CCPG Committee 12/11/07 Meeting Notes – Approved 3/25/2008


COLORADO COORDINATED PLANNING GROUP

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2007
9:30-12:00 1:00-4:00

TRI-STATE OFFICES – WESTMINSTER, COLORADO

REVISION 2
Notes for this meeting were taken by WestConnect staff. 

(Please note items in blue are hyperlinks to presentations utilized for agenda items)
1. Introductions and meeting arrangements
Chair/Host
The meeting was called to order by chairman, Chuck Sisk. An orientation to the meeting facilities was given and the order of business for the day was introduced. A change to the agenda was proposed for Morey Wolfson to discuss SB91.  Also proposed to change the person to discuss SB 100 to Omar Martino and add time at the end for WestConnect discussion by Jerry Smith.  Those in attendance were asked to introduce themselves and record their attendance by filling out the sign in sheet. Attendance was taken and is available upon request. The following people were on the phone call at various times during the meeting:
Bob Easton, WAPA




Joe Liberatore, WAPA

John Collins, PRPA




John Greenlaw, WAPA

Jared Griffiths, WAPA



John Wetzel, Excel Engineering

Jeremy Brownrigg, PRPA



Brent Vossler, Excel Engineering

Rosemary Henry, WMPA
The following people were in attendance at the meeting:

Steven Brown, PUC




Shawn Carlson, BEPC

Craig Cox, Interwest



Vance Crocker, BHP

Billy Joe Cutsor, MEAN



Mark Graham, Tri-State

Tom Green, Xcel




David Gustad, Tri-State


Ron Lehr, AWEA




Andrew Leoni, Tri-State

Nick Muller, CIEA




Dennis Pungitore, NAPG
Troy Richter, CSU




Chris Rundell, Prairie Wind Energy

Chuck Sisk, CSU




Matthew Stoltz, BEPC

Joe Taylor, Xcel




Jerry Vaninetti, Transelect

Igor Karmaz, Tri-State



Robby Robinson, Research

Warren Wendling, Wendling Consulting

Morey Wolfson, CEDA

Tom Hansel, Burns and McDonnell

Omar Martino, Xcel

Justin Sherman, Burns and McDonnell

David Gaige, Burns and McDonnell

Jim Rosintosky, Burns and McDonnell

Jerry Smith, WestConnect 



Chris Fecke-Stoudt, WestConnect
2. Nominations for Chair and Vice Chair
Chuck Sisk
Tom Green accepted nomination for the new chair.  Jarred Griffith was nominated as the vice-chair and also accepted the nomination.  
Nominations from the Floor:
There were no nominations from the floor.

Votes:
Both nominees were unanimously voted into the new positions.
3. Meeting Schedule:  3 or 4 times/year
Members

A brief discussion transpired regarding the number of CCPG meetings per year. Meeting three times a year was agreed upon for the time being, but this topic would be open for reconsideration if deemed necessary at a later date.
4. Colorado Public Utilities Commission
Steve Brown
COPUC accepted SB 100 filings by Xcel Energy and Aquila but no action was taken. The statute does not require COPUC approval, but comments have been requested. The CPCN filing will receive expedited treatment but it still may not be that much faster than normal. Resource plans were filed by Xcel Energy and the COPUC is expecting one from Aquila. The schedule for processing these resource filings is currently undefined but hearings are likely to occur.
5. Legislative Update
Morey Wolfson

Senate Bill 91 was developed to help create Renewable Resource Generation Development Areas (GDAs) for 1 GW of renewable resources or larger and interconnect to EHV lines.  Eight (8) Wind areas were located with 96 GW of renewable resources availability.  There are 275 GW of solar power if the 2 GDAs identified  were covered with concentrating solar power or 5.5 GW of available power if just 2% of the land area were developed.  The report discussed the need for transmission within Colorado and wind integration.  Report will be available in about a week.  CEDA will be one of the primary recipients of the report.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday December 18th at 1:00 pm at the Capitol.
A question was asked regarding the ultimate goal of SB 91 and SB100.  SB 100 requires investor owned utilities to file with the COPUC.  SB 91 has no such requirement and is simply an information document.  There was a discussion of Xcel Energy using the report from SB 91 to meet a portion of the SB 100 requirement.  The goal of Xcel’s Energy SB 100 effort was to open the transmission planning process to the public and allow for public comment. 
6. ATC Revisions
Mark Graham

