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Memorandum

To:
CRT Committee
From:
Ken Bagley
Date:
October 4, 2008
Re:
Notes for Sept. 17, 2008 CRT Meeting
Following are the final meeting notes for the September 17, 2008 CRT meeting.  The only changes from the draft meeting notes, dated September 18, 2008, are the addition of the Imperial Irrigation District under the “Yuma Area Projects” discussion on Page 3 of 4 and a discussion on completed “Action Items” at the end of these notes. 
California Updates:

Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 Status  (Dana Cabbell)

See “DPV2 Update_CRT 9-17-08” presentation.

The current expected in-service date for the Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 line is December, 2011.  SCE is in the process of preparing a new application for submission to the Arizona Commission which they intend to file in the first quarter of 2009.  In a concurrent effort SCE is continuing to pursue the pre-filing process with the FERC.  Although their preferred outcome is to receive approval from the Arizona Commission, the FERC process will be continued as an alternative.
SCE has filed with the California PUC for permission to begin construction of the California portion of the DPV2 Project.  This is in response to over 10,000 MW of generation interconnection requests along the corridor between Blythe and Devers.  It is anticipated that this portion of the Project could be in-service by mid-2011.
There was a brief discussion on the current efforts between SCE and CAWCD to finalize an MOU under which the Harcuvar Project would participate and share capacity in the DPV2 Project.  In response to a question Dana Cabbell acknowledged that the path rating studies, for both the East and West-of-River WECC paths, may need to be redone as a result of the multiple proposed interconnections to the Devers lines.
Pacific Southwest Planning Association  (Dana Cabbell)
The PSPA is the proposed organization under which entities would coordinate transmission planning for the entire state of California.  An organization agreement has been developed which is currently undergoing legal review by the proposed membership.  In order to be a member of the PSPA an entity must be a transmission owner and/or operator.  However, meetings will be open to all interested parities.  Once active it will be essential for the PSPA and CRT to coordinate their planning activities due to the electrical interconnections between the two planning areas.  Once both the EOR 9300 and DPV2 projects are in-service the East-of-River Path rating will be 10,500 MW.
Centralized Remedial Action Schemes (C-RAS)  (Dana Cabbell)

See “SCE C-RAS Presentation 9-17-08”
At present SCE operates 17 remedial action schemes due to the existing congestion on its EHV transmission system.  Due to the number of interconnection requests that have been received the potential exists for the number of RAS to increase to 57.  Since SCE’s current control system cannot operate more than 24 RAS they are pursuing an upgrade to their communications equipment.  This upgrade will substantially increase SCE Operation’s ability to monitor the system by taking advantage of the existing extensive fiber optics capacity throughout their system. These upgrades will be installed over the 2009 to 2011 period.
Imperial Irrigation District  (David Barajas)
IID is participating with APS in the Yuma area study.  It is one of the participants in the second Hassayampa-North Gila 500 kV Project.  In addition, IID is pursuing a new 230 kV line from the North Gila substation to its Highline substation.  SRP is a participant in this project.
Metropolitan Water District  (Ann Finley)

Ann provided a brief description of MWD’s transmission system which includes 305 miles of 230 kV transmission.  This system runs from the Mead Substation, in southern Nevada, south to Camino where branches head southeast to Gene, near Parker, and southwest to Julian Hinds.  Ann also informed the Committee that the Blythe 1 Project is in the process of constructing a radial 230 kV tie connecting to Julian Hinds.  Once in-service the project will disconnect from the WAPA system at Buck Boulevard.
Arizona Updates
Harcuvar Project  (Ken Bagley)

See “Harcuvar Update 9-17-08” presentation
(It is recommended that the Harcuvar Update presentation be viewed in its PowerPoint version due to the amount of animation contained in the transmission system maps.)

Ken’s Harcuvar Project update included some background on the Central Arizona Project, a description of the two principal components of the Harcuvar Project, the current activities, and the next steps.  Most significant is that CAWCD and SCE are finalizing a memorandum of understanding under which the Harcuvar Project will share capacity rights with SCE on the DPV2 Project.  This MOU will also establish the process for a single set of technical studies to meet the interconnection requirements for both SCE and Western.  It is anticipated that the MOU will be completed within the next four to six weeks.  This is a prerequisite to initiating the open season process for the Harcuvar Project since this is the document which will ensure the Harcuvar Project’s right to participate in the DPV2.  As stated in the meeting, the Harcuvar Project dies if it does not attain the right to interconnect and share capacity on the DPV2. The open season announcement will be disseminated to the entire CRT and SWAT committees and will be posted on the WestConnect website.  Before the actual technical studies can begin it is necessary to establish the expected amount of capacity that may seek to interconnect to the Harcuvar Project.  The amount of capacity will establish the design specifications for the Project that will be included in the interconnection studies.
EOR 9300 Project  (Jim Hsu)
The EOR 9300 Project (EOR stands for East-of-River) entails upgrades to the cap banks on the Perkins-Mead and Navajo-Crystal 500 kV lines.  The final upgrades are expected to be in-service by the end of April, 2009.  At present the East-of-River Path is rated at 8,055 MW.  With the completion of the Project’s plan-of-service the path rating will increase to 9,300 MW.  (Hence the name of the Project.)  After giving his update Jimmy announced that he was retiring from SRP and will be joining PDS Consulting.

