WestConnect Planning Management Committee
Teleconference Meeting Notes
June 16, 2011
9:00 AM Mountain / 8:00 AM Pacific & Arizona
Call in number: (720) 962-7661         Participant Code:  061608#
1. Determination of Quorum
Easton
a. PMC Members: Bob Easton; Bruce Evans; Lee Ann Torkelson; Jim Pratt; Barbara McMinn; Alex Fratkin; Dennis Malone; Blane Taylor; Craig Cameron; Wes Wingen; Matthew Stoltz; Tom Green; Mark Graham

b. Other Attendees: Charlie Reinhold, Tom Kansier; Dan Fredrickson; Laurel Whisler
c. 9 of 15 Members were present (60% in attendance – requires 80%). Therefore e-mail vote(s) will be required for budgetary issues. 

2. Approval of Agenda
All
a. Approved unanimously.
3. Approval of May 12, 2011 PMC Meeting Notes
All 
a. Motion to approve – LeeAnn Torkelson; second – Dennis Malone – Approved unanimously. 
4. Summary of Action Items
All
a. Action: LeeAnn is to inquire about gaining approval to send the combined transmission project planning paper to PMC members.  Sent on 5/12/11 to PMC; the whitepaper will become a reference document to the RTEP documentation. Complete.      
b. Action: Ron is to call individual PMC members to volunteer to serve as Vice-Chair.  Craig Cameron – SMUD has accepted. Complete.
c. Action: Ron is to add TPM Database and Planning Maps to the June 16th meeting agenda. Complete.
d. Action: Bill is to prepare a summary and make a recommendation regarding the TPM Database and Planning Maps.  Ron, LeeAnn, and Susan will assist.  Tami forwarded information.
e. Action: LeeAnn will forward the presentation on “WECC Activities” that she made to SWAT on May 10th to Ron for distribution to the group. Ron and Bruce will review the notes and get to Sue and LeeAnn for comment on these items.  Distributed on 5/12.  Bruce – also to look at TEPPC notes. Complete.
f. Action: Peter is to draft the request for reconsideration to include the Southline and Delaney-Colorado River projects for studies submitted to TEPPC by WestConnect, and forward it to Ron.  Complete.
g. Action: Ron accepted an action item to send the request for reconsideration to Heidi Pacini at WECC.  Completed – TEPPC addressed at the May 27th meeting.
h. Action: Charlie is to forward telephone and website information on the WWSIS teleconference to Ron, to be distributed to the PMC list of contacts.  Complete.
5. PMC Vice-Chair
Belval
Craig Cameron accepted the Vice-Chair position
6. Proposal for Replacing WestConnect TPM
Tom Kansier/Dan Fredrickson
Tami prepared and distributed background information, and convened a teleconference with PMC members and participants on May 26, 2011. Participants included the following:

PMC representatives: LeeAnn Torkelson, Charlie Reinhold, Tom Green, Ron Belval, Bob Easton, Laurel Whisler, Alex Fratkin
MAPPCOR: Bill Head, Tami Anderson, Tom Kansier
The existing TPM database was implemented by KRSA and is currently hosted at a third-party website.  MAPPCOR has assumed the contract with the existing TPM database vendor, from KRSA, through October 2011 at a cost of $255/year. The TPM database allows individual project sponsors to create and edit their own project data.  Presently there are approximately 410 project entries.  

MAPPCOR proposes that WestConnect consider migrating away from TPM toward an Excel spreadsheet database system. This change is proposed primarily because the process supporting the TPM database was not included in the MAPPCOR bid, and no documentation on storage or maintenance, nor a user guide were provided by KRSA. The other main reason it was getting discussed is that most of those who have used it found the TPM process to be cumbersome and not user friendly. For example, some have found in trying to access projects (clicking on “MY projects”), those projects were not displaying. The user would have to select sponsor, then “sponsor name” to get to the projects. TPM support would require some form of service agreement with the TPM vendor to specify data requirements, maintenance, etc. and MAPPCOR would have to hire a database manager. A vendor to manage this process, based on similar arrangements elsewhere with MAPPCOR, would cost in the range $2-$5k/month, plus a user guide would have to be developed.
Therefore, MAPPCOR proposes to use an Excel spreadsheet-type entry process. With the Excel concept, no information from the existing TPM database would be lost.  MAPPCOR would have the “master” spreadsheet and host it on the WestConnect website.  There would be a password protected area on the website to allow users and project sponsors, based on appropriate access rights, to download the spreadsheet and create filters. Users and project sponsors may view and edit their respective project data by submitting their respective changes to MAPPCOR.  
MAPPCOR will know who sent the e-mail, what was changed and validate these changes with the Project sponsor.  MAPPCOR would upload the new master-file to the website each time there is a submittal or according to a predetermined schedule.  MAPPCOR has expertise in-house to manage this type of a process.  
The bulk of the changes are expected to occur toward the end of the year, while some such as the Colorado entities update earlier.  
There was broad support among the PMC members to make the transition to the proposed Excel process.  Therefore MAPPCOR will pursue conversion from TPM to the Excel database, and continue coordination of data entry with the WECC portal at no additional charge. Also, MAPPCOR prepared a proposal document and distributed it on June 3rd for discussion at the June 16th PMC meeting. 
7. Proposal for replacing WestConnect Maps 
Kansier/Fredrickson
a. WestConnect Website – Usess of google earth.  Planning projects as shown on the WestConnect website were much different than what is shown on WECC website.  In conversations with Keegan Moyer (WECC) – MAPPCOR and WECC agreed to try and coordinate locating the Projects on the maps. Since the WestConnect participants send their updates directly to WECC, MAPPCOR intends to track changes to the WECC maps and make the conforming changes to the WestConnect maps.