NERC is developing new ATC standards. WECC formed a standards review group and the group has prepared and posted comments for review.  John Collins and Mark Graham have attended and participated in the WECC meetings. The proposed standard affects rated and posted paths only per FERC definition (MOD-1). Chuck Sisk questioned the “rated path” meaning and if TOTs were included. The answer was that the path must have had a rating prior to 1994, be a tie between two balancing Authorities, or be a posted path.  So if a posted path is on OASIS, then ATC must also be provided.  Utilities will be required to publish an ATC Implementation Document.  
7. SB 100 Energy Resource Zones
Omar Martino
SB100 was an initiative for investor owned transmission development to bring generation resources into load centers.  Xcel Energy identified four energy resource zones within the state as well as short and long term plans to transfer the power from the four to the load. In 2008, a short-term upgrade of the two existing Pawnee – Smoky Hill 230 kV lines will increase transmission capacity from Zone 1 by 735 MVA. In 2013, a new 345 kV line is proposed between the two substations with an additional 500 MVA Pawnee-area generation injection capability. A CPCN application was filed with the COPUC in October 2007.
John Collins asked when Xcel Energy would file the CPCN for the remaining three areas. The answer was there is still a lot of work that needs to be completed before such filings occur. It is still unknown when such additional CPCN filings will occur.  A question was asked why Pawnee was filed.  The answer was there is enough interest and interconnection requests and that it was a constrained area, so it just made sense.  The upgrade rating for zone 3 was questioned and why the transfer capability would not change or the ability to transfer power into the load zone. The answer was that operational limitations will still exist and proposed solutions may not increase the amount of firm capacity for the area, but will allow more non-firm transfers.
8. Colorado Resource Plan
Joe Taylor
The Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo) filed its resource acquisition plan (RAP) for 2007-2015 with the CO PUC three weeks ago.  It includes retirement of units at Zuni, Cameo and Arapahoe. Several sales terminate over the next few years from these existing units.  PSCo is pursuing its preferred plan which consists of adding new renewables, reducing load by 29-49 MW annually via demand side management, and the addition of 3 combustion turbines and one generic combined cycle plant along with significant wind and solar resources.  In 2009, they will deal with a shortage by importing system purchases and adding two turbines to an existing plant site.  The question was asked if Black Hills was anticipating moving power across TOT3 to Ault and thru TOT 7 and into the Pueblo area (to Southern Colorado loads). The answer was “Black Hills had not made a transmission request for this”. The question was asked if any power was going to come from IGCC plants, and the answer was “not at this time.” 
PSCo is using 12.5% of nameplate for summer purposes (in the resource plan).

9. CLRTPG 2008
Mark Graham

Mark introduced the proposed Colorado Long-Range Transmission Planning Group (CLRTPG) study that will initially study 2013 and then 2018. A report of the 2013 study results is tentatively projected for April 2008.  Tri-State has volunteered to coordinate the data collection and chair the study group.  Wednesday Dec 19th is the initial stakeholder meeting. Mark desires to have resource information from the utilities by Dec 14th.  He is requesting automated scripts for making the changes to the cases in PSS/E format.  This information is planned to be used as the input into the WestConnect planning case scheduled for completion in the first quarter of 2008.
A distinction between participants and stakeholders was explained by Mark. The presentation indicated that stakeholders consisting of resource or generation projects might be excluded from participation due to FERC required separation of functions. It was clarified that inclusion of all stakeholders is what FERC 890 is all about as long as participation is not limited to affiliates. 

