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JOINT CCPG-SWAT Meeting

August 22, 2007

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association

1100 West 116th Ave, Westminister, Colorado

Board Conference Room (Main Floor)
8:30am to 11:30am
(Please note a hyperlink has been provided for presentations utilized for agenda items)

1. Introductions, Agenda Review & Opening Comments – Chuck Sisk & Rob Kondziolka

CCPG Chairman Chuck Sisk and SWAT Chairman Rob Kondziolka opened the meeting with an orientation to the meeting facilities and the order of business for the day. No changes were made to the proposed agenda. Those in attendance were asked to introduce themselves and record their attendance by filling out the sign in sheet. Attendance was taken and is available upon request. Phone participation was difficult through the meeting. The following individuals were believed to be on the phone call at various times: Laurie Williams, Paul Schmidt, and Craig O’Hare.
2. Note Taker for Meeting Minutes – WestConnect/KRS
3. WestConnect Update on Regional Planning – Jerry Smith
Jerry introduced Gary Romero as the newest K.R. Saline and Associates staff member that will be engaged in coordinating the WestConnect transmission planning efforts. The proposed WestConnect Transmission Planning Process was introduced via a presentation. The newest feature contained in the presentation was a slide addressing the schedule of WestConnect subregional planning events. It conceptually depicts the subregional transmission planning groups’ study cycle, workflow and schedule of meetings that need to be coordinated and integrated into an annual WestConnect Planning Report and Transmission Plan. It incorporates two WestConnect planning stakeholder meetings annually: a planning workshop and an annual meeting. Comments were solicited regarding this slide and a number of questions were raised - some were answered but not all of them. Key concerns raised and some of the responses provided are summarized below by topic.  
Stakeholders: Where should a stakeholder go? Depends on what they really want to do. The process has multiple opportunities for stakeholders to participate. But stakeholders need to be encouraged to participate at the appropriate level. If they want to get detailed information they need to go to subregional meetings. There needs to be a place for stakeholders’ input to the plan. Document the fact that stakeholders have a position and are involved at the study level when it occurs.
Subregional Studies vs Individual Project Studies: subregional study groups have done a good job. Others have simply done individual project studies and gone through WECC regional planning process as appropriate. WestConnect needs study plans that are broader in scope than for an individual project. Where and how do generation participants engage in the process? 
Coordination:  subregional study workgroups or subcommittees are coordinating efforts with neighboring subcommittees (CATS, SATS, etc) but there is a need for coordination between subregional planning groups (SWAT, CCPG, NTTG, ColumbiaGrid, etc).  The SATS process is getting coordinated with what you have proposed. However, we will not have the study report in the time frame suggested. A status report of on-going study activity will suffice in such cases. There are a lot of monthly coordination calls being proposed. Is there a need for all of those calls or what is it that needs to be coordinated? The proposed WestConnect planning process needs to be consistently referenced in individual company Appendix K filings with FERC as it relates to the local planning and the TEPPC regional planning efforts.   
Study Cycle: The shortened subregional study cycle may be difficult to achieve. The overlap of the report writing effort for the subregional study groups and the WestConnect report writing may be problematic. SWATS biggest difficulty has been on getting the annual subregional study report completed and published. CCPG has been performing long range power flow studies and reactive margin studies. Is this something that WestConnect will be undertaking in the future? 
WestConnect Plan: What kind of maps are you seeking of us? Plan of service maps for projects or geographically oriented system maps of your plans are needed for incorporation into WestConnect Transmission Report and Plan documents. What plans are we to provide to WestConnect? Do you want everything in our utility‘s transmission budget or just our 10 year plan? All planned new transmission lines and interconnections above 100 kV are desired from both utilities and other entities participating in the WestConnect subregional planning effort. Improvements of existing lines or substations or not intended to be incorporated in WestConnect’s plan.
4. FERC Order 890 Appendix K Regional Planning – Charlie Reinhold
Charlie provided an overview of WestConnect’s efforts to aid development of Appendix K documents regarding the subregional planning functions. An APS draft has served as the surrogate document for discussion. Copies of that document were distributed to those in attendance and have previously been distributed electronically. 
Transmission owners are to post their draft Appendix K documents by September 14. FERC is arranging a regional technical conference to address those filed documents. The final documents are to be filed with FERC by December 7.   
Pauline Smith and Laurel Whisler were commended for their efforts and work on the Strawman proposals and presentations. Comments on the documents that get posted can be submitted to Charlie Reinhold, Jerry Smith, Rob Kondziolka or Chuck Sisk. 
5. Formation of Sierra Sub-regional Planning Group – Joe Tarantino/Paul Schmidt
Joe reported that on August 8th Sierra Pacific Power, WAPA Sierra, SMUD and TANC met to initiate formation of a subregional planning group. At present they are referring to themselves as the Sierra Coordinated Planning Group (SCPG). The footprint for this group will be portions of Northern California and Western Nevada. The group is looking forward to a long term relationship with WestConnect. SCPG anticipates a need to interface with NTTG, NTAC, and the forming California Subregional Planning Group.  
Activities still needing attention include development of a mission statement, study goals and a map depicting the SCPG participants systems. SCPG intends to stage its meetings and study efforts to align with and support the SWAT and WestConnect planning processes. 
6. Break
7. NREL Renewable Energy Integration Study Update – Debbie Lew
Debbie reported that the NREL study scope has been modified to incorporate solar as well as wind.  As a result the name of the study has changed to Western Wind and Solar Integration Study. The footprint for the study has been expanded to include most of WestConnect. This will be the largest regional study to date. NREL is requesting wind and solar measurements to validate its mesomodel. If anyone has real data NREL would like to talk to you.

