
SWAT Oversight Committee

April 29 & 30, 2008
Draft Meeting Notes

Public Service of New Mexico Downtown Offices
414 Silver SW, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102
La Estrella Conference Room on AS-2
1:00pm to 5:00pm on April 29
8:00am to Noon on April 30

April 29, 2008
1. Introductions, Agenda Review & Opening Comments – Robert Kondziolka 

· The meeting started with the SWAT Chairman Rob Kondziolka opening the meeting with an orientation with introductions. Those in attendance were asked to introduce themselves. The SWAT attendance sheet was routed during the meeting. Attendance was taken and is available upon request. Phone participation was available for both days of the meeting.
2. Note Taker for Meeting Minutes – KRSA/WestConnect
· Notes were taken by KRSA/ WestConnect
3. Technical Committee Reports
· Status on 2008 Study Work
i. SWAT Renewable Task Force – Peter Krzykos

Peter Krzykos gave a presentation on the SWAT Renewable Transmission Task Force activity since the last SWAT Meeting.  
Phase #1 – Arizona BTA Order Response: Two meetings were held, October 8th and November 16th 2007) Stakeholders and Utilities both attended and participated in an open forum to address the BTR order.  There were three parts to the BTA response
· Potential renewable resources in Arizona

· Assessment of ATC in Arizona

· Potential transmission configuration to deliver the renewable resources to Arizona 
Maps for the three BTA Order Responses were developed within this open forum. The complete presentation including the developed maps is posted on the WestConnect Website.

Phase #2 of the SWAT Renewable Taskforce will be to include the whole SWAT footprint. The first kickoff meeting to initiate Phase #2 was held on April 7th.

Next Steps Phase #2 – A workshop meeting has been schedule to be held in Las Vegas on May 16th.  At this meeting Renewable resource projection will be developed for the whole SWAT footprint and potential transmission additions will be developed for the SWAT area. Power studies will be developed based on the transmission alternatives identified in the Phase #2 process.
For more details on the SWAT Renewable Task Force activities: please refer to the Power Point Presentation presented at the SWAT 4/29/08 meeting. The complete presentation has been posted on the WestConnect Website.


(SWAT Renewable Task Force Presentation Link)
ii. Colorado River Transmission Subcommittee – Ken Bagley
The Colorado River Transmission Subcommittee is conducting a Feasibility study of the Harcuvar Project which is currently being sponsored by the Central Arizona Water Conservation District (CAWCD).  The Projects benefits are as listed.

· To provide potential renewable generation projects access to the regional transmission grid.

· Enhance operating reliability for the CAP as well as provide CAWCD with access to the Palo Verde Hub for future power purchases

· Provide additional value to Arizona from the SCE Devers 500kV lines

· Provide generation projects with multiple points of Inter connection to the Grid.

A Technical Studies workgroup was form to participate in the study and to provide peer review. 
The next CRP Meeting will be held on May 22, 2008.  Feasibility Study results will be presented at this meeting. 
For more details on the SWAT CRT Subcommittee activities: please refer to the Power Point Presentation presented at the SWAT 4/29/08 meeting. The complete presentation has been posted on the WestConnect Website.


(SWAT CRT Presentation Link)
iii. Central Arizona HV Subcommittee – Mark Etherton
Joe Herrera was unable to attend the SWAT meeting so Mark Etherton provided a brief update for the CATS-HV Subcommittee.  The group had its last meeting on April 22nd. The meeting was a joint meeting held with the CATS-EHV Subcommittee.  The group is finalizing its 2008 Study Plan. At the last meeting the 2018 WestConnect Base Case was discussed. It was also pointed out that a need for more coordinated planning between the CATS-HV, SATS and the SPPR planning groups was needed to jointly plan facilities in the area where they share common facilities. It was recommended that a task force be form to study this common area and common facilities.

iv. CATS EHV Subcommittee – Gary Romero
Gary Romero presented the CATS-EHV update.  The CATS-EHV last meeting was held on April 22nd as part of a joint meeting with the CATS-HV Subcommittee.  Detailed refinements were made to the 2008 study plan. The following key points were presented at the meeting:
· Base Case update

· Changes to Study Scope

· Defined Injection points

· Conceptual Transmission

· Revised Study Schedule 

For details on the above discussion please refer to the Power Point presentation presented at the SWAT 4/29/08 meeting. The complete presentation has been posted on the WestConnect Website.


