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Colorado River Transmission Committee
January 5, 2009

Final Meeting Notes

Following are draft meeting notes for the January 5, 2009 CRT meeting.  They are organized in accordance with the meeting agenda.  Please provide any comments you have to these notes by January 14th.  Comments will be incorporated into the final notes posted on the WestConnect website.  The presentations, referenced in the following notes, will also be posted to the website.
Introductions

Please refer to the attendee list, posted along with these meeting notes, for a list of the individuals in attendance at the meeting.

RMR Studies
Ken Bagley initiated this discussion with an overview of the conclusions and recommendations, included in the ACC adopted 5th BTA, which related to the Yuma and Mohave Counties’ RMR studies.  (See presentation titled “BTA Implications 1-05-09.)  In brief, the BTA recommended that; (1) the Yuma study take a broader perspective on the area to be included in the RMR study, (2) the Mohave study reevaluate the generation included and excluded, and (3) that the studies be conducted under the purview of an open stakeholder process. Vince Thor followed with a presentation on the prior Yuma study process.  (See presentation titled “Yuma RMR Study.”)  He provided a listing of the facilities and a one-line diagram defining the cut-plain employed in the 2008 study.  
Following Vince’s presentation there was an extended open discussion.  Jerry Smith (wearing his WestConnect hat) provided some insight into the conclusions and recommendations included in the BTA regarding the Yuma area study.  The committee discussed a basis upon which to determine whether proposed transmission and generation projects should be included in future study cases.  For transmission it was decided that projects included in either the WECC annual project updates or ACC submitted 10-year plans should be included.  In light of the massive amount of proposed generation projects in the Southwest it was decided that projects that were either under construction, were planned and committed to by a utility or had a signed contract with a buyer would be included in the “base case”.  In addition, sensitivities would be included in the studies to evaluate the implications of varying amounts and location for new generation.  (Post note: Any sensitivities included as a part of the RMR process will need to be coordinated with the generation assumptions developed by the SWAT Renewable Transmission Task Force.)  The group discussed the existing “queue process” for proposed projects and associated issues.  In general it was agreed that the process is “broken” principally due to the lack of coordination between utilities evaluating projects within their respective queues.

Bobby Chavez then gave a presentation on the Mohave County RMR study performed by TEP on behalf of its affiliate UNSE.  (See presentation titled “RMR Study System for Mohave County.”)  This presentation illustrated the cut-plain for the Mohave County study and listed the loads and resources included.  Variances in some of the load and resource data were noted by some committee members.  It was agreed that these members would provide Bobby with the correct information.

As a conclusion to the RMR study discussion it was agreed that:

1. A technical subcommittee will be established under which the 2009 study effort will be conducted.  This subcommittee will be co-chaired by APS and TEP (Vince Thor and Bobby Chavez).
2. The following individuals agreed to actively participate and assist APS and TEP in the study effort – Ken Bagley (CRT Chair), Ken Baughman (Wellton-Mohawk), Stephanie Beujes (or someone else from Western), and Milt Percival (on behalf of the San Luis Project).  IID will be contacted to determine their participation interest.

3. The subcommittee will conduct its efforts, principally via teleconference meetings, on dates and at times based on the availability of the subcommittee members.  Once set the information for each respective meeting will be disseminated to the entire CRT committee so that they can participate if desired.
4. The technical subcommittee will provide updates to the entire committee at the periodic CRT meetings.

CRT 2009 Study Plan

Ken Bagley requested suggestions from the committee on proposed study efforts to be pursued under the CRT in 2009.  Separate from the RMR studies, only APS offered a study effort.  This consisted of evaluating the proposed 230kV loop around the APS Yuma service area.  Wellton-Mohawk’s and the San Luis Project’s representatives expressed an interest in participating if APS pursues the study, but were indifferent whether the study occurred in 2009.  Chuck Russell will pursue whether SRP has an interest, Ken Bagley will contact IID, and Stephanie Beujes will inquire of Western.  It was decided that pursuit of a 230kV loop study would be decided after additional information is derived from the January 8th Renewable Transmission Task Force meeting.
Harcuvar Transmission Project Status Update

Ken Bagley gave a presentation detailing the current status of the Harcuvar Transmission Project.  (See presentation titled “HTP Update 1-05-09.”)  The Project’s Open Season ended November 21, 2008 with ten entities expressing an interest in pursuing the Project.  Current activities include; (1) development of an MOA under which the entities will participate and fund the Project’s development, (2) negotiation of an MOU with SCE for ownership and participation in the DPV2 project, and (3) initiation of the transmission interconnection process with SCE and Western.
Other Project Updates

Bob Mooney stated that the Desert Southwest Transmission Project has received all necessary approvals and permits to begin construction of the 500kV project.  It will consist of two radial 500kV lines; one running approximately eight miles west from the Blythe area to SCE’s proposed Midpoint (aka Colorado River) substation and the other 118 miles west all the way back to the Devers substation.  It is proposed that Blythe Energy 2 will be connected to the Midpoint line and Blythe 3 and 4 to the Devers line.  These facilities will also support interconnection of some of the several gigs of proposed renewable generation just west of the Blythe area.  Bob also confirmed that the existing FPL Blythe 1 facility will be disconnecting from Western’s Buck Boulevard substation, near Blythe, and become radially connected to the Julian Hinds substation via a new 230kV line planned to be completed in 2010.  Bob offered to provide the CRT with a diagram illustrating the proposed facilities and interconnections in the Blythe area.
Next Meeting

It was proposed that the next meeting be set for April 21st or 22nd depending upon the timing of the Navajo South Transmission E&O committee meeting.

(Post-note – since the Navajo E&O is already set for April 21st the next CRT meeting will be held on April 22nd.)
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