIBING ACTIVITIES/RESULTS.)
6.3 Northern Tier Transmission Group (NTTG)

During 2007, the five Northern Tier Transmission Group members formed the NTTG Planning Committee.  Over the summer of 2007 the Planning Committee finalized the PC Charter and PC Membership Agreement which were approved by the Steering Committee.  Subsequently, two additional parties joined the Planning Committee and several more are in the process of joining. 

The two major activities of the Planning Committee and its members in 2007 were:

· Completion of member’s Attachment Ks and the related NTTG Biennial Planning Process to meet FERC Order 890 Planning requirements 

· Facilitation of an open stakeholder process that assessed and quantified customer need for transmission expansion; then identified and initiated several major NTTG transmission expansion projects (“Fast Track Projects”).  

These two activities were performed in parallel.  With completion of the Planning Charter, and Agreement, and with completion of the Planning Attachment Ks in December 2007, the NTTG PC Biennial Planning Process was finalized and began formally in January 2008.  

The major “Fast Track” projects included major transmission reinforcements within the NTTG footprint as well as interconnecting transmission with Balancing Areas in neighboring Sub-Regional Planning Groups and regions west, south, and north of the NTTG area.  Details on the 2007 process, resulting documents and the “Fast Track” projects can be found in the Planning section of the NTTG website http://www.nttg.biz  .
The PC’s two year planning process is now in the “Quarter 1”.  Activities in Q1 include revisiting and updating the “need assessment” and requirements from the 2007 study, and developing the planning assumptions and criteria to be used in the 2008-09 Biennial Planning process leading to the NTTG Biennial Plan and report.  Additionally, the NTTG Economic Study request window now open closes 3-31-08 and the PC will consolidate and work with TEPPC to complete required economic studies that may result.

The NTTG Planning Committee works in cooperation with the NTTG Cost Allocation Committee.  Now active, it was also formed in 2007.  As the biennial planning process identifies needed projects, they will be reviewed by the Cost Allocation Committee whose recommendations will be included in the Biennial Plan report and presented to the Steering Committee for approval.  As a pilot to tune the Cost Allocation Committee process, the 2007 identified major projects which will be reviewed by the Cost Allocation Committee in the spring of 2008.

For more details go to http://www.nttg.biz.

6.4 PSPA

(THUMBNAIL TO BE SUPPLIED DESCRIBING ACTIVITIES/RESULTS.)
6.5 WestConnect

Thirteen transmission providers established a WestConnect subregional planning process during 2007 by signing a WestConnect Project Agreement for Subregional Transmission Planning (STP Agreement).  The STP Agreement established a Planning Management Committee (PMC) made up of one representative of each of the signatory parties.  The PMC is tasked with implementation of a subregional planning process that complies with the WestConnect Planning Objectives and Procedures for Regional Planning approved by the WestConnect Steering Committee on August 24, 2006.

The WestConnect planning process by definition is inclusive of the subregional planning efforts of Southwest Transmission Planning Group (SWAT), the Colorado Coordinated Planning group (CCPG) and other subregional transmission planning (STP) groups efforts that form within the WestConnect planning area. WestConnect has concluded its 2007 planning cycle and has commenced its 2008 planning cycle. A “2007 WestConnect Transmission Plan” and a “2007 WestConnect Transmission Planning Report” are posted on the planning page of the WestConnect website. 
The two 2007 WestConnect planning documents are accompanied by an errata sheet reflecting the corrections, changes and modifications approved by the WestConnect Planning Management Committee at their January 17, 2008 annual planning meeting. The Planning Management Committee presented the three documents to the WestConnect Steering Committee on February 21, 2008 and they were unanimously approved. A google map of the 128 transmission projects contained in the 2007 WestConnect Transmission Plan is accessible on the WestConnect website. 
For more details go to http://www.westconnect.com 

6.5.1 CCPG
During the 2007 study year, the CCPG planning group conducted a study entitled: COLORADO COORDINATED PLANNING GROUP (CCPG) NERC/WECC COMPLIANCE REPORT AND REACTIVE MARGIN ANALYSIS.  The purpose of this study was to help CCPG participants meet selected WECC/NERC compliance standards via the coordinated planning process. Included in this report are the transmission system performance assessment studies for standards TPL-001, TPL-002, TPL-003, and TPL-004. Also included is the Reactive Margin analysis required to meet the associated WECC requirement. A copy of the final report is posted on the WestConnect website.  

Presentations of several other studies performed for the planning area were also given at CCPG meetings during 2007.  Project studies presented and discussed at CCPG 2007 meetings include: 1) seasonal operational limit updates for several WECC rated paths in Colorado, 2) a Foothills Group study, 3) the Eastern Plains Project, 4) the High Plains Express Project, and 5) a Colorado Energy Resource Zone Study per Senate Bill 100.  In addition the Wyoming-Colorado Intertie Project completed and reported on its Feasibility Study, Phase I WECC Path Rating process and has been granted WECC Phase II status.  Presentations of these projects are posted on the WestConnect website.
6.5.2 SWAT  

The SWAT subregional planning group is currently organized as seven subcommittees and a task force which are overseen by a SWAT Oversight Committee. The study efforts of the subcommittees were presented and discussed at four Oversight Committee meetings in 2007. In 2007, the SWAT subcommittees completed the following activities.
· The Arizona/New Mexico Subcommittee monitored and reviewed the development of various projects within its study area during 2007.  Listed below are the Generation and Transmission projects that have completed study work or are currently engaged in an active planning study process.

