CCPG Committee 8/22/07 Meeting Notes


COLORADO COORDINATED PLANNING GROUP

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 1:00-5:00
TRI-STATE OFFICES – WESTMINSTER, COLORADO

REVISION 2
(Please note a hyperlink has been provided for presentations utilized for agenda items)
1. Introductions and meeting arrangements



              Chair/Host
The meeting was called to order by chairman, Chuck Sisk. An orientation to the meeting facilities was given and the order of business for the day was introduced. No changes were made to the proposed agenda. Those in attendance were asked to introduce themselves and record their attendance by filling out the sign in sheet. Attendance was taken and is available upon request. 
2. Approval of minutes from April 25, 2007 



             Tom Green 
Tom present the minutes of the April 25, 2007 meeting. There were no comments or changes suggested to the minutes. The minutes were M/S/P with no objections or abstentions. 
Notes for this meeting were taken by WestConnect staff.
3. Colorado Public Utilities Commission

CO PUC Rep.-  Inez Dominguez
Inez Dominguez reported that House Bill 1281 on renewables is undergoing public comment – everyone is involved. The Commission is going all over the state in town meetings. Larry Shiao indicated he had participated and some were well attended. Warren Wendling indicated that House Bill 1281 should include pure thermal distributed generation on customer’s site as renewables. The PUC needs to come up with policy recommendations for new legislation on other forms of renewable projects. Inez questioned how these projects are being coordinated. He advised they should have a buyer for the energy first. Brian Moeck provided additional input on the meetings. Maybe four citizens along with members of the PUC were at the one held in Windsor, CO there. The PUC talked about their role. Mr. Binz passed out a survey to be filled out.  Consideration of new Nuclear projects as a renewable was discussed. There is a lot of interest (climate action panel, transmission, and commercial).  Renewable people need to work with this group - CCPG. 
An affirmative jurisdictional determination has been made regarding TriState’s – Eastern Plains Transmission Project. The CPCN application for the project was denied in Kansas.  TriState was requested to include Inez as the group considers their response.  

4. Colorado Energy Forum





           Bruce Smith

No report was given but Bruce Smith was thanked for his help with information provided for 8th graders. 
5. CCPG Action Items for FERC 890 Compliance


 Group Discussion
T. Green proposed that CCPG develop a formal charter. It is desired that that charter would be developed in coordinated with the one being prepared by the SWAT subcommittee effort being lead Rob Kondziolka.  The following individuals volunteered to participate: Chuck Sisk, Tom Green, John Collins, Bob Easton, and Mark Graham.  Inez Dominguez indicated that the CCPG is an important study group to the CO PUC.  He requested that the PUC be informed and consulted as charter or planning guidelines revisions are proposed or considered by the CCPG. 

A consensus was reached that a Planning calendar is needed for CCPG. It was recommended that a calendar be assembled with more than one year’s planning activity.  It was agreed that the calendar be available by the Planning workshop (November 8). A study plan should be prepared and the formalization of base cases should commence in February or March. These tasks need to be completed by the annual WestConnect Planning meeting in January or February.
Tom Green suggested it was time to invigorate a long range study group and appoint a chairman. Chuck Sisk agreed to set up a conference call on how to get started. This is a different study than the one performed by the TPL 003-004 compliance study group. One report is needed with various contributions. NERC is specific on 100 kV and above. It was questioned whether this needs to be an annual process. Mark Graham indicated that Tri-State desires to be involved with this study and the planning calendar development.
6. Senate Bill 100 Activities





        Gerry Stellern
Omar Martino provided the update. Senate Bill 100 requires that every two years PSCo identify “Energy Resource Zones”, and develop transmission plans for those zones.  The information will be filed with the Colorado Public Utility Commission along with application(s) for Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN’s) for transmission projects.  

