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JOINT CCPG-SSPG-SWAT Meeting

NOTES

August 18, 2010
8:30am to 4:30pm (MDT)
Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association

1100 West 116th Ave, Westminister, Colorado

Board/Multi-Purpose Conference Room (Main Floor) 

1. Introductions, Agenda Review & Opening Comments – CCPG, SSPG & SWAT Chairs
Andy Leoni opened the meeting by introducing the Current chairmen’s CCPG: Andy Leoni, SSPG: Paul Schmidt and SWAT: LeeAnn Torkelson.   After which was followed up by a round table of Introductions. 

2. WestConnect Update 
a. Regional Planning Update  – Mark Graham Mark started the meeting with providing an update on the current PMC and WestConnect planning achievements and activities for the 2009-2010 time frame.    
For more detailed information go the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
WestConnect Overview 
b. Initiatives – Charlie Reinhold gave a presentation on the WestConnect Overview which outlined WestConnect’s purpose, current membership, geographic footprint, accomplishments and current WestConnect active Work Groups.  Also as part of the presentation Charlie gave a Joint Initiatives Overview which included information on the Columbia Grid and Northern Tier Transmission Group and the joint initiative activities between the three group:
i. Intra-hour Transmission Reservation and Scheduling

ii. Intra-hour Transmission Accelerator Platform (ITAP)

iii. Dynamic Scheduling System (DSS)
For more detailed information go the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:

WestConnect Overview 
c. Annual Planning Meeting and Website – Gary Romero gave a presentation on the upcoming 2010 Planning Workshop and Website Status.  The Workshop has been scheduled for November 17th 2010 at a to be determined SRP location. The main purpose of the Workshop is to start the data gather process for the WestConnect Annual Reports.  The meeting in the past has consisted of a morning panel session for presentations of Ten year plans and  a afternoon panel session for presentations of completed and or status of to be completed study work for the planning year. It has been suggested to combine the two panel sessions into one and have the presenters present both Ten year plans and study work all during one panel sessions.  This new meeting format will be further discussed at upcoming PMC meetings.
For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:

WestConnect 2010 Planning Workshop and Website Status
3. Subregional Planning Group Briefings
a. CCPG – Andy Leoni 
discussed the current CCPG activities and the CCPG conceptual work group which will study a 20 year horizon (2030 base year). 
b. SSPG – Paul Schmidt gave an SSPG update on their 2010 Study results. The study looked at 2030 system with 5,000 MW of renewable Generation. Two transmission study options were studied:
i. Strong West Tie Options: 259 miles of 500kV transmission

ii. Tesla Tie Option 330 miles of 500kV transmission

For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:

SSPG 2010 Study Results
c. SWAT – LeeAnn Torkelson  Presented the following as part of the SWAT update:
What’s new in SWAT:

· SWAT has elected a new Chairman (Lee Ann Torkelson) currently seeking a Vice Chair.

· The Transmission Corridor Work Group has elected two new co-chairs (Julia Souder or Clean Line Energy Partners and Chuck Russell of the Salt River Project.
· CATS HV and EHV have joined and are now called CATS with Joe Herrera as the acting Chairman.

· Newly formed Study Group: Eldorado Valley Study Group (EVSG) Chaired by Chuck Russell from Salt River Project.

SWAT also presented Subcommittee Updates for all the sub committees within SWAT.

For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:

SWAT Update 08-18-2010
5. WECC TEPPC and SCG Update on Western Interconnection Wide Planning – 
Susan Henderson discussed the current activities of the Regional Transmission Expansion Project (RTEP) and TEPPC which currently have a plan to produce a 10-year Regional Transmission Plan by September 2011 and a 20-year Regional Transmission plan Target Plan by September 2013. The Subregional Planning Group (SPG) role as part of these study plans is to produce a Foundational Project list and a list of potential projects which TEPPC can utilize to integrate resources and mitigate congestion.  Also discussed in the presentation was how the SCG selected the projects and what criterion was used in the selection process. Also presented as part of the presentation were Maps showing the Foundational Projects by year 2020 and the Potential Projects by year 2020. Included with the maps are a matrix of the transmission projects and a matrix of the transmission project criteria broken down by Subregional Planning Group. 

For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:

WECC TEPPC 08-18-2010
6. Western Governor Association Activities and Update – Steve Ellenbecker/Tom Carr Western Tom Carr gave a presentation the State-Provincial Steering Committee update. The presentation consisted of the following topics 
· Background on the SPSC’s origin.

