DRAFT


COLORADO COORDINATED PLANNING GROUP

TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 2008

9:30-12:00  1:00-4:00

TRI-STATE OFFICES – WESTMINSTER, COLORADO

PICTURE ID REQUIRED FOR SECURITY

REVISION 1

I. Introductions and meeting arrangements 
Chair/Host

II. Approval of minutes from December 11, 2007 
Jerry Smith

Numerous comments.  Notes will be available in one week for review.
III. Chair Report
Tom Green

1. Schedule – Tom will prepare a more-refined CCPG schedule for the year and post on WestConnect.  Jerry brought up the WestConnect website on went through several of its features  
2. Charter – No progress.  TEPPC is going through developing what is expected of sub-regional planning groups; also, we wanted to do something similar to SWAT.  CCPG wants to be consistent with both these processes.
3. Other

IV. Colorado Public Utilities Commission 
CPUC Rep.

The Commissioners have asked staff for a white paper regarding transmission development within the state.  The Commissioners want to be involved in this development so as not to be a hindrance to transmission development.  They may be considering changes to law to help streamline reporting, etc.  Suggestions are welcome – e-mail to Steve Brown.
V. Colorado Clean Energy Development Authority
Morey Wolfson

1. Westwide Renewable Energy Zones – HB 07-1150 enacted the Colorado Clean Energy Development Authority (CEDA).  Just getting going and asking what the CEDA will actually do.  No full-time Executive Director yet.  Morey is acting as that person.  Not sure where future funding will come from.  CEDA has signed onto the HPX MOU.  Support excluding Transmission Authorities from federal taxation regarding bonding and funding.  They will make a request from the CLRTPG for a detailed briefing when the studies are complete.  Their initial meeting was in November, 2007 – Doug Larson, Jim Tarpey, Jerry Vaninetti, Joel Bladow, Morey Wolfson presented.  E-mail Morey if you would like meeting notices.  See also the sebsite at:
A proposal was given from the WGA to DOE – to identify west-wide renewable energy zone (WREZ) study.  There have been state-by-state efforts to map renewable zones, this effort will try to tie this all together under the WGA.  Stakeholder “ground-truthing”.  Develop a web-based GIS – NREL will do this.  LLBL will do most of the transmission study work.  Kick-off meeting will be held in May.  There will be technical committee and sub-groups.  They plan to have the WREZ platted by November.
CEDA is just beginning to develop its overall process.  Somewhere around 40 GW of solar in Arizona and S. California; lotsa wind in Wyoming, etc.  How does this second mouse get the cheese – i.e. Colorado compete in the export market for wind and solar?  Transmission planning has been on the back burner for so long because of gas turbine installation near load, etc.  There is a need to help educate the public regarding the need for transmission development which hasn’t been done for numerous years.
VI. WestConnect
Jerry Smith

2007 Planning Products have been well-received.  Bob Easton is the new Chair of the Planning Management Committee – will have a vice-Chair and rotate the Chairmanship annually.   Annual Planning Process has been a success – emulation is greatest form of compliment.  A February 12th meeting was held among all the Sub-Regional Planning Groups (SPG) to discuss consistent planning cycles and structures.  Next coordination meeting is scheduled with ColumbiaGrid and NTTG on April 10-11th.  The WestConnect Plan will include any transmission project >100-kV located in the footprint, or adjacent to, is studied under 890 protocol and demonstrate compliance with NERC and WECC criteria.  Planning report summaries are required, and must have a study plan approved by the appropriate SPG.  For CCPG – this is mainly the CLRTPG plan.
The 2008 synchronized study plan coordinates with the TEPPC process.  WestConnect has coordinated base case development between CCPG and SWAT for the 2013 and 2018 cases.  They are waiting on one Az. utility to comment on the 2013 case; once they get that – please forward CCPG for updated comments.  There is a major load deficiency (5000 MW) in the DSW area for the 2018 case, so another round of comments will be required.  The next Monthly coordination call is scheduled for April ??th.  
The Annual adequacy study will be conducted by KR Saline – they need to have a list of folks that want to be included.  This study will look at the 5 and 10-year case with planned transmission projects included only.  The plan is to have a presentation of results at the August 19th joint SWAT/CCPG meeting at Tri-State.