b. Planning Report – KRSA used the Platts map to create the background for the maps included in the WestConnect Annual Reports.  Platts ($11k/year) and GIS editor ($7k/year) initial costs are not included in the current scope of services (going forward approximately $13k/year).  MAPPCOR reached out to  WECC to use their planning map as base for the WestConnect maps.  Could use in an autocad format.  WECC is concerned about how the maps will look in a public document.  Still in discussion with WECC (Keegan).  Timeframe with WECC is “soon”.  Each sponsor can still provide own maps. (Note – MAPPCOR has since submitted a change order request to the PMC to obtain the Platts maps and GIS editor software.)
8. WestConnect 2011 Work Plan and Schedule Status
Kansier/Fredrickson
a. KRSA has been very helpful supporting MAPPCOR with the transition.
b. Tami will schedule and coordinate a teleconference on June 30th to begin planning the Joint meeting scheduled for August 17, 2011.
c. MAPPCOR staff (usually Bill and/or Tami) will continue attending the monthly TEPPC calls.

d. MAPPCOR is getting familiar with the WestConnect website.

9. Regional Planning Status / Update
Henderson/Torkelson 
a. Webinars/meetings are ongoing
b. The RTEP report is out for comment – due by June 26th.

c. LeeAnn went over the recommendations in the report.
Page 53 – Section 4.6 – Pay attention to WECC recommendations to state and provincial decision-makers.
Section 4.9 – page 56 – Gaps noted.  A webinar is scheduled for tomorrow, June 17th, to get an update on commenting.  There has been no discussion at the Steering Committee level.  Based on the timeline – may be forced into individually commenting.
The question came up as to who updates the “Planning Report”.  LeeAnn took the action item to highlight what is in the report and identify what (and preliminarily who) should be responsible for updating the Planning report.

The WC folks on the 6/16 call agreed that it would probably be a good idea to compress both reports into a single document to avoid confusion by the membership and stakeholders. 

d. The SPSG and EDTF approved the EDTF Report.  The foundational project list is being updated.  Next meeting is June 21st in San Diego.  The WECC Board is meeting July 22nd and 23rd in San Diego.

10. MOD Standard Implementation Update
Reinhold 
a. The SAR is currently not on NERC’s front-burner.  The Joint Initiative group will have a teleconference to get updated on the status of the MOD standards.
11. WWSIS Update
Reinhold 
a. May 16th meeting summary – wanting to get better fossil power plant ramping information, including environmental characteristics (offsets /emissions).  The objective is to integrate wind with dispatchable generation. That is, determine the capability for dispatchable generation to ramp up or down as wind plant output varies in the opposite direction. Such machine characteristics information is commercially sensitive.  
b. Tri-State is looking at results over the next several weeks.  Mark Graham is to send a note to the PMC. Individual companies can decide on whether or not to contact Mark about Tri-State’s efforts.
12. Discussion: Sharing Power Flow Base Cases
Torkelson

a. SRP received a request from a solar developer in California to provide a SWAT-developed power flow base case.  The base case of interest had detailed 69-kV system modeled. SWAT decided to not provide this base case, since the folks LeeAnn contacted were concerned about the sensitivity of the detailed data.
b. The CAISO has an NDA process to request cases.  Other SPG’s have processes/documents such as ColumbiaGrid’s “risk of use” document.  CCPG would share cases with a signed NDA.
c. The question of possible interest in developing a common process for disclosing sensitive modeling information was discussed.
13. Comments on RTEP
All
a. Covered in item 9.

14. Next Meeting
All 
July 21 @ 1400 Mountain; 1300 Phoenix/west-coast time; 90 minutes. 
Call-in number (720) 962-7661; 072101#
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