(SWAT CATS-EHV Presentation Link)

v. Southeast Arizona Transmission Study – Ron Belval


Ron Belval the Chairman of the SATS regional planning group presented the SATS 
update.  The follow are Milestones which have been reach or are schedule to be reach 
at the scheduled dates.
· Interim 2007 SATS Report 


  
January

· Saturation Base Case for 3rd EHV strategy       
January

· 10 Year Base Case for 3 EHV strategies 
    
January

· 20 Year Base Cases for 3 EHV strategies
   
February

· Refine Strategies




March

· Construction schedules 



May

· Stakeholder Outreach




May/June

· Cost estimates & economic analysis

         
June

· Draft Report with list of projects 

         
July

· Sensitivity analysis  



     
August

· 2008 SATS Report 



    
October

· 2nd Stakeholder Meeting



December
The complete presentation has been posted on the WestConnect Website.


(SWAT SATS Update Presentation Link)
vi. New Mexico Load Area Subcommittee – Tom Duane

PNM Wind Integration presentation – Abraham Ellis



(SWAT NM Load Area Update Presentation Link)

Tom Duane presented the New Mexico Load area update. The subcommittee has 
been working on wind expansion options and integrating these options with the High 
Plains Express project.
· Draft Study Scope Discussion  took place during a meeting on 
February 14th
· Comments have been incorporated into the study plan
· The Study Work will follow after the release of HPX Report 
(May)

· The plan is to have draft results available for August SWAT 
Meeting
The complete presentation has been posted on the WestConnect Website.


(SWAT NM Load Area Update Presentation Link)
vii. Short Circuit Study Group – David Wheeler/Robert Kondziolka
   Dave Wheeler was not able to attend the SWAT meeting. The SCWG update was 
presented by Rob Kondziolka.

· We are getting very close to solving issues with ASPEN – Cape conversion.

· Workshop to take place first week of June.

· Plan on having first iteration of combined case ready for error checking by the end of workshop.

· Will have final case by the end of the year.

David Wheeler two year tender as chair will be coming to an end. Rob Kondziolka has announced that the SCWG is in the process of looking for a new Chairman. 
The complete presentation has been posted on the WestConnect Website.


(SCWG Update Presentation Link)
4. Formation of Parallel Lines Structure Separation Task Force – Robert Kondziolka

· The objective is to develop a white paper that can be presented to regulatory commissions in open meetings for their consideration in developing policy direction.
· The white paper should be developed in an open process and should allow opportunity for comments from SWAT members and other interested stakeholders. 

· The final Paper should be presented to the SWAT Oversight Committee for endorsement. 

· The proposed task force should include personnel from transmission utilities, regulatory and commission agencies, developers, environmental advocates or planning firms, and other interested stakeholders. 
· The SWAT Group voted yes on the creation of Task Force.
· If you are interested in participating in the Task force? Contact Rob Kondziolka 

The complete presentation has been posted on the WestConnect Website.


(SWAT Task Force on Structure Separation April 2008_Presentation Link)
5. WGA Western Renewable Energy Zone Initiative – Tom Carr

· Purpose of the WREZ project

The purpose of the WREZ project is to inform decision makers about the cost of renewable power, the cost of Transmission to move the renewable power to the consumers and the potential partners in developing transmission projects.

