Agenda


COLORADO COORDINATED PLANNING GROUP

THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2009

9:30-4:00
TRI-STATE OFFICES – WESTMINSTER, COLORADO

PICTURE ID REQUIRED FOR SECURITY

Phone Bridge (800) 441-2801 … Access Code 4984346
I. Introductions and meeting arrangements 
Chair/Host

Andy gave overview on the facilities and arrangements for the day.  Lunch will be on your own.
II. Approval of minutes from December 2008 – The minutes were posted and no comments were heard.


III. Chair Report
Tom Green

Tom updated some additions to the agenda – Inez will give an update on the Colorado PUC item
IV. Charter – SWAT is now on version 5 of their proposed Charter.  CCPG’s effort on laying out what we do as a group is lagging the SWAT effort.  TEPPC has drafted some criteria on what Sub-Regional Planning Groups (SPG) have to possess in order to qualify to be a TEPPC-recognized SPG.  One item is they need to have a Charter.  Mark – two aspects of the Joint Transmission Access Principles (JTAP) that CCPG has – the JTAP has some aspects of open access in trying at the time to mitigate market power and allow access to all to the transmission system in Colorado.  CCPG needs to incorporate aspects of the JTAP and perhaps be signatories to the new CCPG Charter; or merely maintain the existing JTAP.  There is a CAMU meeting on May 15 that Mark will present what the CCPG is up to and get their input.
V. Regional / Subregional Reports

1. TEPPC
 Tom Green

The CCPG Charter is broken into several sections – aligns with 890 Principles.  One other thing it tries to define what a Member is and what the organization will look like and have a voting structure of some sort.  It lays out what the decision-making process is and coordination effort we have with WestConnect.  SWAT is in the final draft stages of their Charter development.  The CCPG Charter is using the SWAT as its template.
The TEPPC has posted the 2009 Synchronized Study Program – there have been numerous study requests and TEPPC is trying to cluster some of those – near (2012); medium (2019); and long-term (2029) scenarios.  The 2029 scenario will try to define what an ultimate “overlay” transmission system would look like.  The April 28th conference call will approve this study Program – next meeting is June 11 in SFO.
2. PCC
Tom Green

Will review the UFLS program.  MVWG is continuing to develop wind generator models and load modeling.  The SRWG is reviewing the data preparation procedure manual for base case model development.  They are also continuing to look at an electronic database for developing the base cases – they have developed an RFI that will be released this summer.
3. OTCPC
Jared Griffiths

4. WestConnect
Bob Easton

5. American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
Bob Easton

VI. FERC/NERC Report – No updates
1. 890 Issues

2. NERC Issues

VII. Colorado Public Utilities Commission 
CPUC

End of April is the deadline to submit 3206 filings – planned transmission projects that will begin construction in the next year.  Inez put together a 2041 year base case that will be supplied under the 723-3-3206 information docket filing.  This will be used for conceptual planning perspectives.  The workshops that are being sponsored by the PUC – next one is May 18, 2009 – purpose is to address the transmission issues surrounding planning.  Big issue is how to speed up the CPCN filing process.  This started last year as an emergency rule-making due to some transmission projects that were submitted and the Commissioners wanted an improved process for CPCN filing.  The decision was made to slow down and go through a thorough process.  The expectations for coordinated planning efforts and involvement of PUC staff is one issue that the Commissioners want to hear about in the May 18 workshop.  Should the staff come with strictly the Commissioners perspectives, or their own individual thoughts; or a combination thereof?  Look on the Commission website at 08i-227e for comments that were submitted on the April 20, 2009 deadline.  Inez takes back the information that is provided at the CCPG meetings to the Commissioners – Mark asked are there things they would like to get that they are not getting?  Inez thinks we are doing a good job of keeping all involved informed.  Could Inez lead the effort in the long-range (2041 base case) plan?  Tom should take this to the upcoming workshop.  
VIII. REDI
Morey Wolfson

