CATS-HV and EHV Conference Call
Agenda & Meeting Notes– June 8, 2009
Date: 

Monday June 8, 2009


Time:

8am-11am, joint meeting with CATS HV
Location: 
Conference Call
1. Introductions

Joe Herrera (ED3)

LeeAnn Torkelson (SRP)
Gary Trent (TEP)
Brian Keel (SRP) 
Mike McElhaney (WAPA)
Ron Belval (TEP)
Jeff Loehr (SRP)

Nazar Dhahir (TEP)

Josh Johnston (WAPA)
Bill Darmitzel (TEP)
Mark Etherton (PDS)
David Wilson (ED2) Bobby Chavez (TEP)

Bruce Evans (SWTC)
Maria Ramirez (SRP)
Jason Spitzkoff (APS)
2. CATS HV Update (Joe Herrera):

The next meeting will be June 22 in Florence to discuss the GIS database of transmission facilities in Pinal County.  To be discussed: What type of data, will utilities provide data to the county, what data format (raw?).  Transmission projects by utilities in Pinal County will also be presented.

3. Flowgate TTC Methodology Intro (Mike McElhany)

Mike McElhany presented his experiences with flowgate methodology over the past 20+ years in the Midwest and SPP.  His presentation material is attached.  He covered:

· Definition of flowgate

One or more monitored facilities (generally in a natural flow direction)

· How flowgate is different from rated system path methodology

Natural path, requires region-wide tariff to be successful 

· How its calculated

Many distribution factors based on schedules, generation, outages.  Powerflow cases are 
run

· Benefits and issues of flowgate methodologies
i. Benefits:

1. Could reduce the number of posted paths (WAPA currently has 600 posted paths, flowgate could reduce that number to 60 or less)

2. Reduce rate pancaking

3. Economies of scale

ii. Issues:

1. Defining a footprint (and it will have to be large to get economies of scale)

2. # of real-time studies (hourly, 5 minutes ahead)
3. Data reporting requirements (forecast—generation & load, outage info)

4. Startup and transition

5. Seams issues

· Could it be implemented in the West?

It would have to be a large number of entities for it to make sense and minimize seams 
issues.

4. BTA Work update (LeeAnn Torkelson)
· SWAT Update from May SWAT meeting in Albuquerque

i. The draft report was circulated about May 26th and included a “load” section addressing the change in load from 2018 to 2019 and a new project outage case.  The new project outage case was requested at the SWAT meeting due to news of the delay of Palo Verde-Devers #2.
· Draft Report comments

i. Only comments from APS have been received.  Please get comments to LeeAnn by June 22. 

5. 2013/2014 coordinated case update (APS)

· APS is looking for a volunteer to begin case building

6. Western Statement of Interest (SOI) update- (WAPA)
· TIP (Transmission Infrastructure Program) is still sorting through all the projects. Nothing has been selected yet.   No news on how much Arizona will receive from the program.

7. Review 2010 Study Plan (LeeAnn Torkelson/Maria Ramirez)
· A “saturated load” study idea was discussed.  It would give a long-range EHV idea of what transmission is needed to serve a statewide “saturated load”.  Because of differing dates of saturation for the various utility service territories, a long-range year (2040-2050) was suggested instead.  General MW/square mile values is a more manageable way to get the study performed in two years (2010 – develop saturated load, 2011 – model transmission to serve the load).   SRP to draft a study plan.

· Also discussed was a study plan to address RTTF requirements, although the RTTF requirements may result in study work needed by the end of this year and for a different purpose than transmission planning.  May have to wait until October to get clarity on what CATS EHV could or should do to assist RTTF needs.
8. Project updates

· SunZia –  Mark Etherton
i. Federal Notice of Intent filed, 9 public meetings led by the BLM to occur June 22-July10 in Arizona and New Mexico.

ii. Comments to the Comprehensive progress report due by 6/26

iii. Phase II of the rating study will commence this summer and conclude in approximately a year

· Solana – Jason Spitzkoff
i. Project is still proceeding, nothing new to report.
· TS5-TS9 – Jason Spitzkoff
i. A Plan amendment has been submitted to the BLM to allow transmission along State Route 74.  The difficulty in following the BLM process is that this project is vital to renewables development on the west side of the state.  Because of the BLM process, this project is unlikely to be advanced early than its scheduled in service date of 2016, even if it is needed for generation interconnections around the Delany and the PV Hub.

· Abel/Pinal Central – Jeff Loehr
i. The Randolph substation to connect TransCanada generation will be built in 2010 for an online date of 2011.  The PW-PC portion is delayed to 2013.

· Pinal Central/Tortolita – Gary Trent
i. The project is continuing its siting study.  In service date of 2013.

9. Next Meeting – August 4  from 9 to 12 at ED3’s offices

Tentative agenda topics:

· Approve BTA report

· Discuss Study plan(s)
· Western SOI update

· 2013/2014 case development

· Project Updates

10. Open Discussion/Comments (All)
· none
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