WestConnect Planning Management Committee
Teleconference Meeting Minutes

October 14, 2010

10:00 am Mountain, 9:00 AM Arizona/Pacific

1.5 Hrs. 

Attendance:
PMC: Brian Whalen, Barbara McMinn, Sue Henderson, Dilip Mahendra, Gary Romero, Eric Egge, Tom Duane, Ron Belval, Charlie Reinhold, Bob Easton, Chuck Russell, LeeAnn Torkelson, Alex Fratkin, Dennis Malone, Bruce Evans, Mark Graham
FERC: [Dave Sharma]
1. Status of 9/21/10 call Action Items
Gary Romero
a. MOD-029 discussion group to work with MIC
· Refer to Item 5.

b. Gary R. to complete and distribute 2020HS Base Case

· Final review was done 3 weeks ago

· Few comments were received from SWAT participants
· Has all HPX modeled, and all SWAT changes; no Sierra comments received. Paul has his own cases for SSPG work.

· Gary R to send out as final by October 15th, with comments due by October 22nd 

· To be re-released as final October 29

· Question on how this base case is to be used?

· HPX, SWAT 2020 changes, regional footprint case for WestConnect

· CATS may start here for next BTA study to build a 2021 case
· Noted that consultant services RFP has case building task as an option

c. Gary H. to forward the CATS table to all PMC and request comments

· Refer to Item 5

· LeeAnn to distribute table to PMC (sent 10/14/2010)
d. RFP final by Sept 30th

· Refer to Item 8

2. WECC Proposal for DOE FOA on Regional Planning


No changes since previous PMC meeting. This item will be dropped.
3. Regional Planning
Henderson

a. Susan H provided a summary as follows:

i. TEPPC running study cases. Completed 2019 cases. 2020 case model validation in progress. Will be used as the ten-year study base case.
ii. Ten Year task force to write a white paper on what is to be included in the ten year plan that is due September 2011. November 9 meeting in Phoenix will vet this paper.  20 year plan to be pursued after 10 year case / study is complete.
iii. TEPPC groups working on data validation, study assumptions, scenarios and modeling. Study to incorporate production cost simulation (e.g. generation dispatch alternatives) into power flow analysis.

iv. Task force has recommended contractors and WECC is pursuing. Scenario group is reviewing bids. Looking at several contractors to help with long-range study tools; study folks; environmental data task force formed will advise group in a webinar 10/15/2010.  The SPSG is reviewing bids.

v. The Data Work Group has a tool to take the production cost data and put it into a powerflow base case.  This will be a “direct link” from the production dispatch model.   SPGs can request snapshot model data for any time of day (in PSLF).  Sue will be asking PMC and SPGs what hours we want to have downloaded.

b. TEPPC RTEP upcoming meetings
i. TAS – Nov 8

ii. TEPPC and Scenario Planning Group – Nov 9

iii. TEPPC – half day Nov 10th    

4. NOPR on Transmission Planning and Cost Allocation
Reinhold
(comments were due to FERC by September 29)
a. Comments were submitted by WestConnect
b. All but one WestConnect party – PSCo – cost allocation issue – contributed and signed onto WestConnect comments.

c. Included about 1200 miles of jointly-built transmission in WestConnect; 170 sets of comments submitted. No reply comments contemplated from WestConnect.
5. Colorado PUC Activity Update
Graham/Easton
On July 28, 2010 the CPUC issued a NOPR to consider new planning rules.  The rules only apply to PSCo, TS, and BH, but impact all CCPG entities.  These 3 jurisdictional entities are filing joint comments.
Commenters found that

1. the rules do not meet what we believe to be the Commission’s objectives, which are to streamline CPCN’s, increase stakeholder participation, and align resource and transmission planning

2.  the rules would unduly burden the jurisdictional utilities by having to provide unnecessary reports and data

3. rules would also impact CCPG long-range studies (want comprehensive state-wide analysis, including stakeholder siting issues and alternatives completely worked out)