Governor’s Energy Office – Utility Program manager is now Matt Futch.  Morey is now the Transmission Program Manager.  Will hire a full-time PUC Senior Associate (intervenor).  $140 million is coming from the Recovery Act.  $300k will go toward the Renewable Energy Development Infrastructure program.  Colorado Clean Energy Development Authority (CEDA) is not get its bonding authority remedied – PSCO insisted on a right-of-first-refusal – anti-competitive – and was withdrawn.  CEDA is in hibernation for at leas the next year.  HB 1345 – report on Transmission Planning will be due to Colorado Congress on July 1, 2010.  There are a lot of renewables in Colorado – SB 91 report.  The REDI effort will document the existing infrastructure in the State – transmission and generation; determine opportunities to expedite cost-effective generation and transmission within the State.  Streamlining processes.  What is needed to meet the WGA goal to reduce carbon by 20% by 2020.  Saeed will use MarkAl to model all generation within the State; eGRID to determine the baseline carbon emissions (2005-level); quantify carbon reductions due to DSM; determine what additional DSM or renewables are needed to meet the 20% reduction and then what transmission makes sense to connect this to load.  Final draft report is due end of June – Final report at end of July.  Inez asked whether the study will look at affects on the BAs as to the amount of regulation required by the vast number of wind plants.  They are thinking approx. 30%.  Comment mapping the gas pipelines also on the maps that come out of the study so developers can see prime locations.  Also – comment on the recent update on the west-wide wind and solar integration study update from Mike Milligan – up to approx. 20% things look interesting – seems doable; once going above 20% toward 30% - things get “very interesting”.  So keep in mind the work NREL is doing here.  Wind and solar has no emissions – what is the level of MW expected in order to meet the WGA reduction.  44 million metric tons is the 2005 baseline for carbon – needs to reduce by the 20%.  Trying to run the model to meet load growth by 2020 by adding only renewables – doesn’t reduce existing fossil fuel plants until a carbon tax is introduced.  Utilities within the State will provide responses.  If develop the proposed RTD rail lines to Wheatridge and DIA – could result in between 50 – 100GWh of energy usage.
IX. 2009 Study Plan
All

1. Lamar – Front Range

Do as part of SB-100 study effort.
2. Western Slope

T. State needs to work out several issues with Western and then bring to the full CCPG at the August meeting.
3. Long Range, NERC Compliance, etc.

TPs will get on a separate call to discuss perhaps doing 4 base cases for TPL Standard compliance.  
Inez’s idea of why shouldn’t TPs do studies looking beyond 10 years.  TPs need to meet TPL standards and don’t have staff to look beyond.  Inez’s report will be posted by Monday – conceptual approach – need to verify with additional powerflow.  Inez developed a 2041 base case – there are numerous 230-kV overloads and severe voltage problems.  Tom asked whether the PUC staff could lead this effort?  Morey’s presentation regarding a carbon metric basis is something planners need to be looking at for future.  Consider a CCPG group review the study results that will come out of the REDI report soon.
X. Subcommittee Reports

