DRAFT Meeting Notes


COLORADO COORDINATED PLANNING GROUP

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2008

1:00-5:00

TRI-STATE OFFICES – WESTMINSTER, COLORADO

PICTURE ID REQUIRED FOR SECURITY

Phone Bridge (800) 444-2801 … Access Code 4984346
I. Introductions and meeting arrangements 
Chair/Host

Tom Green allowed people to provide introduction in attendance and on the phone line, as well as a brief introduction to the facilities.  Attendee List
II. Approval of minutes from March 25, 2008 
Jerry Smith

Meeting minutes were approved with the suggested changes to CEDA presentation and SB 100 sections.

III. Chair Report
Tom Green

1. WestConnect – A brief discussion of converting CCPG materials to WestConnect website and action item to discuss the topic will ensue. 

2. CCPG charter – CCPG would like to have a subregional planning group charter similar to the one  SWAT is developing.  Currently TEPPC is working on a definition of STP; CCPG would like to keep an informal charter that meets the standards.
IV. Subcommittee Reports

1. SB-100 Studies
Tom Green

The kickoff meeting was held March 4, 2008.  The study group has been meeting on a weekly basis including meeting with CLRTP group.  Providing updates at this and the next stakeholder meeting on September 26, 2008, Friday at PSCo offices.  Group is working with the CoPUC on how to file CPCNs by March 2009, and looking for stakeholder feedback and input regarding the energy resource zones.  Energy Resource Zones - are defined as areas with potential for development in constrained transmission.  
The study group used a WECC HS 2013 base case (modified to 2015 timeframe L&R conditions) to perform study work.  The group has made one major change since the last update; added a fifth zone in the Walsenburg –Boone area.  Study processes involved starting the injection at 500 MW and increasing incrementally to identify injection limit.  SB100 materials posted to the Xcel Energy website (http://www.rmao.com/wtpp/SB100.html).   
The overall energy resource plan zones are shown on slide 17 of the presentation.  Black Hills recently submitted a generation plan that could affect the Comanche injection point.  This generation has not been modeled in the case and has not been determined how or if the case will reflect these changes.

2. Long Range Studies
Andy Leoni
Study performed on four different study scenarios; results on A and B available for this update.  Work group is requesting stakeholder on scenario C.  Study work still being conducted on scenario D; results not available at meeting.  Began meeting in September 2007, every week.  Various discussions on multiple study scenarios at stakeholder meetings; reduced to the four study scenarios.  Work group has met weekly as transmission planners to discuss technical issues and resolutions.  Scenarios C studied as a high wind scenario.  Scenario D being studies as a high solar scenario.

Based upon the request for stakeholder input, there was a discussion as to Scenario C.  The question was presented to the audience whether to do a scaled scenario generation scenario or do an export scenario.  It is believe that both studies options could provide useful information.  The group decided to study the scenario with 2917 MW absorbed by Colorado with the remainder being exported out of state on the HPX planned transmission.   Email confirmation will be sent.  

A comment was made on the importance of focusing on exporting the renewable energy resources from the state of Colorado – specifically identifying the Four Corner area as an option.  The comment was made that the high solar scenario might be a scenario to study an export thru Four Corner.  The point was made that Four Corner is a constrained area and that HPX might be a more viable option, but should be studied to Four Corners with the hope that a transmission project could be developed.    
The comment was made complimenting the study work and recommending that study work reference the work the SWAT RTTF is doing involving conceptual transmission plans and encouraged the submittal of the report to WestConnect to allowing sharing with stakeholders outside of the Colorado; specifically Northern Tier subregional planning group.

A brief discussion ensued regarding queue reform with Colorado and creating a sub-group for ideas.  No decision or action items were made with regard to this issue at this meeting.
3. Foothills Planning Group
John Collins

The group is doing the TOT7 Operating Studies currently at 1,400 MW now, about 2,100 by 2012.  Performing a joint coordinated study work for multiple injection points; have narrowed down some of the potential transmission plans.
4. Compliance and Voltage Stability Study
Shawn Carlson
The group has been meeting regularly, with a stakeholder meeting on August 21, 2008.  The group is studying the 2013 and 2018 timeframes.  The group is looking for feedback on transmission work that has been completed to date.
5. Base Case Development
Thien Nguyen

Thien gave a brief update on the recently approved cases and cases sent out for review.  Thien also discussed current cases WECC is compiling.

