Colorado River Transmission Committee

February 5, 2010

Meeting Notes

Following are draft meeting notes for the February 5, 2010 CRT meeting.  They are organized in accordance with the meeting agenda.  Please provide any comments you have to these notes by March 15th.  Comments will be incorporated into the final notes and posted on the WestConnect website.  The presentations, referenced in the following notes, will also be posted to the website.

Introductions
Josh Johnston (WAPA) asked that everyone provide their contact information to jjohnston@wapa.gov so that an updated distribution list can be created.  Meeting notes, presentations, and other general announcements from this and future meetings will be via e-mail once a distribution list is created.

Please refer to the attendee list, posted along with these meeting notes, for a list of the individuals in attendance at the meeting.

Transmission Infrastructure Program (TIP) Overview- Theresa Williams
· Theresa Williams is the Desert Southwest (DSW) TIP Liaison.
· New program (about 1 year old)

· Product of Section 402 of the Recovery Act

· Authorizes borrowing authority of $3.25 billion

· TIP office reports to Western’s Administrator and is not a part of DSW

· Program allows Administrator to plan and build transmission lines

· $10 million provided for start-up funds
· Program has no “sunset date”
· Prem Bahl, ACC, asked if additional funds will be given after $3.25 billion is spent
· Theresa answered that the funds are essentially a line of credit.  No more than $3.25 billion can be borrowed from the U.S. Treasury at any given time.  As funds are repaid, additional funds can be borrowed (not to exceed $3.25 billion).

· Projects have already been submitted and reviewed, but that does not prevent future projects from consideration.  

· The program would like to encourage participation from other non-Federal entities in order to better utilize the funds.

· Project Requirements (see attached presentation for full list)
· Project must be in the public interest

· Must help bring renewable to market

· Reliability cannot be adversely impacted
· Current Western customers cannot be adversely impacted

· Projects must be economically feasible (pay for themselves)

· Only beneficiaries of the project pay for the project

· Over 200 projects were initially submitted to the TIP office for consideration last year.
· Projects range from 230-765 kV (AC and DC)
· Some projects are in the conceptual stage and others are “shovel ready.”

· Accomplishments in the first year

· Montana-Alberta Tie Limited (MATL) Project announced

· WAPA funded $161 million
· Project will support 300-600 MW

· TIP office is fully staffed with 6 full-time members 

· The TIP Website will be updated over the coming weeks.

Sonoran-Mohave Desert Renewable Transmission Project (SMRT) – Theresa Williams
· SMRT contains transmission that would support renewable generation.
· Project is suitable for TIP
· The only project that has been officially selected by TIP is the MATL Project.  SMRT has not been selected at this time.
· SMRT was one of the 200+ submissions last year.
· Technical pre-feasibility study is to commence soon.
· Results will be made public and submitted in 2010.
· There are currently 9 participants in the pre-feasibility study.
· The Western study includes three concepts including: Palo Verde – North Gila 500 kV, Palo Verde – Blythe 500kV, North and South of Western’s Parker 230/500 kV (see attached presentation for map).
· Project selection criteria categorized potential TIP projects into 4 unofficial categories
· (1) Shovel ready projects meeting the criteria
· (2) Promising projects 3-5 years out that aren’t quite shovel ready (SMRT)
· (3) Projects that are probably 5-10 years out that meet criteria
· (4) Projects that don’t meet TIP criteria
· All of the original 200+ submissions should have received feedback from TIP office by mid-January.  If you have not heard back, please contact Western’s TIP office.
Mohave RMR Study – Bobby Chavez
· Three metrics were used for the study
· Simultaneous Import Limit (SIL) – studied with all generation off (including thermal and hydro units)
· Maximum Load Serving Capability (MLSC) studied with all generation turned on
· Reliability Must Run (RMR) condition occurs when forecast load exceeds SIL
· The tables of load and generation were presented for the area of interest
· Gary Ijams pointed out that each individual CAP pump load is inaccurately modeled as 64 MW per unit at Havasu.  However, the total load was modeled at 192 MW, which is an accurate value so it won’t affect study results.
· There is about 1600 MW of generation in the study area which is approximately twice the amount of total load.
· There was an inconsistency in the 2008 RMR technical study with the status of the NAEP project but was resolved this year since the project has been cancelled.
· The study determined that in the 2013 base case, 10 MW of hydro generation would be needed to serve local load (i.e. 10 MW of RMR).  The Parker-Black Mesa 230 kV outage is the critical contingency causing a delta V violation at Black Mesa 230kV.  This scenario assumes the Parker – North Havasu 230kV circuit is not looped in and out of the Black Mesa 230 kV substation.
· There were several questions regarding timeframes for the building of transmission.  Interested parties should consult latest TEP Ten Year Plan.
· The highest voltage deviation was calculated to be 6.3% at Peacock 230kV for a loss of the Peacock transformer.
· No RMR condition exists if the planned system upgrades are in place for the 2013 and 2018 study years.  The two planned upgrades proposed by TEP are:
· North Havasu – Griffith 230 kV line
· White Hills 345kV Project
· The Bureau of Reclamation’s water delivery requirements mitigate any RMR requirements.
Yuma County RMR – Vincent Thor
· Vince pointed out that the main challenge in the Yuma county area is to balance the generation in west Yuma with imports in east Yuma.

· ACC recommended that APS complete an RMR study for Yuma County with CRT coordination.  ACC also suggested expansion of study area to encompass all of Yuma County

· 2013 and 2018 WestConnect base cases used for study

· 2018 case was used to create 2019 case

· Blythe Generation and SLRC project were statused on and off for base case sensitivities
· Gary Ijams of CAP asked if the Yuma Desalter load is modeled.  Josh from WAPA indicated that the Yuma Deslater load is not modeled at this time, but it may be in the future.
· Vince presented a 230 kV Ring Bus concept for Yuma area which could improve transmission system reliability.
· Project still in conceptual stages

· APS would like to capture potential projects in the area to improve conceptual planning.
· A sign-up sheet for participation interest was passed around to the group for technical study work participation.
Harcuvar Transmission Project – Gary Ijams
· The Palo Verde – Delaney – Sun Valley 500kV proposed line crosses Western’s Parker –Liberty 230kV line.

· The HTP would interconnect at either Sun Valley or where the lines cross.  There is a meeting scheduled between CAWCD and Western to discuss this concept with Western on Wednesday, February 10th.

· The HTP has changed course considerably after the Palo Verde – Devers #2 line was canceled.  There was also some thought to potentially interconnecting to the Palo Verde – Devers line 1 but was discarded due to lack of interest.
Next Meeting
· There will be another CRT meeting in 6-8 weeks or when there is additional material to present.
· Please send contact information to jjohnston@wapa.gov for inclusion on distribution list.