1. SB-100 Studies
Tom Green

Requires designation of Energy Resource Zones (ERZs) and transmission needed to move this energy to load and filing the requisite CPCNs.  Pawnee – Smoky was filed and is first agreed-to CPCN through the SB-100 process.  Second go-round established a fifth Resource Zone within the State (Pueblo area solar and wind).  PSCo will move forward with the Midway – Waterton 345-kV line and the Pawnee – Smoky 345-kV line.  The overall plan is displayed on the map as part of PSCo’s informational filing, which includes prioritizing CPCN filing.  San Luis – Calumet double circuit 230-kV line and Calumet – Comanche 345-kV line is priority High-One (of three).  Ault – Cherokee has moved to Medium-2 – fifth on the list.  Craig asked how PSCo was coming along with filing CPCNs to all the resource zones that were supposedly agreed to as part of the Comanche – Daniels CPCN.  Several questions ensued on how the process allows getting something built and is the expectation that all CPCN-filings that are accepted are built – they can get delayed for other reasons such as for siting issues.  Take credit for 16 MW due to loss savings at 16% capacity factor and could justify additional transmission?  Overbuilding transmission?  Inez hasn’t seen this ever.
Black Hills – Eric Egge – gave an overview of their Black Hills Colorado SB-100 Stakeholder meeting held yesterday.  They have 115 and 69-kV system in the Pueblo area – 378 MW projected peak for 2009.  Their benchmark case will be 2015 HS; and 2027 HS.  Their incremental load from 2009 to 2027 = 170 MW.  Pueblo Army/Chemical Depot Project proposal for 200 MW solar. Responses to their RFP are due June 9, 2009.  They are looking at resources being injected at their points of interconnection and the 200 MW solar.  Schedule is to perform pflows in June/July and develop CPCN’s by October.  HC is developing a website for all these filings.  
2. Long Range Studies
Andy Leoni

3. Foothills Planning Group
John Collins

There are Foothills Planning Group studies on-going – one is Promontory.  They are doing a construction sequence study for this winter since the Foothills area will be sectionalized in numerous locations this summer and winter.
4. Compliance and Voltage Stability Study
Shawn Carlson

If you can substantiate that your system hasn’t changed in the past year – you can probably state this and not have to do all the required TPL studies.  The idea is to have Basin do a five and ten year case – the recent PRPA auditors required them to have off-peak studies pflow and stability in order to meet the TPL requirements.  They were looking for on and off-peak in the near and far-term base cases (so 4 base cases).  
5. Voltage Coordination Guidelines
John Collins

John Collins has the lead to update these (last revised in 2006).  These are target-range voltage levels for the dispatchers to operate to.  These guidelines are used in meeting several NERC Standards.  There is a requirement to maintain (or at least review) these guidelines annually.
6. Base Case Development
Thien Nguyen

Thien updated the status of the annual base case preparation.  Held an area coordinator meeting on March 9, 2009.  PSCo will continue to the area coordinator – Area 73 will have an additional week to get comments prior to sending data to PSCo.  WAUW data will no longer be sent to PSCo.  Sirisha Tanneevu is the new PSCo person helping to develop base cases.  T. State and PSCo need to discuss what the topology should be in the Lamar/Burlington area for the 2018 HW base case – has 3-345-kV lines with 500-kV impedance modeled. 
XI. Resource Plans
All

XII. Status of Regional Projects

1. Archer Interconnection (Tot 3) Project
Tri-State

Easton covered – new substation named Arrow will sectionalize the LRS – Story 345-kV line at Archer – install 2 – 345/230-kV 500 MVA transformers and re-build the 115-kV lines between Archer and Cheyenne – do not know the exact configuration at this point.  There are two contracts required – between T. State and MBPP; and one between T. State and Western.
2. Wyoming-Colorado Intertie
Jerry Vaninetti
Partnership with WIA, WAPA and TransElect – 180 mile Project from LRS - Pawnee across TOT3 adding 850 MW.  Wind would be injected in northern terminus.  AES sold its interest in WIA to LS Power today.  WCI was included as Scenario B in the recent CLRTPG study.  585 MW was sold in the recent open-season.  265 MW to be sold.  $4.25/kW-month (market-based rate) is the proposed rate in 2013 dollars.  Filed their OATT on March 11, 2009.  Shippers have provided bids to PSCO RFP on April 10, 2009.  Proposed expansion for WAPA role in operating, permitting and financial.  Adds geographic diversity; low-cost Wyoming wind; integrated line adds to reliability of the system; adds non-firm capacity across TOT3; is a component of the HPX.  
3. High Plains Express
Jerry Vaninetti
Stakeholder meeting was held last Friday – Jennifer Gray is the pet hamster…HPX is a master-plan for transmission expansion in the eastern side of the western interconnection.  HPX is contemplated as two – 500-kV lines emanating from central Wyoming – through eastern Colorado; NE to Southern NM; and onto south and south-central AZ.  Modeled between 3500-4000 MW of capacity at a cost of $5.13 billion.  PNM is contemplating a collector system in there State; SunZia is proposed between SE NM into AZ.  There looks to be economic advantage to all four States it crosses.  There are 11 entities that have signed the second stage MOU.  Co-managers are PSCo (Teresa Mogensen) and TransElect (Jerry Vaninetti).  There are four subcommittees – siting, communications, technical studies, commercial.  E3 will do the cost-benefit work and look at benefits to each of the four States.  Tom is working on RFP for the next round of transmission studies – will look at double-circuit 345-kV lines.  This second stage study effort is planned to be complete in early 2010.  May make more sense to have higher capacity in the southern end of the system.  Will look at moving one of the northern terminus to Aeolus.  SWAT recently completed a study on corridor/line separation – 77 pager.  Is there a role for stimulus dollars?  Jim Tarpey is leading the CREPC discussion on coordination.  Gateway studies are showing need gas-fired generation near wind resources for stability purposes (50??).  Steve Ellenbecker is now in charge of the WIA and is helping out with communications efforts.  Inez – you need to do a good job of defining how this Project improves reliability.  HPX has recently entered the Regional Planning Process.
XIII. Status on Planned/Proposed Projects