There have been several stake holder meetings over the past year. Three meetings were held with all interested parties and two meetings were held with transmission owners. A great deal of feedback was received and incorporated it into presentations. Colorado has been divided into 4 energy zones. One more meeting is planned before filing of a CPCN. PSCo has developed a plan for transmission to deliver energy from these zones to the Denver area and preparing the required filing. Information regarding this effort is documented on the special website setup for this SB100 process. 

7. Compliance and Voltage Stability Study


                 Matthew Stoltz
No report.
8. Foothills Planning Group





          John Collins
Three Foothills planning studies were run by Bill Anderson. Meetings of the group were held in December and April. The TOT7 path has a WECC path rating of 890 MW and has been decreasing in recent OTC studies. Planning studies show the path transfer capability is 960 MW with the enhancements of the Ault to St. Vrain to Ft. Lupton lines. A real time dynamic rating has also been utilized along with a new rating process that has adjusted the wind rating from 2 fps to 4 fps for determining thermal rating of conductors and considers the actual rating of terminal equipment. Voltage stability studies are still in progress. 
9. TOT 3 Update Trans-Elect/WIA




       Jerry Vaninetti

Jerry gave a presentation updating the status of the WY/CO Intertie Project. The project consists of three injection points in Wyoming and one delivery point in Colorado. Bill Pasco is leading the WECC path rating process for the project.

The project is not dependent upon other TOT3 projects being developed. The project has the potential to linkup with the High Plains Express project, and the Eastern Plains Transmission Project and the SunZia Project. It is a merchant transmission line proposed at market rates, that is envisioned as a primarily wind line.
10. Reminder – Nominations for Chair



                       Chuck Sisk

Historically there has been a progress in the CCPG leadership from Secretary to Vice Chairman to Chairman.  WestConnect has now assumed the role of taking meeting notes. The proposal going forward is to elect a chairman and vice chair. 

Volunteers for a nominating committee were Bob Easton, John Collins, and Chuck Sisk. A slate of nominees will be contacted and presented at the next meeting. 
11.  OTCPC







                  Jared Griffiths

A status report was given regarding the 2007-2008 heavy winter operating transfer capability study effort. Study of the TOT1A path is still in progress. John Fidrick was asked for help with that study. 
The TOT2A path has no significant changes. There are no new loads or substations. The full range of NUCLA generation was studied and shows this path limit ranges from 300 to 660 MW with the SW Colorado load ranging between 96 and 346 MW.

The TOT3 path study investigated four generation scenarios with three different DC tie schedules (300 East to West, 0, 300 West to East). The studies modeled the Adena to Hoyt 115 kV line out of service for rebuild until January 2008. The allowable path flow ranges from 866 to 1506 MW with a CPP of 66 MW. The maximum allowable path flow decreases to 1166 MW with a CPP of 243 MW. Returning the Adena to Hoyt line to service increases the maximum allowable flow to 1449 MW with a CPP of 243 MW. 

No TOT4A/4B update was available.

The TOT5 path has been completed and there is no change.

The TOT7 limit was found to be near 800 MW.
12.  Studies of Proposed Projects
Wind Generation/RPS Updates



                                         All 
Bob Easton reported approximately 14 requests for wind generation. Three are in the  LGIA signing stage. Other requests are in various stages of the process.

Platt River has some requests and anticipates something will probably change on the RPS in 2008. 

Mark Graham reported 3000 MW of requests in the queue. Approximately 1500 MW each are in Lamar & northeast New Mexico (Gladstone area). Since a line went in service Tri-State has received several additional requests. 