The Biennial Long Range Study will explore conceptual transmission projects – this will provide reliability-base studies in response to the TEPPC economic study work results (what-ifs).  This will look more at the renewable energy development zones and what transmission projects may be required.  Tom mentioned that within the CLRTPG – there has been an interest expressed to look at export-type analyses.  This export-type study effort looks to fit well within this Biennial study process. 
KR Saline has been hired to facilitate the 5th Biennial Transmission Assessment within Arizona. 
VII. WECC/NERC Update
Bob Easton

Discussed recent NERC rulings.  Mitigation plans are due quarterly – WACM had 20 or so to begin with – down to 2 now.  Recent ATC Standards failed initial vote miserably.  FERC is not too happy with this result and may consider a Rulemaking Proceeding.  WACM has its on-site compliance audit November 3-7, 2007; PSCo has theirs on May 5th.  Recent FERC NOPR on the Independent Function Rules – SOC on no-conduit and transparency update was given.  Order 890 Attachment K’s were posted on December 7, 2007 and several companies have had their initial stakeholder meetings.  These processes will continue to develop.
VIII. Subcommittee Status

1. SB 100 Studies
Gerry Stellern
IOUs have to report on a biennial basis to develop ERZs and develop transmission to these zones and file associated CPCNs.  They submitted a CPCN for a Pawnee – Smoky Hill 345-kV line to be in-service in 2013.

For the 2009 plan – PSCo held a kickoff meeting on March 4th.  They will run studies through July; issue their transmission plans on November 1st; do CPCN studies through January and file new CPCN in March, 2009.  PSCo is using a 2015 base case for these studies.  The base case will include the PSCo ERP and several scenarios on high solar/wind as agreed to with stakeholder input.
2. CLRTPG 2008
Mark Graham

Formed to analyze the transmission needs of Wyoming and Colorado based on known resource expansions, and best-guess resources expansions.  Utility and stakeholder participants.  The group has been having weekly meetings (Tuesday afternoons) to keep the studies on-track.  There is a about a three-week lag in the schedule due to slow base case review.  We will look at four scenarios – base transmission needed to support utility loads and resources plans (3574 MW); significant Wyoming generation resources (Using 900 MW Wyoming-Colorado Intertie - WCI Project; up to 5% of capacity in the Colorado GDAs (spread-around); include 2000 MW of solar in south-central CO GDA.  The plan is to finish all scenarios throughout the summer 2008.  Use standard N-1 criteria and study techniques.  There was a confidentiality issue raised regarding display of some thermal ratings of transmission lines and the merchant folks seeing this and concern that they’d have to post it everywhere.

3. Foothills Planning Group
John Collins

Beginning work on summer TOT7 Operating Studies.  Joe Liberatore reported that Western has received a number of new load interconnections and joint project participation projects in the Ft. Collins/Loveland area.  Western is looking at re-building the Weld – Boyd – Flatiron 115-kV ROW to 230-kV, some places to double circuit.  Joe has updated the 2012 base case and needs one more round of comments – Gateway, Kelim, Carey substation are some of the load interconnections.  There are numerous alternatives within this study scope already – we can add more, but need to at some point stop the scope-creep.  
4. Compliance and Voltage Stability Study
Matthew Stoltz

Shawn Carlson gave an overview that BEPC will use the 2013 and 2018 HS base cases for TPL-001, -002 -003 -004 and Voltage stability analysis for CCPG members to use as their compliance study report.  Once WestConnect gets their updated to the 13 and 18 cases, Tom Green will coordinate a meeting to kick-off. 
5. VCSG 

No activity.
6. Base Case Development
Linda Pope

Linda introduced herself and went over the status of all base case development at WECC and status of GE and PTI software releases. Thinh Nguyen is the new Area Coordinator at PSCo.



Matthew Stoltz

Colorado Resource Plan
Joe Taylor
Joe updated the group that was filed in November 2007 for acquisition through 2015.  This resource plan is a dramatic difference from previous plans due to new legislation and Xcel’s renewable energy strategy.  A generation gap appears in 2013-2014 period.  Aquila load service expires on January 1, 2012.  Biggest energy resource change is wind – from 3 to 15%.
IX. OTCPC
Jared Griffiths


TOT 1A - 

TOT 2A & Southwest Colorado – Limits for this summer are very similar to last summer.  The limiting element has shifted to the South Canal line this summer.