6. Other / Proposed 


A. Western Slope future activity for a CCPG study group – A new workgroup is proposed to study the Western Slope of Colorado.   Kick off meeting before the next CCPG meeting and have preliminary results by next meeting.  Mark Graham will take the lead on this study group.
Colorado Resource Plan
Joe Taylor

Update to the report gave in March 2008.  Focus on reducing carbon footprint.  PSCo’s preferred plan (post hearings) included 650 MW solar and 1800 MW of Wind by 2020.  By 2015 Coal will be a large portion of the resource mix, as well as gas; wind will provide approximately 15% of the resource mix.  Recently, the commission deliberated on the case – the decision is expected September 18th.  Fort St. Vrain CPCN approved for 2 CTs for 260 MW by Summer 2009 approved. 
Notice of Investigation of Electric Transmission Issues is an investigation to specifically identification of issues and level of CPUC involvement.

V. OTCPC
Jared Griffiths

Three TOTs were studied as defined in the presentation – TOT1A, TOT2A and TOT3.  The locations of the study areas are shown on slide 2 of presentation.  The TOT information is available on the OASIS website.  The question was asked if TOT3 considered wind generation, the answer was no wind generation was evaluated for TOT3.
VI. Status of Planned/Proposed Projects

1. SW CO
Mark Graham

La Plata San Juan Major Study with the favorite alternative selected as San Juan – La Plata area to serve approximately 120 MW and expected to grow to 200 MW in next ten year.
Workgroup is working with Western to for a possible interconnection at Shiprock due to recent transformer outage at Shiprock (increase size of transformer).
VII. Status on Committed Projects or Recently In-Service

1. Pawnee – Smoky Hill
Tom Green

Pawnee-Smoky Hill CPCN hearing last January, a few issued to be resolved – increase conductor size, cost of conductor, noise.  The rehearing has been approved and begin shortly.  

2.  Comanche-Daniels Park 230/345kV Rebuild
Tom Green 

All of the right-of-way has been acquired.  Construction expected to start very soon.  In-service expected for March 2009.

3. Miracle Mile – Cheyenne – Ault Upgrade
Bob Easton

This project is rebuilding 115 kV lines.  Participants executed a joint participation agreement for a portion of the project.  As of July 16, 2008 – new Accepted Rating for TOT3 was approved by WECC – 1680 MW.

4. Granby Area 138kV Loop of Windy Gap & Farr Pump 
Bob Easton

Moved from an Environmental Assessment (EA) to a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) environmental process.  Hope to post the draft EIS this fall with final being completed next summer.
5. Beaver Creek –Erie
Bob Easton

This project is re-building existing 115 kV transmission ROW to double-circuit 230-kV – planned completion is early 2010; construction contract to be awarded soon.  
6. Nucla-Telluride 115kV Line
David Gustad
This is a continuing project; currently working to finalize scope and working with land owners in the area.  Project managers are hoping to have more clear idea of possible construction starting dates later this year.  The current plan is still to bury portions of the line.

7. PRPA 230kV Projects
John Collins

Projects have been delayed for up to three years.  Construction will begin on projects shortly.  Two projects will have to be bored 50 feet deep to avoid water.  One of these projects is in Ft. Collins and the other is Longmont.    
8. Dry Fork Generation
Shawn Carlson
This project is located in the vicinity of Gillette, WY.  The concrete is currently being poured.  Commercial online date is 2011 with a net output of 390 MW.

9. Wygen 3 (BHP)
Eric Egge

Project is under construction with an in-service date of 2010 at a maximum output of 100 MW.

VIII. Additional Items

Lamar Coal Plant update – The project will energize in approximately 2 months.
Mark Graham – base case coordination process – 31 page document – out to SRWG for review to send to TSS.  Prepare guidelines for evaluation of base case coordination process.  Considering using a tool to use a database based development tool, similar to the PTI MOD tool.  Made request for information to GE, Siemens and others.    

IX. Next Meeting

December 16th 9:30 am at Tri-State Office in Westminster, Colorado.
X. Adjourn
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