· Recent activities

· State-Adjusted load forecast

· Adjusted to account for energy efficiency embedded in the Balancing 
Authorities load forecasts

· Ratepayer-funded energy efficiency programs

· New federal appliance and lighting standards

· RPS and Renewable Energy

· 10 states in the Western Interconnection with RPS

· Draft RPS assumptions and methodology sent to SPSC members for review and comment (July 20)

· Adjustments made to AZ,CA,CO, and OR

· IRP Survey and Review
· Collected responses and created spreadsheet detailing utility IRP/plans for generation additions and retirements

· Resource selection

· See presentation for detailed tables

· Energy/Water nexus

· DOE research call  --$4 million for water/energy nexus

· Sandia National Lab has model that assess the energy impacts on water

· Grid utilization and integration

· New Grid Utilization Work Group Chaired by Steve Oxley

For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:

State-Provincial Steering Committee Update
7. Implementation of NERC ATC/TTC Standards (MOD-029) – Panel Session
Moderator: LeeAnn Torkelson 
Panelists: Ron Belval, Tom Duane, Chuck Falls 
Chuck Falls lead a discussion on the development of the MOD-029 from the beginning to end.

Tom Duane: Reviewed posted path and stated that the only paths which require Mod-029 would only be the paths that you currently post and plan to post.  
Ron Belval indicated that TEP has taken a very high level approach and is uncertain on how and how much Mod-029 will affect the currently posted path rating.  TEP is in the process of determining if they have suffient documentation to grandfather their existing path rating. TEP is also looking at the possibility of a MOD-030 implementation for elements that can not be grandfathered. 
Group Questions: 
What is the appropriate justification to establish grandfather rating?




Is there is a requirement that identifies what paths have to be posted? 

Group Comments: 
If you go back to FERC to ask interpretation of the grandfather clause you may 



open a Pandora’s Box and have it removed and then you will be left with nothing.
8. FERC NOPR on Transmission Planning & Cost Allocation – Panel Session 
Moderator: Charlie Reinhold

Panelists: Julia Souder, Steve Ellenbecker, Jim Pratt

Charlie Reinhold started by giving a short presentation to set the environment for discussions; 

The FERC NOPR was issued by FERC on June 17th, 2010. Comments are due back to FERC by September 29th, 2010. WestConnect plans to compile and submit group comments for the WestConnect Member. WestConnect will be send out draft comments for review last fourth week of August.
Group Questions:  
Are the individual utilities required to send individual Comments.

Comment:

WestConnect will draft and compile group comments for submittal by 




WestConnect. WestConnect does encourages individuals to send in additional 



comments if they so desire.

For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
FERC Transmission Planning & Cost Allocation NOPR
9. TTC/ATC for WestConnect Footprint – Gary Romero
The annual TTC/ATC WestConnect presentation was presented by Gary Romero.  The presentation started off with an introduction of the workshop participants and presentation format. The presentation is formatted and broken down by the following:

I. Subregional Planning Group
a. Company

i. Existing Paths

ii. Additions  & Changes

iii. Notes

Format changes from last year included the addition of WECC Path Number designation (where 
Appropriate), the addition of Definition of Terms and the addition of the following note on all slides: “Committed Use” values are today’s estimated peak values and will vary with season and time-of-day.
The complete presentation consist of over 110 slides, therefore only the members additions and changes were presented.  

The group asked the following questions:

Question 1: Why are we providing this information and who uses it?

Response 1a:  It is a FERC 890 requirement to provide this information. In the past the individual Entities conducted there own Stake holder workshops to fulfill this requirement. For the past two Calendar years WestConnect has been asked to Coordinate and conduct this Workshop.

Response 1b:  Stakeholders are the intended targeted user.

Question 2: Is there an alternative method of displaying/presenting this information other than the current Power Point Presentation? 

Response 2: The presentation can be accompanied by using the existing WestConnect Google Map by adding a layer which will present the TTC/ATC information for the planned facilities (if available). This item will be added to the Next PMC agenda for further discussions.
For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
WC_ATC-TTC_WorkShop_08182010
10. NREL Western Wind and Solar Integration Study Results – Panel Session
Moderator: Debbie Lew

Panelists: Mark Graham, Tom Duane, Steve Beuning 
Debbie Lew started the discussions with introducing the Panelists and sitting the environment with a brief update of the NREL Western Wind and Solar Integration Study. Mark Graham followed with a presentation of Observations on NREL’s Western Wind and Solar Integration Study Report. Mark’s presentation began with acknowledgments of the contributors to the content of his presentation.

The presentation covered differences in viewpoints, comments on the study conclusion, and prerequisites to 35% penetration and discussed what is still needed to be done. 

Mark is in the process of drafting the Scope for follow-up study.  If you are interested in contributing to the development in drafting the follow-up scope, please contact Mark Graham. 

Tom Duane talked about adding dynamic scheduling to help with the variability of the Generations.

The group further discussed ACE diversity Exchange to help share some of the variability of the generation.  There are existing programs to look at shaving peaks for their current DSM programs and                       where does wind or at what level does wind have to play in this scenario.

