
COLORADO COORDINATED PLANNING GROUP

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2008

9:30-4:00
TRI-STATE OFFICES – WESTMINSTER, COLORADO

PICTURE ID REQUIRED FOR SECURITY

Phone Bridge (800) 444-2801 … Access Code 4984346
I. Introductions and meeting arrangements 

Chair/Host

Logistics – there was a typo on the call-in number – went around the room introductions.   Morey Wolfson will give an update on CEDA.  Tri-State will give an update on Tri-State queue reform.  Easton will talk a little bit about the NERC Functional Model.  Tom will talk about the discussions the CCPG TPs have had over the last several weeks.
II. Approval of minutes from August 2008 – Jared went through the meeting notes – no comments.


III. Chair Report
Tom Green

1. Charter - Tom has taken the proposed SWAT Charter and changed to “CCPG” throughout for starters.  This had been posted.  Mark Graham presented the history of CCPG.  In 1991, Tri-State and CAMU worked through an MOU which resulted in the Joint Transmission Access Principles and the Transmission Service Policy Statement.  These documents were codified with the Colorado PUC.  The first CCPG meeting was held on November 11, 1992.  The signatories were to share plans, study expenses and provide cost-base transmission access.  Most of these items are now covered in peoples’ OATTs.  The JTAP was signed on December 16, 1991.  The new Charter needs to be harmonized with these old JTAP.  There should be a subgroup set up to work through this issue.  Question raised whether or not the JTAP needs to be updated and re-filed at the PUC.  At least need to sit down and compare the proposed Charter and the JTAP – also need to compare to the requirements of the FERC 890 filings.  CAMU is still around and needs to be at the table.  See www.Coloradopublicpower.org.  Tom suggested whether or not the Charter needs to be signed.  The Purpose was pulled directly from the JTAP.  The last Principle is “Shared Workload” – it was offered how to make the words reflect “more responsibility”.  The Charter is drafted with a Transmission Provider (TP) group and an Advisory Group (AG) – PUC would be on the AG.  Perhaps think about a Regulatory Group (RG).  We’ve tried to keep this somewhat informal as CCPG has always worked well in the past, but also better define the expectations.  The SWAT subcommittees get together once per year – the subcommittee chairs are the Steering Committee. The Oversite Committee is the entire SWAT.  The goal is to have consensus.  If there is a vote required – there is a voting process.  Each subcommittee will have a similar concept.  The TP group will meet in mid-January to revise the proposed Charter – comments will be done by February 1; send to all CCPG participants and request comments; TP meeting to address comments; send out revised draft by March 1; present for approval at the April CCPG meeting.  Question on whether folks think the Charter needs to be “signed”.  Not sure whether the SWAT intends to sign theirs.
IV. Regional / Subregional Reports

1. TEPPC
 Tom Green

a. Requirements for Subregional Planning Group – Gary DeShazo put this together.  Tom put together a self-certification chart.  Question on what is meant by “fully participating” in the TEPPC planning activities.  We have not been noticing the CCPG meetings on the WECC calendar.  We have been updating on the WestConnect calendar.  The WestConnect and TEPPC calendars can be linked because they are both using Google.  WECC is going through a calendar update/review after the first of the year.  TEPPC will request a presentation at the next TEPPC meeting suggesting how they meet the Sub-Regional Planning Group Representation requirements.
2. PCC
Tom Green

There has been discussion on the Regional planning and three-phase rating process.  In the past, PCC has the role of monitoring the Regional Planning Process.  Does this need to reside with TEPPC somehow?  Need to define how the entity going through the process can use the Sub-Regional planning group(s) to get through the Regional Planning Process.  Miracle Mile – Ault got Phase Three rating approved in July 2008.  Sponsorship of the Archer loop in Project changed to Tri-State from Basin.  Tri-State cleared 5 of the 8 SRWG log items for the region.  The base case Area Coordinator held a meeting last week to begin discussing efficiency improvements.
3. OTCPC
Jared Griffiths