· Origin of Proposal

i. 6/06 WGA Clean Diversified Energy Initiative

ii. 9/07 WGA/NWCC/GEA Renewable and Transmission Summit

iii. 10/07 WREZ Briefing

iv. 11/07 presentation to and sign-off form WGA Staff Council, WIEB Board, and CREPC

v. 12/07 Governors’ proposal to Secretary Bodman for a WREZ project.

vi. 3/08 meeting with DOE (NREL, LBNL, FERC Staff, WGA chair 

· Western Interconnection Context

To include all of WECC

· Phases of WREZ project

i. Phase 1: Identification of REZs

ii. Phase2: Transmission: Develop conceptual transmission plans

iii. Phase 3: Coordinated Procurement

iv. Phase 4: Institutional Reforms

1. Elements not defined

2. Build on existing efforts

a. WGA Transmission Permitting Protocol

b. NTTG

· Timeline

i. May 28-29 kick-off meeting

1. Steering Committee meeting

2. Technical Committee meeting

3. Initial workgroup meeting

ii. November

1. End of Phase 1 (identification of Renewable Zones)

2. Launch Phase 2 (Transmission Zones)

The complete presentation has been posted on the WestConnect Website.


(WGA WREZ Proposal Presentation Link)
6. WECC TEPPC and Technical Advisory Subcommittee – Jerry Smith/Robert Kondziolka

· WestConnect Input to TEPPC on 2008 Studies

April 30, 2008
7. Project Reports & Updates Project updates have been revised on the following Excel Work sheet:
(SWAT Project Development List)
Projects in Development

a. Palo Verde to Pinal West – Robert Kondziolka
b. Pinal West to Pinal Central to Browning – Robert Kondziolka
c. Palo Verde to TS5 (Sun Valley) to TS9 – Peter Krzykos or John Lucas
d. TS9 to Pinnacle Peak – Peter Krzykos or John Lucas
e. Gateway South – Gary Trent/Ron Belval
f. Navajo Transmission Project – Steven Begay
g. Desert Rock – Tom Johns/Peter Krzykos
h. Palo Verde to North Gila II  – Peter Krzykos or John Lucas
i. Palo Verde to Devers II – Dana Cabbell/David Franklin
j. EOR 9300 – Robert Kondziolka
k. Springerville Unit 4 and Coronado Transmission Upgrades – Robert Kondziolka
l. Steel Park Wind Project (Kingman) – Steve Mendoza
m. Sunshine Wind Project – Paul Andrae
n. Apache/Hayden San Manuel Interconnection Project – Bruce Evans
o. Desert Basin to Pinal Central 230kV Line – Robert Kondziolka
p. Sundance to Pinal Central 230kV Line – Peter Krzykos/John Lucas
q. Toquop Generating Station (Mequite, NV) – Tom Johns 

r. San Luis Generating Station/WAPA North Branch Project – Jim Charters/Leonard York
s. Pinal Central to Tortolita 500kV Project – Gary Trent/Ron Belval
t. Bowie Generating Station – Tom Wray
Projects in Planning

u. Gateway South/TransWest Express Project – Robert Stade
v. Inland Northern Lights – Bill Hosie
w. Eastern Nevada Transmission Project – Alex Franklin
x. Great Basin Transmission Project – Lawrence Willick
y. Eastern Plains Transmission Project – Dill Ramsay
z. SunZia Southwest Transmission Project – Mark Etherton
aa. High Plains Express Project Study – Tom Green
8. Update of NREL Wind and Solar Integration Study for WestConnect Footprint – Debbie Lew 

· A Stakeholders Meeting was held on May 23,07

· Data Collection (until 5/08)

i. Wind and solar mesoscale Modeling (3TIER)

ii. Utility load, generator and transmission data

· Preliminary Analysis (3-7/08) – GE

i. Extensive Statistical analysis with various wind and solar sites and transmission

· Scenario Development (8/08)

i. In-state verses out-of-state-resources

ii. Geographically diverse resources verses Mega projects
iii. Best correlated with load

iv. High Solar

· Stakeholder meeting at NREL in CO (8/14/08)

· Run Scenarios (starting 8/08)

i. Simulate 2017 using load/climate patterns of 2004-2006

ii. Examine cost due to regulation, load following, unit commitment

· Preliminary Technical Results (end of 08)

· Reporting and Stakeholder Meeting (Mid 09)
The complete presentation has been posted on the WestConnect Website.
(NREL Update for SWAT-4-30-08 Presentation Link)

9. 
 Update on the WGA Wildlife Corridor Initiative – Tom Darin 

Update
· Draft of programmatic environmental impact statement (DPEIS) – comments submitted 2/14/08

· Final EIS expected Fall 2008

· Congressional Oversight Hearing April 2008 

· Summary of WRA Comments 

i. Focus on renewables

ii. Look at efficiency/DSM at load centers to address power line/corridor need

iii. Look at maximizing current grid assets first and utilize exiting right-of ways

iv. Protect lands and wildlife resources


The complete presentation has been posted on the WestConnect Website.


