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1. Introductions

The following individuals attended the January 24th committee meeting of the CRT:

Jon Stahlhut (APS)


Donald Bryce (Bureau of Rec.)
Jerry Smith (KR Saline)

Gary Romero (KR Saline)

Dana Cabbell (SCE)


Gary Trent (TEP/UNSE)

Ali Chowdhury (CAISO)

David Le (CAISO)

James Hsu (SRP)


Mark Etherton (PDS)

Nick Saber (WAPA)


Peter Krzykos (APS)
Michael Gazda (APA)


Suzanne James-King (3M)

Vicki Sandler (Az ISA)

Alex Fratkin (NPC)

Garry Chinn (MWD)


Ken Bagley (Genesee)

2. Regional Project Updates
At the January 11th CRT workgroup meeting Brian Cole, with APS, distributed a set of conditions under which APS would consider participation in the DPV2 Project.  Dana Cabbell commented that SCE and APS would be holding some meetings to discuss these proposed conditions.  Ken asked that other entities considering participation in the DPV2 Project be allowed to participate in these discussions.

Palo Verde to Sun Valley (TS-5) 500 kV Project – APS expects a 2009 in-service date.

North Gila No. 2 500 kV Project – APS expects an in-service date of 2012.  They have received a CEC from the Arizona Commission and a Category D exemption from WECC’s RPEWG subcommittee.  APS has yet to initiate the WECC rating process due to the changing conditions in the Yuma area.
TransWest Express – APS projects a 2015 in-service date.  The project has entered Phase 1 of the WECC rating process.  It is looking like the southern terminus may be at the Marketplace substation in southern Nevada.

Eastern Nevada Intertie (EN-ti) – This 500 kV transmission project is intended to tie the service areas of Nevada Power and Sierra Pacific Power as well as provide a outlet for the proposed 1500 MW of coal-fired generation associated with the Ely Energy Project.  Its expected in-service date is 2012.  Please refer to the EN-ti presentation posted on the WestConnect website under the CRT Committee meetings.
UniSource Mohave County Projects – Unisource has three potential projects within their Mohave County service area.  These include the Griffith-North Havasu 230 kV line, the Golden Valley 230 kV transmission project, and the White Hills 345/69 kV tie to WAPA’s 345 kV Mead-Liberty line.  Please refer to the UniSource presentation posted on the WestConnect website under the CRT Committee meetings.

3. Pacific Southwest Planning Association Update
Dana Cabbell gave a presentation on the status of the PSPA organizational efforts.  There are presently 15 entities participating in the development of the PSPA.  Please refer to the PSPA presentation posted on the WestConnect website under the CRT Committee meetings.
4. Arizona Independent Scheduling Administrator Update
Vicki Sandler has taken over as the Executive Director for the AzISA.  Prior to her present position Vicki was president of APS Energy Services.  The purpose of the AzISA is to facilitate competitive retail transactions within the state of Arizona and to provide a forum for dispute resolution.  It was created as an outcome of the Arizona Commission’s retail competition working group’s efforts as an interim organization until an RTO became operational in Arizona.  Vicki went over the ISA’s website (www.az-isa.org) as a source of additional information on its participants and activities.

5. California ISO MRTU Overview
MRTU stands for Market Redesign and Technology Update.  Its intent is to enhance grid reliability and to correct problems with the California electricity market.  The technology update will modernize the computer systems currently employed by the ISO.  Although the ISO has an official implementation date of March 31, 2008, Vicki stated her understanding that this date may slip, possibly to as late as sometime in September.  Under the MRTU previously auctioned congestion revenue rights (CRRs) will be replaced with firm transmission rights.  However, the potential delay in the implementation of the MRTU has resulted in uncertainty as to how and when this transition will occur.

6. WestConnect Regional Planning Process
Jerry Smith (WestConnect Planning Manager) provided an overview of the WestConnect planning process and its current status.  Jerry discussed the material presented January 17th at the WestConnect stakeholder meeting.  This included detailed information on the status of the sub-regional study efforts and proposed transmission projects within the WestConnect footprint.  Jerry also gave an illustration of the updates incorporated into the WestConnect website.  Please refer to the WestConnect Planning presentation posted on the WestConnect website under the CRT Committee meetings.
7. Harcuvar Project Discussion
Workgroup Progress – Ken Bagley offered a summary of the January 11th workgroup meeting.  He went over the list of entities that had volunteered to participate in the technical study effort.  Those volunteers included:


APS – Jon Stahlhut


SPPR – Gary Romero


SCE – Dana Cabbell and David Franklin


WSES – Milt Percival


TEP – Gary Trent


SRP – James Hsu


PDS – John Kyei


Western – Nick Saber


CAWCD – Ken Bagley

Garry Chinn, with Metropolitan Water District, offered to join the technical study group.

Description of Scenarios – Based on the results of the January 11th workgroup meeting Ken Bagley presented a list of potential Project scenarios to be analyzed in the technical studies.  These included alternative transmission upgrades and generation scenarios.
Post-Note – A list of eight proposed Project scenarios was distributed to the entire CRT Committee, via e-mail, by Ken Bagley on January 29th with a request for comments by February 4th.  Three comments were received which provided suggestions for the technical studies, but did not alter the list of proposed scenarios.

Basecase Alternatives – Dana Cabbell proposed that the group employ two cases in the technical studies.  These were a 2009 Heavy Summer and 2011 Heavy Autumn.  There was no objection to this proposal.

8. CRT 2008 Study Plan Development
Ken Bagley inquired of the group as to whether there were any projects, in addition to the proposed Harcuvar Project, that Committee members desired to study in 2008.  No additional projects were proposed by the group.  As the CRT representative for the CAWCD, Ken Bagley offered to take the lead in preparing the study plan for the Harcuvar Project.  It was agreed that the technical workgroup would attempt to complete the initial studies by the end of March and a report prepared by the end of April, 2008.
9. Action Items
Ken Bagley is to begin development of the Harcuvar Project study plan in coordination with the technical workgroup.  SCE will propose a list of contingencies to be included in the technical analysis.
10. Next Meeting

No date was set for the next meeting of the full CRT Committee.  It is expected that the next meeting would occur in late April or early May based on the proposed timeline for the technical studies.
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