Jared updated that the TOT participants made a formal document of the Rocky Mountain Operational Study Group (RMOSG).  TOTs are synonymous with the NERC System Operating Limit (SOL) moniker.  There are four sub-regional planning groups within the OTCPC – RMOSG, Desert Southwest, California, and Pacific NW.  Each region has a Study lead that completes the seasonal OTC studies which are then approved by the OTCPC.  Jared went over the winter OTC ratings in the RMOSG.  TOT1A is reduced by 35 MW until Western can get transformers replaced at Hayden.  For summer 2009, TOT2 will be studied from S-N under an open-loop scenario.  The upcoming schedule is a call on Jan. 14th; Jared will send out the summer study plans for consensus prior to the Jan 14th call;  April 16th meeting to approve the summer ratings.  It was proposed that the summer approval meeting for RMOSG be on either April 1 or 6th.  Will need to re-do prior outages on TOT3 for winter 09-10 due to the Cheyenne – Ault line upgrade going in-service.
4. WestConnect
Bob Easton

a. Workshop – excellent meeting on November 14 in Phoenix.  Had broad representation.  The sub-regional planning groups gave updates.  This information is used to begin writing the annual report.  The Transmission Planning Management Database was implemented on the WestConnect website.  The 2008 Transmission Plan (fairly good shape) and the Planning Report (needs commenting) are posted for review.  There is a comment form on the website to use.  The Adequacy Study will be posted this week.  The Annual Planning Meeting will be held at Nevada Power’s office in Las Vegas on January 14, 2009 to present and approve these reports.  There are maps products that will be updated and posted by the end of the day today.  There is a short-turn-around request for comments (December 24th), so please take a look and respond.
b. Annual Assessment – Done for the first time this year.
c. PMC – Easton gave update on PMC activities – call tomorrow.  One item is there duplication of efforts with the study work that Basin does for CCPG and what KR Saline is doing for SWAT.  Is there an ability to fold in the CCPG study report into the WestConnect documentation.  Is there a possibility to pass on specific planning requests onto Saline?  To the degree Jerry can help process and steer study requests – they are willing to try and help out with any requests.  It will boil down to what can be done with the funds available.  Saline is   

SPP and MISO are giving lists to the new Administration of Projects that need to move forward.  Lynn Green asked if WestConnect doing likewise – Jerry says “yes”.  TEPPC is also answering questions regarding DC and 765-kV transmission.  There will be a joint meeting of TEPPC and the Sub-Regional Planning Groups to discuss these issues. 
d. Website – Transmission Planning Management database had a few glitches, but has been fixed and has worked well.  It will allow continuous updates from TPs and develop special reports.  Peoples’ plans change often, need to send an annual reminder for folks to go in and update.  The updates will be frozen at a particular time.  Multiple-sponsor Projects need to decide which entity will update.  Some glitches with the mileages; conceptual vs. planned definition were encountered.  Once folks got used to what was required – it went fairly well.  It was populated with last years’ data, so it was easy to update.  CCPG website will migrate to WestConnect.  
V. FERC/NERC Report

1. 890 Issues – Most of the WestConnect entities are posting their 890-meeting schedules on the WestConnect website.  PSCo filed a new attachment K which is now attachment R.  BHP revised their attachment K on October 31, 2008.
2. NERC Issues – Easton brought that the NERC Functional Model V3 is now in-place and to have folks look into the definition of the Planning Coordinator (initially known as the Planning Authority) and how this specific registration may affect you.  For instance – PC is responsible for having a long-term plan for adequate resources and transmission is in-place.  From Western’s perspective – they don’t have resource adequacy responsibility.  So need to think about this registration. 
VI. Colorado Public Utilities Commission 
CPUC

Inez Dominguez update – The Pawnee – Smoky Hill Order is being reviewed by the Commissioners.  They will have a decision by the end of the year.  On December 18 – at 1330 – there will be a Commissioners information forum.  PSCo will present their SB100 report.  The expectation is that after PSCo presents, written comments will be sent by January 8, 2009 and there will be another forum on January 12th to discuss the written comments.  November 2006 report on Reliable Infrastructure – will hold a workshop on January 28, 2008 as a follow-up to the recommendations in the 2006 report.  Please send written comments by January 21st.  The Commission will request in the March-April timeframe for CCPG to give an informational presentation on what CCPG does.  This effort is to address the finding that the Commission needs to be more involved in the planning processes.  Current plans are to have Inez involved at the state level and Jeff Hein to work at the WECC level.
VII. Subcommittee Reports