EPTP







                      Mark Graham
TriState reported on the changes in its Eastern Plains Transmission Project as a result of the Kansas denial of permitting the generation proposed for Kansas. New Colorado generation is being considered along with a revision to the proposed transmission plan and associated in service dates. System impact studies have been performed and Tri-State will seek peer review before filing and entering the CPCN process. The project expects to interface with regional projects such as High Plains Express.
Comments: Tom Green stated that the studies were done with CO long range plan studies. Impacts to the CSU system and PSCo system are still in question. Inez Dominguez stated that NERC’s reliability standards are now mandatory. He questioned whether WECC now has to sign off that a project has met criteria. The three phase rating process is still a WECC process. Chuck Sisk indicated that CSU is interested in seeing the system impact studies. He asked if Tri-State will post them and if there will be a meeting to present the reports. Tom Green suggested that Tri-State keep the communication going.
San Luis Valley – Walsenburg - Gladstone (TSGT) 
                      Mark Graham
A second 230 kV source is achieved at San Luis Substation with the planned construction of a 230 kV line from Walsenburg.  In addition TSGT plans to extend its Walsenburg to Gladstone 230 kV line that went into service in 2007. It has a transfer trip scheme that gets its signal thru the Four Corners area. 

The extension out of Gladstone was envisioned to be a 115 line but has turned into turned into a 230kV project.  There is 120 MW of load in this area at this time and in two years it will require the line extension to be operated at 230 kV. There have been a number of requests for wind interconnections in this area.

TSGT is still studying a line from Nucla to Telluride to increase the reliability of service. At present Telluride is served via a radial line. 

Animas-LaPlata (WAPA)




                         Bob Easton

The Animas – LaPlata Project is a joint WAPA /TSGT project scheduled for completion in March 2008. It loops the Shiprock – Glade Tap 115 kV line into Hesperus. It also constructs a two mile 115 kV line from Durango to Animas River. 

Bob also gave an update on the Granby 138 kV Loop Project and WAPA’s 10 year transmission plan. The 10 year plan includes a Wyoming to Colorado upgrade, the Miracle Mile – Cheyene – Ault line, planned front range improvements , and Beaver Creek to Erie. 
Wyoming Joint Queue Study



                    Matthew Stoltz
Matthew briefly discussed the transmission interconnection queue in Wyoming. He left the northeastern Wyoming planned facilities for Vance to cover. 
NE Wyoming Transmission Plan  
   

                               Vance Crocker

A 90 MW Wygen 2 plant is planned to be in service this year or first of next year. A 390 MW Dry Fork generation is planned for 2011 time frame. A variety of 230kV transmission lines are scheduled for 2008-2009 to accommodate these generation projects.
A 230 kV line from Donkey Creek to Pumpkin Buttes is planned for 2010. Network and point to point transmission service will be available for this line.  Dynamic voltage (D-Vars) are planned for 2009 timeframe to provide voltage support at Teckla.
13. Status on Projects Committed or Recently In-Service


Granby Area 138kV Loop of Windy Gap & Farr Pump WAPA


Beaver Creek –Erie





WAPA


Nucla-Telluride 115kV Line



TSGT


Walsenburg-Gladstone 230kV Line


TSGT


Western’s 10-year Plan




WAPA

       (See earlier notes regarding the above projects)

Comanche-Daniels Park 230/345kV Rebuild

PSCo

Tom Green gave an update on this project and described that a new Daniels to Waterton line is now planned. He also gave an update on the High Plains Transmission project. The initiating and terminating points for the project have been identified. Intermediate interconnection points are being considered. The project as currently planned will consist of two 500 kV lines.

PRPA 230kV Projects




PRPA

John Collins presented 230 kV transmission plans to improve service to Fort Collins, Loveland and Longmont.  A 140 MW unit is planned at Rawhide in 2008. In 2007 the Timberline – Harmony line is reconductored. Two new lines are planned for 2009: Dixon-Horseshoe (6.9 mi) and Fordham-Fort St. Vrain (13.8 mi. OH and 7.6 mi. UG. In 2010 Laporte substation will become a 230 kV breaker and a half scheme with four terminations of existing lines. Portner substation will also be placed in service with 1.2 miles of UG double circuit 230 kV line. Construction of UG 230 kV is running approximately $1M/mi.
14.  Additional Items - none
15.  Next Meeting 
It was proposed that the next meeting occur in early Dec. Availability of the room will be sought for December 4th through December 6th. The room layout for prior meetings was in circular shape. It is desired that the layout it be keep as it is today for future meetings: conference style (in rows).
16.  Adjourned
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