
Planning Management Committee 3/21/08 Meeting Notes


Proposed Agenda
WestConnect Planning Management Committee
Teleconference Call
March 21, 2008
8:00 AM AZ and Pacific Daylight Savings Time 

9:00 AM Mtn Daylight Savings Time
Call in number: 1-888-830-6260        Participant Code:  393694
Committee Chairman, Bob Smith opened the meeting.  He stated the purpose of the teleconference call and established that the agenda and meeting materials were received by the committee members.  The following committee members or alternates were on the call:
	APS
	Bob Smith
	SRP
	Rob Kondziolka 

	EPE
	Dennis Malone
	SWTC
	Jim Rein 

	IID
	-
	TEP
	Ed Beck / Ron Belval

	NPC/SPPC
	Alex Fratkin
	TSGT
	Dill Ramsey

	PSCo
	Tom Green
	Western
	Bob Easton

	PNM
	Tom Duane 
	WestConnect
	Charlie Reinhold/ Jerry Smith

	SMUD
	Joe Tarantino
	TANC
	- 


The following people were also on the call: Sedena Eric – FERC, Laurel Whisler – SRP, Gary Romero – KRSA, and William Espazito.
A quorum was determined at 8:12.

1. Selection of Chairman 
Bob Smith
Bob Smith he is resigning as chair due to a change in positions at APS and the committee needs to elect a new chair.  Bob proposed Bob Easton as chair for the group.  Bob E. said he would be willing to serve of chairman and suggested a vice chair position also be elected.  These would be one year positions and alternate between CCPG and SWAT.  A motion to that effect was offered by Bob E. and seconded by Bob S.  The motion was approved unanimously.  Bob S. then moved that Bob E. be elected as chair.  Rob K. seconded the motion.  Bob E. was elected unanimously as chair and will consider filling the vice chair at a future meeting.  John Lucas will now be APS’s representative on the Planning Management Committee.
2. Recent WestConnect Planning Activities
Jerry Smith

a. Subregional Planning Coordination Mtg - WestConnect efforts were reported on and received positive reviews.
b. TEPPC: Annual Report  /  WestConnect Study Request –for this meeting was Some information from the TEPPC meeting was included with this agenda. A TEPPC Task Force will be formed to explore WECC development and implementation of some of the WestConnect planning communication tools for expansion throughout the west. 
c. WestConnect Steering Committee Mtg – The 2007 WestConnect Plan and Planning Report was approved and there was indication that parties are pleased with the first year’s efforts.  To some degree WestConnect is setting the standard for other regional subgroups.  The WestConnect base case building process is currently underway.  Jerry expressed concern that the process may be slowed and some additional costs (labor hours) may be incurred due to problems in base cases being developed (some loads missing in 2018 case).  This could spill over into issues in WECC base cases if not corrected.   KRSA requested that members submit names for individuals that will participate in the WC adequacy study effort.  An initial meeting may be coupled with the SWAT meeting in April.  Please advise Jerry of individuals from each company to participate in this effort.
3. Proposed amendments to the STP Project Agreement
Laurel Whisler

and the Objectives and Procedures
The Annual Planning Meeting and the subsequent Steering Committee meeting revealed that there was some ambiguity about some areas of responsibility for the WestConnect Planning Process. Laurel reviewed her proposed changes addressing those concerns.  All parties are to provide comments to Laurel within one week (March 28). She will then incorporate and resubmit the draft for the Planning Committee’s consideration. 
4.  SWAT Short Circuit Workshop Request 
Rob Kondziolka
There was a request to fund a one week workshop for the Short Circuit Working Group for $6,000.  The WestConnect Steering committee allocated funds to cover this effort on March 20th so the planning committee does not need to fund.

5. Posting of publicly-filed responses re: federal actions
Rob Kondziolka

ie Order 368 Federal Energy Corridors, Appendix K, etc.
Rob K. has asked that some key correspondence be posted to the WestConnect website including recent SWAT letters send to various US Forest Services.  Rob asked PMC for permission to post such general regulatory planning correspondence to website.  There was support for posting both the Subregional Planning Group’s and individual utilities comments as well as the governmental responses. Jerry S. suggested that a new WestConnect planning page category be created to accumulate all of the associated correspondence and regulatory or governmental responses to regional planning issues. The committee gave their consent and support.

The SWAT renewable energy task force is meeting in Albuquerque on April 7.  The WGA has announced plans to institute a west-wide renewable study effort.  WGA has funding from DOE to create western energy renewable zone. There is a need to coordinate the SWAT, CCPG, WestConnect Biennial Long Range Study and WGA renewable study efforts. Jerry indicated that the Tom Carr of WIEB will be in attendance at the April 7th meeting to speak to the WGA study proposal and that he requested Laurie Woodall of KRSA to be the WestConnect planning representative in these study efforts.  

6. Annual Calendar for WestConnect Planning
Jerry Smith

SWAT dates have been published for next year.  Members of PMC indicated they were satisfied with the WestConnect schedule for the planning workshop and annual meeting used last year.  No adjustments are needed to match up with individual company efforts.  The two WestConnect meeting will be posted accordingly. The next CCPG meeting is next Tuesday. A joint CCPG/SWAT meeting is on the calendar for August.
7. Planning Budget YTD
Jerry Smith
Approximately $100k of the 2008 budget was expended in January and February.  Base case development will likely go over forecast expenditure.  The Biennial Long Range WestConnect study effort related to WGA renewable efforts, etc. may push some expenditures into 2009 that originally were contemplated for 2008.  A new rate sheet for KR Saline was sent out.  May see some charges begin for Laurie Woodall related to WestConnect monitoring and participating in renewable study activities.  





Action Items:

· Comments regarding draft changes to the Project Agreement and Planning Objectives and Procedures documents are due to Laurel by March 28.
· Jerry is to provide a quarterly budget summary.
· Jerry is to get closure on a WestConnect ATC planning meeting date (end of April?)

· Members are to submit names of Annual Adequacy Study team participants to Gary Romero.
· Bob Easton will commence looking for a Vice Chair.
JDS 3/27/08
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