1. SB-100 Studies
Tom Green

Came out of a Blue Ribbon Panel recommendation to incent new transmission.  PSCo identified Energy Resource Zones (ERZ) and now have studied required transmission to get to these ERZs.  PSCo issued their final report to the Commission on November 24 and the December 18th meeting is to seek additional guidance from the Commission on what to move forward.  They have identified up to 12 Projects.  Ault – Cherokee; Pawnee – Missile Site – DP; Vilas – Lamar – Comanche – Calumet – San Luis Valley; Lamar – Missile Site have been identified as prospective Projects.  Generation injection amounts; high-level costs; and high-level prioritization process is included – San Luis – Calumet – Comanche; Missile Site and Lamar – Comanche are all have “high” prioritization.  Approx. costs $565 million.  
2. Long Range Studies
Andy Leoni

2018 overview on four scenarios (A, B, C and D).  Studies started late last year and had planned on completion in summer.  Scenario A is stressed S-N; B is stressed N-S; C is 2.75% of wind GDAs; D is 2GW of solar injection.  Scenario A - require Comanche – Lamar; Lamar – Burlington – B. Sandy – Missile Site either 345- or 500-kV; and a Burlington – Wray 230-kV.  Same as A; plus added WCI and need 2nd  Pawnee – Smoky – DP.  Started showing need for the central-CO connection at Deer Trail (Missile Site/Corner Point).  C – had about 2950 MW injection – need A plus B transmission only – underlying system issues are not part of the study.  D – Need San Luis – Calumet double Ckt 230-kV; Calumet – Walsenburg 230-kV; Calumet – Comanche 345-kV.  Approx. cost - $565 million.  The report will be posted and comments are due to Andy by December 29th. 
Tri-State is re-doing its LGIP – they are a 2000 MW load utility and have over 15,000 MW of requests in their queue.  They are developing interim procedures – comments due by December 15.  They will hold a stakeholder meeting in early 2009 to begin developing revised procedures.
3. Governor’s Energy Office - 
Morey Wolfson/Matthew Brown
Renewable Energy Development Infrastructure (REDI) Project – have distributed 3000 copies of the SB07-091 Renewable resources to market Study report.  Identified the Generation Development Areas (GDAs) within the State and laid the groundwork for the SB100 requirement to develop transmission required to move the energy from the GDAs to loads within Colorado.  The REDI Project is looking at increasing the amount of renewable energy by 1000 MW – received a $400k grant from Federal Gov.  Mike Roluti (retired from Reclamation) is working with Saeed Barhaghi on the generation and transmission subgroup.  They also have economics, markets, land-use, siting, and overall Project Manager is Matthew Brown.  The Advisory Board has a broad-representation.  They will look at research already done; WGA’s transmission permitting protocol; SB091; SB100; Interwest Energy Alliance work.  The baseline assessment will summarize financial, regulatory issues to integrating renewables into Colorado’s grid.  They will look into Federal and CEDA roles in implementing new renewables.  There are a whole series of reports they will use.  The intended audience is PUC, general assembly; CEDA; WGA; DOE…intend to have completed by mid-2009.  Bob Wilson asked what could you build in the next two years to help stimulate the economy.  Morey mentioned teeing up incremental funding – also that some dollars and direction could be given to Western Area Power Administration to help construct transmission.   
4. Foothills Planning Group
John Collins
TOT7 operating path studies have been complete – thermal, dynamic and voltage stability studies are complete which completes the FAC-014 study requirements.  Western has been leading the joint-Foothills study.  The main focus is along Highway 34 between Loveland and Greeley.  Joe Liberatore has sent out an initial draft of the report and will finalize soon.  The report should be finalized in January.
5. Compliance and Voltage Stability Study
Shawn Carlson