The question was asked if this study plan would need to be included in the WestConnect Plan.  The answer was that a high level study scope could possibly be included in the WestConnect Plan.  The Tri-State FTP site and the WestConnect website will be utilized to distribute the report.  The tenth year study portion will fulfill the FERC long range planning requirement.  Stability studies at 230 kV and higher will be performed as part of the long range study. Individual utilities will assume the responsibility for stability studies at lower voltages. 
The comment was made that the long range study plan would help reveal possible solutions that could be validated by the WestConnect adequacy study.  The question was asked about the scope for the WestConnect adequacy study and its influence and interaction with CCPG.  The answer was the 115 kV and above system will be studied by WestConnect with N-1 and selected N-2 contingencies.  WestConnect assured everyone that results will be coordinated with utilities and transmission owners to validate possible areas of concern.
Comments were offered regarding general policy changes toward renewable energy and the need for a corresponding change in transmission planning.  Study of larger quantities of renewable energy was requested with the WestConnect transmission system adequacy study.  With the shift in attitude, the potential for needed transmission from renewables to load is more likely.  Low cost capital thru public financing is also available.  The question was asked if economic analysis will be included in the long range study and how lessons learned from the NREL Study and WestConnect Virtual Control Study might be incorporated. 
Jerry Smith provided the following response to the renewable comments. WestConnect does not expect to perform economic studies or market analysis in its subregional planning process. Those in attendance agreed the CCPG and WestConnect planning efforts are mostly a traditional reliability based transmission planning study forum and not necessarily an economic study forum. TEPPC will be performing economic studies addressing renewable development scenarios for the entire West. The proposed WestConnect Biennial Long Range Study will include resources (with a focus on potential WestConnect-wide renewable development) and conceptual transmission development in the 10th planning year and beyond.  

10. Foothills Planning Group





     John Collins
John Collins provided an update on the Foothills Planning Group’s transmission plan. He reported on three key items:
1) The TOT7 study effort has identified some performance improvement opportunities in the St. Vrain area. Bill Anderson is working on some stability and dynamics studies to investigate further.
2) Joe Liberatore is progressing on the Foothills area load serving study for all four entities along the I-25 corridor between Loveland and Greeley and the Ault to St. Vrain corridor.
3) Changes in the projected in-service dates for the Foothills Planning Group’s transmission projects were explained and depicted in an overhead slide (see link).

11. CCPG Charter/Member Responsibilities/FERC 890

       Chuck Sisk
Chuck Sisk reported on his recent efforts to get a new draft CCPG charter process organized and started. He requested help in creating a new draft that is more aligned with the FERC 890 requirements. Tom Green volunteered to take over the project and get it jump started with a number of other parties that volunteered to participate. 
12. OTCPC






   
             Jared Griffiths

Study plans for the summer are due January 14th. Summer studies will be starting soon. Some limited discussion pursued regarding the following TOT studies. Due to the commercial implications of some of the study results it was suggested that parties simply refer to the operational studies as they are posted for additional information. 
TOT 1A 
TOT 2A 
TOT 3 
TOT 4A/4B 
TOT 5 
Prior Outages 
13. Studies of Proposed Projects


Wind Generation/RPS Updates
All

Nothing new reported.
East Plains Transmission Project    (slide 2)    
Mark Graham

The original project is being re-evaluated and is in the courts system with continued commitment from Tri-State. The eastern two legs of the project associated with generation in Kansas are not to be included in the CLRTPG Study. TSGT is working with other participants to refine the plan to address Colorado transmission needs. 
San Luis Valley Sub. 2nd 230kV Source (TSGT)  (slide 3)
Mark Graham
San Luis Valley Proposed Project (TSGT)  (Slide 4 and 5)
Mark Graham

