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Summary   

Overview of RETA  
Senate Memorial 44 Update
Governor’s Task Force

 Statewide Electricity Transmission Planning  

Los Alamos National Laboratory Study 
Current Efforts  
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New Mexico Renewable Energy Transmission 

Authority - RETA

Statutorily created 
in 2007 to start 
addressing 
transmission & 
storage issues in 
the State
30% of power has 

to be from 
renewable sources 
on RETA 
sponsored projects
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Senate Memorial 44

 Senate Memorial 44 – Sponsored by Senator Keller 
 RETA’s responsibilities:

o Develop a map and supporting documents identifying existing 
generation and transmission lines and renewable energy resource 
zones to support development

o Coordinate with other agencies to prioritize regions with low or 
minimal land development conflicts

o Identify and prioritize the best options for potential transmission 
corridors
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Senate Memorial 44 Update

 Next Steps
 White paper defining intent
 Update map and publish on RETA website - August 18th 
 Comments due on updated map - September 3rd  
 Hold stakeholder meeting – September 10th 
 Update map and publish on RETA website – September 24th 
 Comments due on updated map – October 15th
 Finalize corridors for continued study upon funding for 

programmatic environmental impact statement – October 27th 
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Los Alamos National Labs Study

Economic and Technical Study
o Looped vs. radial collector systems  
o Five-, ten- and twenty-year horizons
o Economic analysis of varying levels of investment in 

renewables
o Impact on gross receipts taxes
o Impact on property taxes
o Job creation
o Cost recovery options

o Would require legislative action
o Will examine the fiscal impact on NM customers
o Goal is to encourage construction which creates jobs and 

generates revenue for the State  
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Proposed 
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Governor Richardson's Statewide Electricity 
Transmission Planning Task Force

 July 8, 2010 – Map a Statewide Clean Energy Transmission 
System

 The Task Force will prepare recommendations for the 
Governor and RETA’s Board of Directors regarding 
opportunities and steps to:
 Enhance the statewide electricity transmission grid, which will include 

any appropriate: 
 Collector systems 
 Financing options 
 Cost recovery options 

 Recommendations will be on a 5-, 10- and 20-year planning 
horizon 

 Report is due November 1st 8



Regional and Local Development

 Regional and Local Development Being Studied 

 High Plains Express - Line from Wyoming to New Mexico
 SunZia - Line from New Mexico to Arizona
 The Santa Fe Line - Line from New Mexico to Nevada
 The Southline – Line from New Mexico to Arizona
 Tres Amigas Superstation - Western, Eastern and Texas 

Interconnection 
 Central New Mexico Collector System
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PNM Collector System
Integration with SunZia and HPX
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New Mexico Renewable Energy 

Transmission Authority

200 W. DeVargas St. Suite 4
Santa Fe, NM 87501

www.nmreta.org

(505) 983-4458

agonzales@nmreta.net
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