Comments due Oct 15, 2010; Hearing on November 5

6. Preparation for the November Workshop 
Romero

a. Action: Please submit comments and updates to the agenda

b. Need all Powerpoints on plans at least a week before the meeting

c. Action: PPTs to Gary Romero / WestConnect by noon Nov 10

d. Assignments for agenda items:

i. Brian for Paul Schmidt; 

ii. Bob Easton on the agenda for now, 

iii. Tom Green for CCPG Long Range and SB-100 Studies
e. MOD Discussion (last workshop agenda item)

iv. Ron will provide an update on MOD-030 alternative

v. APS, SRP, TEP, SWTC, WAPA process

7. MOD-029 Efforts
Easton

a. Lee Ann reissued the CATS table to all PMC.  This showed joint projects in Arizona, gave existing TTC and expected TTC.  Review and comment as desired (no deadline).
b. Easton summary – people trying to decide what we need to have in hand April 1, 2011.  Laying out what their seeing as issues.  

c. Recent developments:  Several from APS/SRP tariff side visited with FERC.  John Stalhut was scheduled to go back to FERC on November 9th and discuss what they are seeing as issues.  DSW technical representatives and others want to educate FERC on possible impacts of decreasing ATC when using the MOD-029 Standard (flow-based), and possibly ask the rhetorical question “was that the intention?”

d. A small group in the WECC effort is working on a common-document (ATCID) approach; list of issues for clarification; checklist-document.  All information is posted on the MIC Calendar.  There may be some additional information posted elsewhere.

e. MOD-029 discussion group to work with MIC.  There will be an October 26th meeting 10 AM Denver time with Phil Tice.  

i. Contact Hasna Mat-Amin hmat-amin@wecc.biz to get on MIC MOD-issue distribution list.  

ii. Meetings and information posted on the MIC section of the WECC website.  See the MIC calendar.  

iii. RB: OATI can accommodate any path rating methodology.  

iv. Desirable to have an ATCID template.

v. Objective is to consider what materials can be posted on WC to help individual entities comply with the MOD standards.

vi. Issue: can it pass an audit?  

vii. Next CCPG MOD conference call is scheduled for Oct25th at 10 AM.
viii. We are talking within WC about hybrid of MOD-029 and MOD-030.

f. Related issue: NERC FAC-013-2– Planning Transfer Capability is going beyond the 13 month operating horizon to 10-years for determining ATC.  Out for comment through November 3, 2010.  Go to NERC website - FAC-013-2 Order 729.
8. WWSIS follow-up studies
Graham/Reinhold
WC submitted comments and questions –NREL has not determined exactly what additional follow-on work to do yet.   Several from WestConnect will attend a meeting with EEI, NRECA, APPA and DOE, Nov 9-10 in Washington, DC, to form consensus on scope of work.  Among those planning to attend- WestConnect: Charlie Reinhold.  Western: Leonard York, Steve Johnson (dispatch); Tri-State: Mark Graham

9. WestConnect Planning Consulting RFP
Easton
a. Distributed to all three SPGs and numerous firms.  

b. Consultant responses are due November 1

c. Assembled a small PMC evaluation team (3-4 people) – one from each SPG to review the proposals and get together – LeeAnn Torkelson, Chuck Russell; Dennis Malone; Alex Fratkin; Eric Egge; Charlie Reinhold; Bob Easton

i. Evaluation team to review proposals by mid-November

ii. Group to determine process, criteria and schedule for selection. 

a) short-list; phone interviews, etc.

iii. Action: need interim report and recommendation by December 16th PMC call.  

iv. Bob will resend RFP to Brian Whalen.

v. Goal – new contract by January.   

10. WestConnect Planning Agreement Scope of Work for 2011 (and Budget)
All
See RFP for preliminary 2011 Scope of Work
11. Next Meeting
All
a. November 17 Annual Planning Workshop
b. December 16 PMC Call @ 10am
c. February 2011 SWAT and WestConnect meetings (WC Steering Committee – February 15th, SWAT Oversight – February 16th, WestConnect – February 17th)

12. Executive Session
15 PMC Member Companies
The group discussed budget notice requirements
