WestConnect

Flow-Based Market Investigation Work Group

Meeting #3

March 27, 2006, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm MST

SRP Operations Building, Tempe AZ

Agenda/Meeting Minutes

1. Welcome and Introductions

Ron Belval TEP

Charlie Reinhold WestConnect

Jim McMorran NPC
Chuck Falls SRP

Wendy Weathers SRP
Laurel Whisler SRP

Jagjit Singh OATI

Keith Tynes SPP

Paul Sorenson OATI
Jerry Smith APS

Joe Taylor Xcel

2. Discussion of Documents Needing Review

a. MAPP Policies and Procedures 12/16/05 Version – This document was discussed briefly

b. Jerry Smith’s Paper – Bob Johnson (PSCo) provided some comments to the document regarding potential degradation of existing owner contract path rights under certain flow based scenarios.

c. Work Group charter – No comments to the existing charter

d. Others?

3. Southwest Power Pool Presentation

Keith Tynes, Manager of Planning, SPP – Mr. Tynes provided an overview of the Southwest Power Pool’s transition from a contract path to a flow based model for assessing ATC in SPP operations.  He also provided background information on SPP itself and its growth from a regional reliability council to an RTO.   The presentation was not handed out; however, Mr. Tynes will be providing the presentations to Joe who will upload them to the new WestConnect web site prior to the next meeting.  SPP currently has 88 flowgates it monitors in its footprint, plus about 30 more first tier flowgates.  First tier indicates a control area that connects to, but is not a member of, SPP.  He also explained his opinion that, when first implemented, the flowgate system resulted in less transmission service being available, but that amount has increased over time as the “low hanging fruit” of system upgrades were identified and constructed by the TOs.

4. OATI Presentation

Paul Sorenson, OATI – Mr. Sorenson handed out his presentation.  OATI has developed the tools that are used by MAPP (webTrans) and for UFAS in WECC (webSas).  WebTrans is being used as well as a seams mitigation tool for an overarching seams agreement that encompasses MISO, MAPP, PJM, TVA and SPP.  He provided details on how that software is or will be used to determine shares of seams integration paths and using of unused flowgate capacity.  Jagit Singh of OATI, answering a question, opined he thought there could be several hundred flowgates in WECC.

5. Other Learning Opportunities/Ideas

a. Entergy (Jerry, Chuck) – Jerry and Chuck reported they will be in a meeting also attended by their Entergy contacts and will try to get Entergy to provide some information on their system.

b. ABB (Charlie) – ABB is busy with international work and couldn’t make this meeting.  Charlie will try to get them to attend and present at the next meeting.

c. MAPP (Charlie) – Likewise, MAPP could not be at this meeting but Charlie continues to try to get them in front of the group.

d. Others? – Alstom, GE, Areva and Siemens were mentioned as potential presenters at future events.

6. Next Steps/Assignments – See above

7. Next Meeting(s) – May 16, 2006, 9 am – 3 pm at Sierra Pacific Offices in Reno, NV

8. Adjourn:  3 pm

