This is a summary of work accomplished by the CCPG Charter Taskforce, and an introduction to a few outstanding issues for your information as you review the second draft of the new CCPG Charter.  
The Charter Taskforce worked with CAMU to consider how to move from the present founding documents - the 1991 Electric Transmission Service Policy and Joint Transmission Access Principles (Policy and Principles) – to a new CCPG charter that reflects recent FERC Orders & Regulations, as well as the expressed needs of CAMU. The Policy and Principles agreement was entered into December 16, 1991 - prior to FERC’s adoption of open-access principles. Though some have commented that “the original drafters showed a lot of foresight in anticipating the FERC rules”, Taskforce members acknowledge that the Policy and Principles agreement is no longer up-to-date. Many provisions in the Policy and Principles are now covered by individual service agreements and FERC-conforming open access transmission tariffs.  In addition, provisions of the Policy and Principles related to coordinated regional planning are in some respects inconsistent with the Order No. 890 regional planning process that FERC-jurisdictional transmission providers must comply with. 

The question of what to do with the Policy and Principles, that is - whether the Policy and Principles should remain in place even if there are inconsistencies with the OATT - was placed on a separate track to allow the parties to the agreement to consider the question in a different forum and on an appropriate timeline. We will be able to revisit this issue after the CCPG Charter is in a more final form.
Members of CAMU and the CCPG Charter Taskforce reviewed the Policy and Principles to ensure that there were no CAMU concerns about losing any of the rights established in the Policy and Principles. The group conducted a detailed review to ensure that all terms of the Policy and Principles that had not yet been addressed by FERC orders and rulemaking were incorporated in the new CCPG charter.
Concepts from the Policy and Principles that are now reflected in the new charter include:

· major additions to the regional transmission system should be planned jointly

· transmission additions and access should be approached on a "single-system basis" to minimize duplication of facilities and costs

· all affected parties are entitled to responsibly share in the benefits and costs of system enhancements associated with new generation and transmission additions

· a option-period giving study participants the opportunity to either share ownership and costs of proposed transmission facilities, or to determine to not participate as an owner

· planned modifications, upgrades, replacements and new facilities must meet applicable system design and operating criteria
With these concepts included in the new CCPG charter, the option of replacing the Policy and Principles with the new charter remains open.
To conform with FERC 890 and ensure that CCPG members follow similar planning processes, applicable terms of the CCPG charter would be incorporated into each participating transmission owner’s planning process - and OATT Attachment K (for those transmission owners that have a regulatory requirement to file Attachment K). It might also be appropriate to address some aspects of the above listed concepts in individual FERC 890 Attachment K filings.
With respect to Voting Rights described in the draft charter, we may need more detail.  It appears that the vote of Transmission-owner members would be counted, and the vote of Advisory members (non-transmission owners) would be noted in meeting records.  Advisory members should not have a deciding vote on reliability issues, but should be able to vote on study scenario selection. Reliability and scenario selection are different issues, and more detail could be helpful.
The Coordination and Study Process section of the Charter includes a general description of procedures but lacks specific information on step-by-step process for defining scenarios, conducting studies, reviewing studies, and implementing study findings. These details could be worked out in applicable subcommittees, and we should form our committees soon so this may be accomplished in a timely manner.
Dispute resolution mentioned in the charter refers to WECC TEPPC dispute resolution methodology. TEPPC documents in turn refer to WECC dispute resolution procedures. WECC dispute resolution procedures are detailed in a 30-page Appendix to the WECC Bylaws (Appendix C), which describes a voluntary process of mediation and/or arbitration to resolve disputes. Requests for dispute resolution process may be issued on the basis of a disputed action being1) unlawful, 2) in conflict with Bylaws, 3) in conflict with specific procedures, or 4) a result of an obvious process error. The procedure requires WECC to maintain list of qualified mediation and arbitration facilitators. The dispute resolution procedure timeline, including and appeals and possible court hearings, could be quite a lengthy process. It seems appropriate to abbreviate the process and tailor it for CCPG so disputes may be resolved quickly.
There remains a question whether CCPG will be able to, or be directed to, delegate economic studies and regional transmission studies to TEPPC, WestConnect, or WECC committees. We will likely consider adjusting charter terms after FERC 890 Planning Process seminars, which are scheduled for September 3/10/21, 2009.
Here is a list of remaining CCPG Charter development milestones:

· Review new CCPG Charter second draft
· Send comments and/or marked-up copies of the CCPG Charter second draft by email to mgraham@tristategt.org by July 24, 2009
· RSVP to the Charter Taskforce meeting announcement
· CCPG charter face-to-face meeting July 28, 2009, 9:30-noon, at Tri-State
· If significant comments are received, a third draft could be distributed by July 31
· Deadline for comments will be August 12 – one week before the CCPG meeting

· Discuss at August 18-19 joint CCPG/SSPG/SWAT meeting

· Legal review

· Possible final approval of the new CCPG Charter in December 2009
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