TOT 3 – Good numbers developed.  This summer looks like 1542 MW at upper left corner with CPP at 66 MW; 1524 MW with CPP at 243 MW.  All points are well within 3-5% of last years numbers.

TOT 4A/4B


TOT 5 – Check cases only

Prior Outages


In general – PSCo would not provide these slides to anyone until they were vetted with the OTCPC and posted on the WECC and your own OASIS sites.
X. Studies of Proposed Projects

1.  Wyoming-Colorado Intertie
TransElect

The WCI is focusing on the DJ-LRS 230-kV line section and a 345-kV line between LRS and Pawnee.  The WCI is now in Phase II with a planned rating of 900 MW.  WCI has two requests in PSCo’s queue – one for delivery to Pawnee and one for Network Service at Pawnee.  There studies are somewhat on hold until they hold an open-season this summer.  The WCI is meant to bring low-cost renewables from Wyoming to PSCo loads in Colorado.  There will be voluminous information posted next week on the WIA website regarding the open-season.

2. Wind Generation/RPS Updates
All

PSCo has an RFP for 100-150 MW of wind and 25 MW of solar – bids are due April 11, 2008.  Bob Wilson received a notification of up to 1000 MW of renewable in Clear Creek County.  Tri-State has a 50 MW RFP out for renewables.  PRPA’s bid opening for up to 30 MW of wind was extended from March 11 until ??.  CSU’s load projections have fallen way lower, so status of any RFP is indeterminate.
3. East Plains Transmission Project
Mark Graham 

No new update.
4. San Luis Valley Sub. 2nd 230kV Source (TSGT) 
Mark Graham

Combine with agenda item 5. below.
5. San Luis Valley Proposed Project (TSGT)
Mark Graham

Tri-State is in environmental process.
6. Growing Loads in SW CO
Mark Graham

7. High Plains Express
Tom Green

Report should be complete in April.
8. Wyoming Joint Queue Study
Matthew Stoltz

Dry Fork and Wygen unit studies have been sent for review – please comment to BEPC.  300 MW of the original 500 MW of DJ area – across TOT3 have dropped off the BEPW queue.  Western is re-studying the remaining 200 MW on the LAPT queue.  WCI has studied various alternatives of the Joint Queue alternatives and has come up with close to their 900 MW.  Western will come up with a new proposal for these remaining 200 MW for WCI to use when they complete their open season and re-study their Project.
9. Pawnee – Smoky Hill
Tom Green

Covered earlier.



Jerry Vaninetti

XI. Status on Projects Committed or Recently In-Service

1. Granby Area 138kV Loop of Windy Gap & Farr Pump 
WAPA

Easton covered – see .ppt
2. Beaver Creek –Erie
WAPA

Same – see .ppt
3. Western’s 10-year Plan
WAPA

Same – see .ppt
4. Nucla-Telluride 115kV Line
TSGT

Total of 48 miles of upgrade of 69-kV ROW to 115-kV w/ approx. 9 miles of proposed underground – PRPA is paying up to $5 million per mile in urban areas to underground.  Probably in-service in 2010.
5. Walsenburg-Gladstone 230kV Line
TSGT

Has been in-service since February, 2007.  T. State has numerous wind generation requests along this circuit, now.
6. Comanche-Daniels Park 230/345kV Rebuild
PSCo

On-schedule for 2009 – working from N-S on “Illinois structures” – low-profile – wider structures – 60 db or so.  The Midway – Waterton 345-kV line is still planned for 2010 also.
7. PRPA 230kV Projects
PRPA

PRPA received 40 proposals – most are PPAs.  Most are in eastern Colorado or southern Wyoming.  230-kV underground dbl ckt is $9 million per mile.  
8. Animas-LaPlata (WAPA)
Bob Easton

Covered – see .ppt
9. Dry Fork Generation
Matthew Stoltz

Covered by BEPC
10. Wygen 2 (BHP)
Vance Crocker

Wygen 3 is commercial as of January 1, 2008.  Donkey Creek substation is close to beginning construction.  Has received CPCN for Wygen 
11. Miracle Mile – Cheyenne – Ault Upgrade
Jared Griffiths
XII. Additional Items

XIII. Next Meeting

August 19th – 1230 till 1700 will be the SWAT meeting.  The joint SWAT/CCPG meeting will be at 0800 – 1200 on the 20th with the CCPG being held starting at 1300 – 1700 on the afternoon of August 20th.
XIV. Adjourn
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