The date for the Interim Technical Results meeting is December 2008 rather than December 2009 as depicted in the presentation. Jerry Smith noted the comparable schedule alignment of the NREL study and the proposed preparation of the WestConnect Annual Planning Report. He asked if NREL had any objection to their study effort being referenced in the WestConnect Annual Report. Debbie indicated that would be okay as long as the appropriate caveats were provided since the study would not yet be complete.  
A suggestion was made that NREL approach the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissions (NARUC) and invite them to formally participation in the study. 
8. TEPPC Update – Bob Smith
Bob provided a progress report of the most recent TEPPC meeting. The first year’s study plan is going well. Considerable effort has been expended to benchmark prior work with the new WECC tools and models. Completion of the 2010 and 2017 congestion assessments incorporating firm planned transmission and resources is targeted for completion in March 2008. Incorporation of study scenarios addressing incremental losses, carbon adders and wheeling rates are being proposed for the next study cycle. 
TEPPC has posted an executive summary of its planning protocol on its website. Transmission Providers preparing their Appendix K filings for FERC Order 890 should reference TEPPC’s document. TEPPC has the responsibility to perform economic expansion studies regarding potential future congestion throughout the West. By referring to TEPP’s Executive Summary stakeholders can get a good idea of what TEPPC’s involvement is and how TEPPC will manage stakeholder study requests.  

TEPPC’s membership was originally established with balanced representation with geographic coverage of the West. As subregional planning groups have evolved or disbanded there has been a need to reevaluate the TEPPC representation. TEPPC is reviewing its representative membership from a stakeholder eligibility and flexibility perspective. Revisions to the TEPPC By-Laws will likely be required as this matter is resolved. 
9. Projects in Regional Planning and Path Rating Process – Tom Green
Tom gave a presentation providing an overview of the WECC regional planning process. He also reported on the status of projects located within the WestConnect subregional area that are going through the rating process. Tom revised the status of the Path 51rating process from what is depicted on his slides. Path 51 has completed phase 1 and is in its 60 day comment period. It will then enter phase 2 status.  

10. Summary of SCE DPV2 Discussion – Robert Kondziolka
Rob reported on SCE’s update of the Palo Verde to Devers II (PVD2) project given at the 8/21/07 SWAT meeting. The Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee approved the project by an 8-3 vote and the ACC denied approval by a 5-0 vote. SCE is pursuing its legal options via appeal of the ACC’s denial of the project. Pat Arons requested comments at the SWAT meeting regarding how the project could become a project with broader regional benefits. The following areas were highlighted by those in attendance:

· Open the project to participation by others
· Consider interconnections offering opportunities for on/off ramps for other parties

· Address CAISO’s role in the project – decoupling w/ IOU’s was not effective 

The PVD2 project and the EOR 9300 project have completed a combined Phase 3 status in the WECC path rating process. Each project has also achieved its own path rating without the other project. Those with issues or concerns regarding the future of the PDV2 project should contact Pat directly or may contact the planning chairs of SWAT or WestConnect to have issues addressed.

11. RDRC Issues – John Greenlaw 
John gave a short presentation on the status of the WECC Reliability Center Strategic Initiative. Several locations are still being considered for the proposed two reliability centers. Development of the west-wide model is underway and will contain all WECC topology at 100 kV and above. The model is expected to be available in February. The model is intended initially as an operational tool. Considerable effort and time will be required before it is useful as a planning tool. 
12. Next Joint Meeting – August 19 and 20, 2008 (Denver, Colorado) Westminster, CO

Meeting adjourned.  
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