The current plan is for a 230 kV line from San Luis Valley to Walsenburg that is in Zone 4 of the Colorado GDAs.  This would allow operating without a tripping scheme.  TSTG will consider increasing the voltage of the line if larger lines were required due to larger generation in the area.  TSTG is currently investigating alternatives. The Gladstone area has several wind project interconnection requests in TSTG’s queue. This may result in a line to interconnect with NM in the Gladstone area. 
Growing Loads in SW CO (Slide 6)
Mark Graham
TSGT is looking at load growth in the Rifle and Nucla area. This may require looking at a TOT 2A project. Interested parties were asked to contact Mark. 
High Plains Express 
Tom Green

Stakeholder meeting was held in November with 200 attendees.  Conceptually, the project is envisioned to cost $5 billion for 2 single 500 kV lines from Wyoming to Arizona.  Proceeding with the next phase and a Feasibility report is to be completed by Feb 2008.
Animas-LaPlata (WAPA) 
Bob Easton

Durango to Hesperus is complete. The segment to Animas is to be completed in 2008. 
Wyoming Joint Queue Study 
Matthew Stoltz
The report is in a final form and will be sent out next week.  Interconnection of WyGen 2 and 3 and Dry Fork generation projects was studied. The required total line upgrades were in the range of 200+ miles. 
Dry Fork Generation 
Matthew Stoltz

Construction began last month with a project in-service date of 2011.  Associated lines are being implemented in stages in 2008, 2009 and 2010. 
WyGen 2 (BHP) 
Vance Crocker

TOT 3 Update Trans-Elect/WIA 
Jerry Vaninetti
TOT3 studies considered if 900 MW of transmission capacity would still be available in all DC tie scenarios.  An interconnection request has been submitted for Pawnee.  The System Impact Study was completed last week.  An open-season evaluation will commence in March 2008.  
The PSCO resource plan excludes consideration of Wyoming resources.  So, Trans-Elect/WIA plan on intervening in the PUC SB100 proceeding to ensure Wyoming is included.  

14. Status on Projects Committed or Recently In-Service
Granby Area 138kV Loop of Windy Gap & Farr Pump 
WAPA
EIS is currently in process.  A record of decision is scheduled for late next year.  
Beaver Creek –Erie 
WAPA
Double circuit 115 kV Beaver Creek to Erie not expected to be completed until 2009.  A question was asked if at Hoyt there would be 230 to 115 kV transformation and the answer was no.  
Western’s 10-year Plan 
WAPA
Re-doing their ten-year plan as we speak with final in Feb 2008, and preliminary posted by the end of the year.
Comanche-Daniels Park 230/345kV Rebuild
PSCo
Started construction and the plant is still on scheduled for in-service in 2009.

Pawnee –Smoky Hill 345 kV line on track for in-service in 2013.
PRPA 230kV Projects 
PRPA
Projects are behind schedule with mitigation plans in place until the projects get developed.

15. Additional Items

WestConnect – Reports are posted in draft form and ready for review with placeholders for additional information.  The annual WestConnect planning meeting and planned agenda are going to be posted for the Jan 16-17th, 2008 Annual Planning Meeting and will be the forum for last minute comments on the report and plan for the next year.  The WestConnect Coordination Planning call is Friday Dec 14th at 9 am which will include the base case building requirements and process open for comment and is posted on the WestConnect website.  The WestConnect webpage for CCPG has been developed and migration of CCPG information to the webpage is in progress.
An inquiry was made regarding the coordination of the two large 500 kV projects (TransWest Express and High Plains Express).  Will they being studied together to ensure the feasibility of both projects so that one doesn’t destroy the other? WestConnect will consider the merits of both projects collectively as it commences it Biennial Long Range Study.  A discussion of ten-year plans and how they would integrate into the WestConnect planning studies ensued with no definitive resolution.
Thanks to Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association for providing morning meeting refreshments. 
Thanks to Colorado Springs Utilities for providing afternoon meeting refreshments.

16. Approval of minutes from August 22, 2007 
Jerry Smith

Comments were requested by Friday December 14, 2007 then the notes would be posted thereafter.
17. Next Meeting

The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday March 25, 2008 at 9:30 am.
18. The meeting adjourned
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