December 17, 2008 – WestConnect PMC call – proposed change to the Objectives and Procedures

The WestConnect  Planning Objectives section 4.4 states “…Through the WestConnect PMC, on a annual basis review and recommend for approval by the WestConnect Steering Committee the WestConnect Transmission Plan and WestConnect Transmission Planning Report produced through the Subregional Transmission Planning Groups…”
We decided last year to assign the ultimate approval responsibility to the Steering Committee because it gives stakeholders one more forum for presenting their views if they have concerns with the plan and PMC recommendations on same.  The thought, at the time, was that separation of approval responsibilities is helpful in assuring a transparent stakeholder process.  The thought today is that as the Sub-Regional Planning Groups (CCPG, SWAT, SSPG) define their individual processes (including voting procedure) in their new Charters – that the issue of voting and minority reporting will be covered.  This SPG process then feeds up to the WestConnect Planning Management Committee (PMC) overall documentation and should have the necessary vetting covered, so that the approval of the overall WestConnect Planning Report can reside at the PMC and will no longer need approval from the Steering Committee.
An additional issue is that there are now differing signatories to the MOU and the PMC Agreement (Basin Electric and Black Hills signed the PMC, not the MOU) and there would be no ability for them to be represented at a vote of the Steering Committee - parity.

The proposal is to remove the bolded wording below from section 4.4 of the PMC Objectives and Procedures so it reads”…Through the WestConnect PMC, on an annual basis review and recommend for approveal by the WestConnect Steering Committee the WestConnect Transmission Plan and WestConnect Transmission Planning Report produced through the Subregional Transmission Planning Groups that identify combinations of an interesting question on approval of the plan and report...” 
