SPG Coordination Meeting 6-11-09

The following are notes from our joint SPG meeting Thursday evening 6-11-09.  In attendance (or nearby) were Gary DeShazo – CaISO, Jerry Smith – WC,  Rob Kondziolka – SWAT, Paul Schmidt – SSPG, Sue Henderson – CCPG, Rich Bayless & Kip Sikes – NTTG, Jeff Miller – CG. 

We generally agreed to the following items:

1. The SPGs will produce a Western Interconnection Ten Year Plan for TEPPC by aggregating the collective ten year plans of each SPG, review and perform analysis needed to identify any remaining transmission gaps, and propose projects needed to fill the gaps. 

a. We would need to address “Planned” and “Conceptual” projects (such as WestConnect has done)

b. We need to address how we include Canadian Provinces and those TPs and their stakeholders not participating in an SPG

c. The SPGs would lead an effort with TEPPC to perform a Western Interconnection Ten Year Assessment analysis of the ten year plans

· We would need to identify which of the TPL standards would be included in this collective analysis to meet 890 and now DOE planning requirements

d. During the Ten Year Assessment study which includes the plans identified by the respective SPGs, the SPG Coordinating Group would identify transmission gaps then propose any additional projects that were obviously needed to fill gaps identified 

e. TEPPC would assume the Regional Planning (phase 0) phase of the “WECC Regional Planning and 3 Phase Process”

2. The SPG combined and integrated 10 Year Plan would go through the TEPPC Planning Cycle including cost estimation and economic study process, and would roll up as a piece of the TEPPC Long Term Transmission Plan. 

3. The SPGs would perform a commonality review amongst the SPGs and identify

a. Types of transmission studies common across all of the SPGs

b. Types of transmission studies that need to be common to meet 890 and DOE Regional planning requirements and those that do not

c. We would need to address how we develop common format of information/data to report

d. We would need to address mapping/presentation formats, common information portal (likely TEPPC), and meeting calendar coordination

e. SPGs would adjust studies to be common where required (performance criteria, plan inclusion criteria, terminology, metrics, etc)

f. We’d need to review planning process timing and criteria relative to SPG planning cycles, TEPPC, PCC, Project Rating Process, and permitting processes

4. Regular Coordination Meetings

a. SPGs would resume coordination meetings at least quarterly prior to each TEPPC meeting

b. One suggestion was to meet the day before each scheduled TEPPC meeting

c. Another suggestion was to host in conjunction (back-to-back) with some of the regularly scheduled SPG meetings, with each SPG hosting a meeting (CAISO, ColumbiaGrid, NTTG, WestConnect)

5. Responsibility for Long Range Planning Tool and Regional Long Term Transmission Need Plan

a. As the Regional Long Term Transmission Need Plan process and tools are developed,  SPGs will identify any responsibilities for long term planning (20+ years)  they might have (don’t believe we do), and work with WECC as requested.

b. The SPGs will support data input and data coordination for the long term planning tools

6. Future Resource Scenarios development for Long Term Transmission Planning

a. The SPGs believe the scenarios should be developed by policy and NGO groups such as WGA and WREZ

b. SPGs will support funding for state involvement in Scenario and Long Term Transmission Planning

c. The TEPPC transmission planning analysis would determine the transmission consequences of such policies in the body of information produced and long term plans identified. 

d. The plans identified for the Long Term Transmission Plan would be used to bookend the maximum and minimum transmission capacity needs required in corridors between areas in the Western Interconnection.

Action Items:

1. The SPGs need to identify what, if any, funding will or should be requested as part of the DOE proposal. This includes travel to attend TEPPC meetings and host SPG meetings. This could also include funds for information/data development and coordination for TEPPC. 

· We generally agreed to try and shift funding and long term responsibility for items to TEPPC. For example, expansion of historical path analysis for all paths in the Western Interconnection would be done by TEPPC. 

2. Until further instructions, the SPGs and the SPG Coordination Group will begin to add detail to the above plan in the application format and detail described in the FOA.  These will be send to TEPPC Staff for inclusion into the WECC Topic A application. 
Rob & Rich