Yuma Area Projects  (Vincent Thor)

See “APS Yuma 230 Presentation”

The discussion of the Yuma area projects was initiated by John Lucas, with APS, who provided an update on the expected timing of two Yuma area projects.  Both the PV-North Gila 500 kV line and the North Gila-TS-8 230 kV Project are expected to be in-service in 2012.  However, John noted that due to recent reductions in load growth expectations the timing of these projects may be adjusted.

Vince discussed the studies which APS has been performing in coordination with Yuma area entities.  There is a current effort to combine the studies associated with the Yuma area projects, North Branch Project, Imperial Irrigation District, and the Wellton-Mohawk 230 kV Project.  A study plan is currently under development.  The study group has requested bringing this effort into the CRT forum in an effort to ensure compliance with the FERC Order 890 principles.  Accordingly, it was agreed that a technical subcommittee would conduct the actual analysis and that periodic updates would be presented at subsequent CRT meetings.

Greg Bernosky (APS) followed Vince with a presentation on the line-siting process for the proposed Yuma area projects.
Wellton-Mohawk 230 kV Project  (Kenney Baughman)

Since a description of the proposed Wellton-Mohawk Project was contained within Vince Thor’s presentation Kenny provided an update on the status of the proposed refinery in their service area.  The project’s developers are expecting the plant to be in commercial operation around late 2012 to 2013 timeframe.  Its expected load will be in the 80 MW range operating 24x7.  Due to various factors the expected price for the plant has increased from $2.5 to $4 Billion.

Western’s River System  (Josh Johnston)

The only current plans for Western’s HV system, along the Colorado River, are an ongoing pole replacement program.  Although there are various projects Western would like to pursue, the lack of appropriations from the Federal Government is severely restricting their activities.
Draft Biennial Transmission Assessment Implications
Conclusions/Recommendations  (Ken Bagley)

See “BTA Implications” presentation

Ken provided a presentation which summarized sections of the draft BTA report which referenced issues or concerns within the CRT study area.  The concerns raised in the BTA specifically related to transmission assessment studies performed for Mohave County and Yuma County.  These studies are intended to establish the respective area’s simultaneous import limitation (SIL), maximum load serving capability (MLSC) and reliability-must-run (RMR) generation requirements.

Mohave County RMR  (Bobby Chavez)

See “RMR Study for Mohave County” presentation

Bobby provided an overview of the assumptions included and results of the latest Mohave County RMR study.  Based on the expected area transmission system, local generation, and assumed loads, the study determined that there was no RMR generation requirement in the Mohave County area.  Following Bobby’s presentation there was a discussion of the local generation which was included in the SIL calculation and expected generation that was not included in the MLSC determination.

Yuma County RMR  (Vincent Thor)
Vince initiated the discussion on how the Yuma County RMR study was performed.  This was augmented by Peter Krzykos who went through some PowerPoint slides from a presentation previously given at a WECC meeting.
Future CRT Coordination  (Ken Bagley)

The CRT Committee agreed that it would be the appropriate forum under which subsequent RMR studies could be performed for both Mohave and Yuma Counties.  It was proposed that technical groups be created, consisting of interested parties, for each of the respective study efforts.  These technical groups would provide periodic updates to the general CRT Committee and then present their results at the conclusion of the study efforts.  There was discussion on the loads and generation included in the previous studies and whether it would be appropriate to include the entire Yuma County in a single RMR study.
Action Items

1. Dana Cabbell is to provide information on how entities can join and participate in the PSPA activities.
2. Bobby Chavez is to provide information on the status of the proposed Kingman to Havasu 230 kV transmission line.
3. Ken Bagley is to present at the BTA workshop the results of the CRT Committee’s discussion on future Mohave and Yuma County RMR studies.

Update – (No. 2) The first 14 miles of the Kingman-Havasu line has been constructed (to Franconia).  The ACC granted an extension on the CEC for the remaining 28 miles.  The current planned in-service date is July, 2012.  (No. 3) Ken presented the CRT recommendations at the BTA workshop.  Both ACC Staff and the BTA consultant were amenable to the committee’s recommendations. 
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