DEEP SUB-COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
March 22, 2010

Formation of a new Sub-Committee of the Colorado Coordinated Planning Group (CCPG) focusing on a regional transmission planning approach of the load serving transmission system in the general geographic area of Douglas, Elbert, El Paso and Pueblo Counties in the Southern Front Range of Colorado has been discussed/approved by the CCPG and included in the CCPG organizational chart (see CCPG Charter).  This group, named for the Colorado Counties roughly defining the footprint of its focus will be known as the DEEP Sub-Committee (DEEP SC).

An initial organizational, kick-off meeting was held on March 22, 2010 at 550 15th Street, Denver, CO.  Notification of this meeting was posted on the WestConnect web site on the WestConnect Planning Calendar as a meeting of a sub-committee of the CCPG.  These are the meeting minutes from the discussion.

ATTENDEES

· Chuck Sisk – Colorado Springs Utilities

· Cliff Berthelot – Colorado Springs Utilities

· Jan Wagers – Colorado Springs Utilities

· Bob Easton – Western Area Power Administration

· Jared Griffiths – Western Area Power Administration

· Eric Egge – Black Hills Colorado Electric
· Mark Graham – Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association

· Gerry Stellern – Xcel Energy

· Tom Green – Xcel Energy

· John Collins – Platte River Power Authority

· Pam Pederson – Intermountain Rural Electric Association

· Walt Jones – Intermountain Rural Electric Association

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION
Introductions, meeting accommodations and note-taking responsibilities were covered.

The need for a planning group focused on the DEEP SC footprint as was presented to the CCPG was reviewed.  The role of a CCPG Sub-Committee as outlined in the CCPG Charter was reviewed, and it was agreed by attendees that the DEEP SC meets the definition of a CCPG Sub-Committee.
It was agreed that the DEEP SC would be an open forum in accordance with the provisions of FERC Order 890.  To accomplish this, the following steps will be taken:

· An invitation to participate will be sent to the CCPG mailing list

· A similar invitation to participate will be posted to the WestConnect web site along with other documents relating to the business of the DEEP SC
· A DEEP SC mailing list will be developed to include individuals or entities responding to the above invitations to participate

· The DEEP SC email list will receive meeting announcements, meeting minutes and other materials pertinent to the business of the DEEP SC
· It will be the responsibility of the owners of the email addresses to notify the DEEP SC of changes to their email contact information
· In accordance with the CCPG Charter, the DEEP SC will provide updates on its activities at the regularly scheduled meetings of the CCPG

As provided in the CCPG Charter, the group nominated Chuck Sisk of Colorado Springs Utilities to serve as Chair for the DEEP SC for the first two-year term.  Duties and responsibilities of the Chair were discussed and agreed to as follows:

· Serve as the DEEP SC representative on the CCPG Steering Committee as outlined in the CCPG Charter:  “The Steering Committee will consist of the Oversight Committee Chair and Vice Chair and the Chairs of each of the subcommittees and work groups. “

· Serve a two-year term 

· Manage meeting arrangements, agendas, minutes, email list, and presentations to CCPG on behalf of the sub-committee

The group decided that a separate DEEP SC Charter document was not necessary, but that a DEEP SC Study Plan as required by the CCPG Charter should be developed.  Chuck Sisk will draft this Study Plan and distribute to meeting attendees for review.  The group agreed to set a goal of presenting this Draft Study Plan to the CCPG as a part of its report at the April 22, 2010 meeting.
An overview of the load-flow studies conducted by Colorado Springs Utilities showing the need for regional studies as outlined below was presented:
· Overloads appearing >5 & <10 years

· Monument Area

· CSU 115kV:  Cottonwood-Kettle Creek-Flying Horse-Monument, Cottonwood-Briargate 

· Xcel 115kV:  Monument-Palmer, Castle Rock-Wolfsbt 

· Tri-State @ Fuller:  230/115kV Autotransformer

· Midway Area

· CSU:  Propose increase intertie capability

· WAPA:  Midway 230/115kV Autotransformer

A summary of alternative solutions identified by Colorado Springs Utilities to relieve overloading on its system was presented.  It was also noted that these alternatives did not relieve overloading on neighboring systems.  Other transmission providers represented shared some of their observations of system performance in the area of concern outlined above.
Generator interconnection requests within the DEEP SC footprint were discussed.  It was decided that these were outside of the scope of the DEEP SC focus, and would be referred to the Large Generator Interconnection Process.
The following proposed study outline was discussed:

I. Selection and development of base case(s)

II. Planning criteria (overload, voltage, other)

III. N-0 & N-1 evaluation of base case(s)

IV. Develop alternatives

V. GOAL:  Present first stage preliminary results at August CCPG meeting

VI. Determine next steps

Selection of a base case for initial studies was discussed.  The group agreed to pursue obtaining a version of the 2020 heavy summer system model developed as a base case for the High Plains Express Studies as a basis for the initial DEEP SC study effort.

Criteria to be used in the studies was discussed.  The group agreed to use the same criteria used by the CCPG NERC Compliance Sub-Committee.

Next steps and assignment of responsibilities (see assignments) were discussed, and the meeting was adjourned.

ASSIGNMENTS

	ASSIGNMENT
	LEAD

	Draft 2010 DEEP SC Study Plan, circulate for comment, and present to CCPG at April meeting
	Chuck Sisk, Colorado Springs Utilities

	These meeting minutes
	Chuck Sisk, Colorado Springs Utilities

	Send invitation to participate to CCPG mailing list
	Chuck Sisk, Colorado Springs Utilities

	Post invitation to participate to WestConnect web site
	Chuck Sisk, Colorado Springs Utilities

	Perform duties of DEEP SC Chair
	Chuck Sisk, Colorado Springs Utilities

	Obtain copy of 2020 HPX base case and route for review
	Chuck Sisk, Colorado Springs Utilities


