


Annual Adequacy Study of WestConnect Transmission Plan 

Purpose

This document describes a WestConnect subregional transmission study that will be performed annually for WestConnect by K.R. Saline and Associates, PLC (KRSA).  The study results and associated report will be incorporated in the subsequent WestConnect Transmission Report.  
Study Scope 

WestConnect will annually perform a study to test the adequacy of its most recently published WestConnect Transmission Plan (“Plan”) excluding conceptual projects.  The adequacy of the Plan will be determined by documenting system performance relative to WECC / NERC planning requirements. Traditional N-0, N-1 and N-2 contingency outages will be performed for the 5th and 10th year of the current planning period.  Any deficiencies in the Plan will be noted with sufficient lead time for WestConnect subregional transmission planning participants to investigate solutions for incorporation into the subsequent WestConnect Transmission Plan. 
In addition, potential corridor outages involving planned facilities will be modeled and the resulting system performance documented.  These corridor outages will only be performed in the 10th year of the current planning period.  The purpose is to ascertain what degree of system reliability risk is associated with placing proposed projects in common corridors with other facilities.  Identification of such risks in advance of siting of new facilities is needed with sufficient lead time to explore alternative routes.  It is not believed that studying such corridor outages in the 5th year of the study period would offer sufficient lead time to pursue alternates routes. 
Required Base Cases
This study will utilize a 5th and 10th year base case developed and coordinated for use in WestConnect’s current subregional transmission planning cycle.  The base case will incorporate the “sponsored and committed” transmission projects contained in the previously published WestConnect Transmission Plan.  The base cases will not include the “conceptual” transmission projects contained in the WestConnect Transmission Plan because they either have no sponsorship or there is no firm commitment to build the projects by a specific date.  
Study Estimate  
The hours and associated cost of KRSA contracted services to perform the study as outlined above is as follows:

Develop Study Plan                              10 Hours Annually                   
$   1,700

Study                                                   200 Hours Annually               
$ 34,000

Draft, Review, Publish Final Report      40 Hours Annually              
$  6,000
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