Their were questions on current natural gas generation plans and at what level can new gas units help to lesson the variability of the wind.  
Steve Beuning lead the discussion on NREL is currently looking at the following:

· Different ways to deliver the energy.
· Looking for money to support further sensitivity work on the current data sets.
· Looking at various storage solutions in the California area.

· Cost benefits analysis for wind options.

· Looking at better forecasting methods and use methods that have been successful in the past. 
· Looking at opportunities for the use of Pumped-Hydro can be coupled with to wind to provide energy storage. 
For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
WWSISobservations081810
11. State Issues

a. Colorado – Inez Dominguez - The CPUC has an upcoming voting on EMF standard and improved avoidance. CPUC has an objective to align the Generation plan and Transmission plan. Their will be more discussion on these topics on the CCPG meeting agenda.
b. Arizona – Prem Bahl  
Prem Bahl gave a presentation highlighting the current activities of the Arizona Corporation Commission and provided docket numbers for those who are interested in the public documents associated with the following ACC activities:

· Aggregated Net Metering
· Dry Cooling

· Electric Energy Efficiency rulemaking

· Electric Restructuring

· Externalities of Electric Generation

· Feed-in Tariff

· Gas Energy Efficiency rulemaking

· Incentives for Electric and Natural Gas Utilities

· Hook-Up Fees for Electric and Natural Gas Utilities

· Line Extension Policies for Electric Utilities

· Renewable Planning – rulemaking

· Smart Grid



Docket numbers for the above topics can be found on the full presentation.
For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
Arizona Corporation Commission Report 08-18-2010
c. New Mexico – Jeremy Turner-NMPUC 
Jeremy Turner, Executive Director of RETA presented an update of the current activities of the NMPUC.  The presentation covered the following topics.

· Overview of RETA

· Statutorily created 2007 to address transmission and storage issues in the State
· 30% of power has to be from renewable resources on RETA sponsored projects

· Senate Memorial 44 Update
· Develop Map and supporting documents to identify existing transmission, generation and renewable resource zones.

· Prioritize regions with low land development conflicts

· Next steps

· White paper defining intent

· Publish Map on RETA website

· Comments due on updated map 9/3/2010

· Hold stakeholder meeting 9/10/2010

· Update map 10/15/2010

· Finalize corridors 10/27/2010

· Governor’s Task Force – The task force will prepare recommendation for the Governor and RETA regarding steps to enhance the statewide electricity transmission grid, which will include: Collector system, financing options and Cost recovery options.
· Los Alamos National Laboratory Study – Economic and Technical Study
The study will look at 5 year, 10 year and 20 year horizons and will evaluate looped vs. radial collector systems.  The Economic part of the study will analyze varying levels of investment in renewables.

· Regional and local development.
· High Plains Express

· SunZia

· The Santa Fe Line

· The Southline

· Tres Amigas Superstation

· Central New Mexico Collector System

For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
NM State Issues Joint Meeting 08-18-10
12. WAPA Organization Chart WAPA - Bob Easton from WAPA made an announcement of changes to the WAPA Organization Chart.
13. Western’s Transmission Infrastructure Program Update – Kaicheng Chen
Kaicheng Chen of WAPA presented an overview and update of the WAPA Transmission infrastructure Program (TIP). 
The TIP program authority was implemented from section 402 of the American Recovery and Reinvestment ACT.  TIP projects must have one terminus within an area served by Western and deliver, of facilitate the delivery of power generated by renewable energy resources constructed or reasonably expected to be constructed after 2/17/09
Status:  

· Program Rule published in the Federal Register, May 2009

· Requested and Received Statements of Interest

· Discussion Underway on some projects proposals, one under contract

Project Priorities:

· Ideally, Shovel ready

· 2-5 year ready project

· Achieve Renewable, Repayment and Recovery Goals

Projects:  One under Contract (MATL Project)

 Currently under discussions:
· TransWest Express Project (TWE)

· Sonoran-Mojave Desert Renewables Transmission Project (SMRT)

· ED-5 to Palo Verde (SPPR)

· SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

· NV Energy Transmission Line Project

· Mead-Peacock-Liberty 345kV Upgrade

· Wyoming Wind Collector System and/or Southwest South Dakota

For more detailed information go to the following hyperlink to view the full presentation:
TIP Program Update August 2010 CCPG
14. Spare Equipment – Duane Braunagel lead a short discussion on Spare Equipment.  It was mentioned that several entities currently have existing programs for sharing and establishing common specs to allow sharing of spare equipment. Arizona Public Service Company and the Salt River Project have Common Transformer Specs for their 500/230kV transformers.

15. Next Joint Meeting – August 16-18,  2011 (Denver, Colorado)
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