To:                    TEPPC-2009StudyRequests@wecc.biz 

From:               Bob Easton – Western Area Power Administration, RMR

                        Chairman, WestConnect Planning Management Committee

                        Jerry Smith - KRSA

                        WestConnect Planning Manager
Subject:           WestConnect 2009 Economic Study Request of TEPPC

The WestConnect Planning Management Committee (PMC) respectfully requests TEPPC to perform/provide the Economic Transmission Planning Study described below in its TEPPC 2009 study cycle.  The WestConnect PMC submits this formal request as a result of action taken at its Annual Planning Meeting on January 14, 2009. This request is submitted in accordance with the TEPPC Protocol.
Background:
The WestConnect PMC requested that the 2008 TEPPC Study Plan include all studies necessary to update the status of congestion for all three types of congestion areas identified by the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) for the Western Interconnection in its 2006 report. TEPPC responded by incorporating that request in its portfolio Case # 6, 7, and 8. The priorities of those portfolios’ cases were such that they have not been performed as of January 2009. The only 2008 TEPPC results available relevant to WestConnect’s 2008 request is the historical analysis of WECC rated paths assembled by TEPPC’s Historical Analysis Work Group. Therefore, the WestConnect PMC resubmits its prior request for inclusion in TEPPC’s 2009 Study Plan.
2009 Request: 
The WestConnect PMC requests that the TEPPC 2009 Study Plan include all studies necessary to update the status of existing and potential congestion in future years for all Critical Congestion Areas, Conditional Congestion Areas and Congestion Areas of Concern within the Western Interconnection identified by the DOE in its 2006 report. The study should also establish the effectiveness of planned WestConnect transmission improvements in mitigating such congestion. The 2008 WestConnect Transmission Plan is accessible on the WestConnect Website at: http://www.westconnect.com/filestorage/Final_2008_Plan_Complete.pdf 
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