(West-Wide Corridor Initiative Presentation Link)
10. Update on SWAT Transmission Corridor Coordination with US Forest Service – Greg Bernosky
· All six national forests in Arizona are updating their Forest Plans

· APS sees potential need to identify new transmission corridors across federally managed forests in Arizona

· Efforts to date

i. Development of presentation to highlight the need for new utility corridors

ii. Assessment of current transmission capacities of existing corridors on USFS lands

iii. Conducted briefings with five of the six National Forest in Arizona

iv. Development of conceptual schedule for next steps and action items

· Reliability Considerations

i. Impacts from drought and insect infestation

ii. Forest fires and resultant smoke can cause corridor outages

iii. Effects of single event result in concerns with providing electrical service to customers

iv. Identifying new utility corridors will potentially increase reliability and reduce operation concerns


The complete presentation has been posted on the WestConnect Website.



(Transmission Corridors Coordination with US Forest Service Presentation Link)
11.  WestConnect Updates – Gary Romero
· Annual TTC/ATC Workshop 


Announcements (posted on website)

i. TTC/ATC Meeting    Morning of  5/21/08

ii. Base Case Coordination and Annual Adequacy Study Workshop  afternoon of                  5/21/08

iii. ACC 5th BTA Workshop   5/22 – 5/23/08

· Update on WestConnect Planning Activities and Development 
i. Planning Management Committee conference call held on (3/21/08)


Bob Easton selected to replace Bob Smith as Chairman 


Search for a SWAT based vice-chairman is underway


SMUD and SPPR reaffirmed intent to form a third STPG within WestConnect

Sierra Study Group – Paul Schmidt of SPPR has returned to work and expressed desire to revisit formation of this STPG

·  WestConnect Website Planning Features 
i. WestConnect Newsletter – will keep you updated on new documents and up-coming events.  Should be available for people to sign up for soon.

ii. WestConnect Google Map – currently testing a new revision with added features including toggle buttons for voltage ranges, drag zoom feature and ease of data/sorting features.

iii. WestConnect CATS-EHV/HV Pages – Both pages are currently in the process of having the documents from azpower.org transferred.  Current schedule is to have all documents transferred within the next 2-3 weeks.

iv. Encourage Feedback – Any comments, concerns or corrections to any portion of the website can be sent to westconnect@krsaline.com
The complete presentation has been posted on the WestConnect Website.
 
(WestConnect Update Presentation Link)
12.  Update of FERC Order 890 Planning Requirements Attachment K  – Robert Kondziolka
13.  ACC Fifth Biennial Transmission Assessment (2008-2017) – Prem Bahl 
· ACC 5th BTA Workshop is scheduled for the following dates: 5/22 – 5/23/08

14.  Update on WestConnect Initiatives & Activities – Charlie Reinhold
15.  WECC Activities and Updates TEPPC Study Plan Goals– Robert Kondziolka
· Respond to requests received under the provisions of the TEPPC Protocol,

·  Incorporate relevant study needs of the sub-regional planning groups, state authorities, transmission providers and generators, 

·  Develop needed models for congestion simulation studies, 

· Respond to the North American Electricity Reliability Corporation (NERC) Long Term Reliability Assessment (LTRA) scenario analyses, and• Prepare information that can be used to participate in the US Department of Energy’s (DOE) 2009 Congestion Study[1],  Support the objectives of the WECC Strategic Plan by providing useful transmission insights into the implications of major policy and technology changes for the future of the western power system


The complete presentation has been posted on the WestConnect Website.
(TEPPC Status Report Presentation Link)
16. Other Items - All
17. Next Meeting – Joint WestConnect Sub-Regional Planning Group Meeting with CCPG and Sierra in Denver on August 19-20, 2008    
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