Proposed Agenda
WestConnect Planning Management Committee
Teleconference Call
May 15, 2009
8:30 AM Pacific
9:30 AM Mtn 
Call in number: (970) 461-7625         Participant Code:   7253# 
1. Status of 3/26/09 call Action Items
Jerry Smith
Complete.
2. 2009 Work Scope/Status of KR Saline Contract 
Bob Easton
KR Saline proposal on Jan-March true-up
Wrong Objectives document.  Jerry will send new WORD to Easton.  Also – add Ex. 3 – Fixed Price Principles and then send out for e-mail vote.  In terms of the Contract; Resolution – take a vote today.  Jim – moved; John – Second.  The motion was to approve the Resolution to assign Charlie as the signatory; and that Easton and Charlie will work on including the changes mentioned above and send out for e-mail vote within one week.  The vote passed with 80% - 12 affirmative of the 15 total PMC membership.  PSCo would like to have on record to include 10-year base case to be done by KR Saline in future work scope.
3. American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Update
Bob Easton
FRN published on May 14 on Practices and Policies on implementing the Authority.  Western has completed the contractual arrangement with Treasury on the process to use the borrowing authority.  Stay tuned for press release on initial Projects – soon.

4. Status of SPG Governance/Charter Developments
SWAT/CCPG/SSPG
SWAT Charter is finaled and it is on the agenda for approval at the May 19-20 meeting in Alb.  Rob is making one final update and will send out on Monday for approval vote on Tuesday.  Mark Graham is attending the CAMU Board meeting today to update them on progress and to solicit their input.  Paul Schmidt is now the Chair of SSPG and they are having a call this afternoon to discuss.  May need to update to formalize how we feed information to the TEPPC in how we do the Regional Planning – WestConnect-wide transmission plan in the Charters after the whole TEPPC/DOE thing is worked out.

5. HPX Update 
Susan Henderson/Rob
Have received proposals for the Phase II technical studies.  Conference call is being set up to discuss these four proposals.  Stage II kick-off meeting was held on April 17.  The website is not yet available – should go live within the next week or two.  E3 has been selected to do the economic analysis.
6. TTC/ATC Workshop Discussion
Rob Kondziolka

WestConnect has conducted this effort in the last three years.  This continues to be a good idea, even though the meeting attendance has reduced.  What if we were to tie in the presentations with another meeting effort.  WestConnect was the first entity in the Nation to do this type of open meeting and folks do look at it.  Charlie – there is a value to have a meeting to keep track of attendance and allow folks to ask questions regarding the TTC/ATC presentation.  Need to do a better job on defining what we all want to get out of the conversation.
7. Eldorado Valley Work Group Proposal
Rob Kondziolka
Through the CRT subcommittee – there are six major Projects on the table – they are trying to have a coordinated Project planning process.  The idea is to mirror the Northwest coordination (had 11 Projects – and agreed to use joint base cases; go through regional planning process as a whole – Dave Angell presentation at March PCC meeting) and what is unfolding in Wyoming (Gateway, TransWest, etc.).  The sponsors that Rob has spoken with are saying that as long as you don’t make them go backwards in process, they are open to it.
8. TEPPC Meeting Recap
Jerry Smith

Task Force working on proposal discussing how the sub-regional planning groups (CCPG, SWAT, SSPG, NTTG, Columbia Grid, CAISO) will respond to DOE for funding ($80 M) under the Stimulus Act.  DOE wants to have a single entity from the East and West to have a contract for initial funding (has to be spent within 5 years – 2011) of this Regional Planning Process.  Down-the-road this becomes a WECC-dues deal.  TEPPC is in the best position to fill this role for the West.  TEPPC will need to have an agreement between NTTG; Columbia Grid; CAISO; WestConnect; WIEB; or perhaps WGA to prove to DOE that they are fulfilling the requirements.  TEPPC/WECC will need a separate agreement with DOE.  There are approx. 30 people on this Task Force.  This effort is in it’s infancy with much more to come.

Work plan for the year includes WestConnect’s request and a far-term 2029 proposal. 
WestConnect is characterized as an umbrella Regional Planning Entity with three sub-regional planning groups as members.  SSPG, SWAT and CCPG have a seat at the table with TEPPC – need to keep this as-is; with adding WestConnect as an equivalent at the table to NTTG, Columbia Grid, etc.  Need to come up with a paragraph to explain this relationship and use as talking points when explaining this to FERC, etc.  Do we differentiate the functions between the Steering Committee and the PMC?  The TEPPC relationship will be between the PMC and TEPPC; need to also explain the WCSC vs. PMC.  Easton and Rob will begin this write-up. 
9. Chair/Vice Chair Status
Bob Easton

Bob Easton – Chair; John Lucas – Vice Chair.
10. Next Meeting
All
June 26, 2009 @ 0930 – (970) 461-7625; 7253#
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