1. BEPC – 
Hughes Phase one will be done in June 2009; Phase Two in August; Dry Fork on-line in 2011.
2. BHP

Donkey Creek – Pumpkins Buttes line is in-service as of early March.  Continue with Wygen III development.
3. CSU

Chuck – Did an annual assessment study to meet NERC Standards.  CSU has developed an annual study process – they do TPL-A and B work in-house – contract our category C and D studies.  Focus on HS; but they got dinged by recent WECC response to a mitigation plan that they need to look at off-peak cases also.  They do a 20 year sensitivity case to check that what they are planning will be robust.  They do a model validation with neighboring utilities – thanks to all who’ve entertained Chuck’s phone calls over the past year or so.  Using PSLF at this time – evaluating PTI.  They budget based on expected load growth with options for higher loads.  Have an RFP for between 10 – 100 MW of wind.  Not sure what the next block may look like. 
4. PRPA

Nothing new.
5. PSCo

a. Pawnee – Smoky Hill 345 kV Project – in-service in 2013.
b. Comanche-Daniels Park 345 kV Project – construction should be done this year.
c. Midway – Waterton 345 kV Project – filed an extended application – in-service 2011.
d. Chambers 230/115 kV Intertie – substation completed this year. 
e. Sandown – Leetsdale – scheduled for completion in 2009.
6. Tri-State

a. San Luis Valley – Calumet – Comanche – PSCo - The need is for 20% of energy from renewables by 2020 – 4% of that 20% has to come from solar.  This is the “floor” level.  PSCo really only needs 100 MW of solar – they are looking at a system that cold support say 600 - 1000 MW in the Valley.
b. Nucla-Telluride – Sunshine 115kV Line – approx. 10 miles of the 50 miles will be underground – up to $2 million/mile for UG section – will allow up to 60 MW load service – in-service now in 2012. 
c. West Slope Load Growth

7. Western

a. Miracle Mile – Cheyenne – Ault Upgrade – 230-kV yards at MM, Snowy and Cheyenne to be completed by spring 2010.
b. Granby Area 138kV Loop of Windy Gap & Farr Pump – EIS ROD scheduled for this fall.
c. Beaver Creek –Erie – re-build this summer and winter.
d. Capital Investment Plan – Central Wyoming Project – moved toward Wyoming versus eastern CO line from B. Creek – Ault.
e. Hayden Transformer Replacement – will buy a 250 MVA
XIV. Stakeholder Discussion

XV. Action Items – Tom covered.
XVI. Next Meeting – August Joint meeting August 18 = SWAT; 19th = Joint; 20th = CCPG.
XVII. Adjourn
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