· Navajo Transmission Project (NTP)

· Desert Rock Generation Project

· Navajo South Transmission Project

· Springerville 4 Generation Project

· SunZia Transmission Project

· TransWest Express 

· High Plain Express

· The CATS-EHV subregional planning group concentrated its study efforts on fulfilling the Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC) Biennial Transmission Assessment (BTA) requirements.  The BTA required study work enables the Commission to conduct an adequacy analysis of the state’s existing and Ten Year planned transmission system.  These studies are a collaborative and joint effort to consider the utilities’ ten year plans in a regional environment.  The following studies were conducted to establish the adequacy of the Ten Year plans: 1) Tenth Year Snap Shot Study (2016), 2)Reliability Must Run Study (RMR), and 3) Common Corridor and Extreme Contingencies Studies.

· The CATS HV subcommittee studied the CATS HV transmission system for the year 2016 to investigate: 1) the performance of the coordinated 2016 Ten-Year Plans for the study area, 2) the potential local system impacts of delayed, cancelled, or initially out of service high voltage (HV) and extra high voltage (EHV) planned projects in the state of Arizona, and 3) the ability of the planned CATS HV system to accommodate local load growth beyond that forecast for 2016.
· The Colorado River Transmission Subcommittee monitored and reviewed the planning efforts of varies projects within its study area.  Listed below are the EHV (500KV) and HV (230-115kV) transmission projects that have completed study work or are currently engaged in an active planning study process.

· Path 49 upgrades 

· EOR 9300

· Devers/Palo Verde No. 2

· Palo Verde Hub/North Gila No. 2

· Topock/Mead Upgrades

· IID Internal Upgrades

· Unisource - Mohave County Upgrades

· The New Mexico Study Group conducted a study to evaluate a specific set of options for transmission system expansion in southern New Mexico to enhance Path 47 and Path 48 transmission capability.  The primary study focus was on Path 48 import capability with modifications that enhance ties between northern and southern New Mexico. This study group also looked at potential expansion of the transmission system to accommodate the numerous wind interconnection requests in central and east central New Mexico.  A conceptual Wind Collector System was developed using a multiple staging approach.
· The Southeastern Arizona Transmission Study (SATS) group became a formal planning group under SWAT in January 2007. The primary objective of SATS is to have a 20 year transmission plan covering the SATS study area. An agreement to conduct the study as a “single system” is a key principle for the study.  A work plan to achieve this objective was jointly developed by the entire group of participants.  It includes the study scope and schedule, plus guidance on the study process, methodology, planning assumptions and criteria.  The 2007 SATS study objective has been ambitious and yielded considerable preliminary findings.  Completion of the current study plan will yield a long range transmission plan for southern Arizona that will compliment the original Long Range Plan conceived for central Arizona by the CATS study group.  
· The Short-Circuit Working Group’s goal for the 2007 study year was to work toward developing a common database to promote regional short circuit studies within the SWAT footprint.  Procedures have been developed to facilitate the migration of individual short circuit system cases into one combined case.  Members have been tasked with finishing the process of conditioning their short circuit cases for merging by early next year.
· A SWAT Renewable Task Force was formed in 2007 to address the 2006 Arizona Corporation Commission’s Biennial Transmission Assessment (BTA) order regarding renewable energy.  The study area of this task force for the 2007 study year was defined as the State of Arizona, to initially address the 2006 BTA Order.  In the future this task force will develop into its own subregional planning subcommittee within SWAT to address renewable resources for the whole SWAT footprint. The Renewable Task Force developed the following in 2007: 1) initial estimates of renewable resources for the State of Arizona, 2) a map which identifies the Available Transmission Capacity (ATC) and Total Transmission Capacity (TTC) in the State of Arizona, and 3) a map showing a conceptual transmission plan to deliver the Renewable resource to Arizona load centers.
6.5.3 Sierra Area  

A subregional planning group has not been formally organized for the northern California and Nevada portion of the WestConnect planning area.  The utilities whose systems are located in the area are Sierra Pacific Power Company/Nevada Power Company, Sacramento Municipal Utilities District (SMUD), the Transmission Agency of Northern California (TANC), and the Western Area Power Administration – Sierra Nevada Region.  An exploratory meeting to consider the merits of forming a subregional transmission planning group was held prior to TANC joining the WestConnect planning process in late October 2007.  Since becoming a WestConnect member, TANC has given notice to WECC members that it is forming a subregional planning review progress for transmission projects that it is proposing to construct.  TANC’s projects and those of the other WestConnect utilities in this area have been included in the 2007 WestConnect Transmission Plan.