The study report is finalized and is posted on the CCPG site on the WestConnect website.  Gary Romero is comparing these results with the KR Saline adequacy study results.  CCPG and Saline will need to discuss any differences prior to posting.
6. Base Case Development
Thien Nguyen

Thien went over the cases and the progress to-date.  Area 70/73 met last week (PSCo, WAPA, Tri-State) to discuss base case compilation.  Results are to submit data to PSCo in PSLF format, if possible; set up sub-regional meetings in response to regionally-significant (5 yr and 10 yr) or scenario case development; take WAUW out of PSCo coordinator – have NWE (Montana Power) do it.  Suggestions included – continue with PSCo as the Area Coordinator and streamline the process; pay WECC to be our Area Coordinator – Tom Green is looking into the latter.  The group is leaning toward keeping PSCo as the Area Coordinator and improving the process.
VIII. Resource Plans
All

PSCo has the new RFP out – informational filing at PUC Thursday.  MEAN has a 30 MW RFP out – bids due February 6th.



IX. Status of Planned/Proposed Projects

1. Archer Interconnection (Tot 3) Project
Tri-State
Tri-State requested load-serving interconnection and will begin studies to have Phase Two-acceptable studies complete by March.
2. Wyoming-Colorado Intertie
TransElect

Loyd Drain – concluded open season with 585 MW of 850 MW tendered.  Posted remaining 265 MW in November.  Kick-off meeting for Phase Two studies in November – was well-attended.
3. High Plains Express
Tom Green

Stage Two MOU finalized, but not all signatories have signed.  Will do additional reliability studies and commercial and siting studies.
X. Status on Committed Projects

1. BEPC – Hughes transmission will be complete in 3rd quarter 2010, Dry Fork being constructed and will be on-line in 2010.
2. BHP – Donkey Creek - Hartzog transmission will be complete in January 2009, WYGen III continues – 90 MW coal plant – completion is early 2010.
3. CSU – No report.
4. PRPA – the financial markets have delayed their 2-230-kV Projects by 9 months – Fordham-Ft,St. Vrain - Jan 2011 and Dixon – Horseshoe - July 2011.  LaPorte 230-kV expansion is Jan 2012 now.
5. PSCo

a. Pawnee – Smoky Hill 345 kV Project – At PUC for CPCN - 2013
b. Comanche-Daniels Park 345 kV Project – complete in 2009
c. Midway – Waterton 345 kV Project – complete in 2012
d. Chambers 230/115 kV Intertie – connect outer 230-kV belt with load-serving 115-kV system.  Now looks like 2010.
e. Sandown – Leetsdale 115-kV line– complete in 2009.
6. Tri-State

a. Nucla-Telluride 115kV Line – working on contractual language to assign undergrounding costs – 10 miles of 115-kV - $8 million to underground.
7. Western

a. Miracle Mile – Cheyenne – Ault Upgrade – Phase Three rating approved in July 2008 ( +75 MW).  Joint Project with Tri-State.  In-service early 2010.
b. Granby Area 138kV Loop of Windy Gap & Farr Pump – EIS scheduled for completion in spring 2010.  2012 in-service. 

c. Animas-LaPlata (WAPA) – complete – remove.
d. Beaver Creek –Erie – 2009 completion – re-building 115-kV ROW to double circuit steel construction.  Joint participation between Western and Tri-State.
e. Capital Investment Plan – Central Wyoming re-build Projects; Yellowtail – Lovell rebuild. 
XI. Stakeholder Discussion – Is the EPTP dead-in-the-water?  Western is no longer involved.  PSCo and Tri-State are continuing on a joint Project in the Lamar-Boone-Comanche area.  Is the Lamar-Vilas spur line part of SB100 projects? Yes.  40-57% wind capacity factor on a GE 1.5 turbine in the Springfield area for 2008.  
XII. Action Items – Morey – for future meetings – have a map of the transmission system in Colorado and have folks use a laser pointer to point out where they are at.
Tom to set up meeting to discuss the Charter.

XIII. Next Meeting – April 23, 2009
XIV. Adjourn
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