Notes
WestConnect Steering Committee
Conference Call Meeting #66
August 17, 2010

8:00 am – 10:00 am PDT, Arizona time
9:00 am – 11:00 am MDT

Dial-In #: 1-866-699-3239
Conference Code: 205 320 20
(CR Draft 09-01-10)
1. Introductions/Arrangements – All
2. Determination of a Quorum – Smith
A quorum was present.

3. Approval of Agenda – All

The Agenda was approved.

4. Approval of Meeting #65 Notes – Reinhold

A minor correction on page 2 had been forwarded for inclusion changing “Planning Management Committee” to Pricing Management Committee” in the Pricing report.  The notes were approved as revised.

5. Finance Report – Gardanier
The energy to load numbers need to be updated for development of the 2011 cost allocations.  Reinhold will poll the Steering Committee for the updates.

IRS may change its rules for the issuance of 1099 forms.  The change may require WestConnect to acquire a taxpayer identification number.  Brian requested all to check with their companies’ requirements in that regard.

Steering Committee expenses remain under budget.  Five invoices are outstanding.

Planning expenses continue under the fixed price contract.  Three invoices are outstanding.
6. Project Manager’s Report – Reinhold

A. Monthly Activities – Reinhold
B. Market Enhancement Initiatives
1. Joint Initiatives – Reinhold
Joint Initiatives activities remain pretty much unchanges this month.  The Intra Hour Scheduling group is still targeting automated implementation of intra-hour schedules on the half hour by July 1, 2011, and many transmission providers have committed to that date.

ITAP has 14 signatories and OATI is creating a Technical Steering Committee for the development and testing of the products.  Initial meetings for the TSC will be held in September, and OATI and the ITAP participants are continuing the participation of the Joint Initiatives facilitators (Kristi Wallis and Charles Reinhold) in the TSC process.

DSS will require a second factory acceptance test, but still remains on schedule for an early September operations date.

2. Pricing – Reese

Pricing transactions continue to occur at a relatively high rate.  The Pricing Management Committee will meet October 6 to begin discussion of an action plan anticipating the end of the Pricing Experiment on June 30, 2011.

3. Virtual Control Area – Avery

ADI continues to be suspended, and the settlement activities agreed upon by the participants is slow to be implemented by BPA, the host for the settlements activity.
For Joint Initiatives projects, the second DSS Factory Acceptance Test was conducted on August 4.  A follow-on test to determine validity of current fixes is scheduled for next week.  Production operation is scheduled for September 3.  User training is in the process of being scheduled in October.

Reliability based controls activities continue with few issues.  Data from the relaxing of controls is available on the WECC website.  A full report will be published in January, 2011.

Markhas issued a survey to the WestConnect TPs to determine what their positions are regarding intra-hour scheduling.  Responses are requested by August 31.  WestConnect’s goal is to meet the Joint Initiatives target date of intra-hour scheduling consistency by July 1, 2011.  Mark was asked to provide a copy of the survey to the Steering Committee.

Mark’s written report is attached below.

4. Energy Imbalance Service Market Investigation – Taylor

The Work Group had a meeting on July 21 for an in-depth seminar on the SPP imbalance market presented by Sam Ellis from SPP.

Joe addressed the Western Power Issues Roundtable on Efficient Dispatch Toolkit activities in Washington, DC in early August where FERC staff was a key part of the audience.  

WECC will be hosting a training sesson on EDT on October 5, in Salt Lake City.

A discussion of EDT implementation was proposed for the next Steering Committee meeting.  There was a request to have a formal framework for that discussion prepared prior to the meeting.  Steve Beuning was asked to prepare the appropriate information.

5. LGIP – Henrickson

A revised copy of the LGIP Position Paper has been circulated to the probably filers for comment.
C. Regional Planning – Harper

John Lucas has stepped down as Planning Management Chair as a result of a promotion within APS, and Mark Graham from Tri-State has taken over the reins.

1. MOD – 029 Impact

TEP, APS, & SRP spent a day with Nathan Halladay from PowerGEM to get a better understanding of how PowerGEM might be able to help them ensure compliance with the MODs. PowerGEM has worked with PJM and is currently working with other Eastern utilities on this issue. A potential outcome could be the development of a bubble within central Arizona equivalent to a flowgate.  


There is a panel discussion on this topic during the Joint Planning meetings later this week.  A lot of information gathering is taking place for further education.  MOD-029 compliance is required April 1, 2011.

2. Aug 18, 19 Joint CCPG/SSPG/SWAT Meeting

There was also discussion of the Transmission Planning and Cost Allocation NOPR.  The comment deadline has been extended until September 30.  The WestConnect comments will continue to emphasize the successful planning and joint participation processes in the west.
D. Website – Carroll/Reinhold

The new document search function is still not yet ready for testing, but should be available with the next few weeks.

7. Legal Subcommittee – Lindy Fisker

Reinhold to poll Steering Committeee for Planning representatives for NOPR comments.
8. WGA Grid Utilization Working Group - Reinhold

9. 2010 Meeting Schedule – Smith 

The next meeting is in Reno on September 21 in SPP’s offices.

10. Action Items – Reinhold

· Reinhold to update the WestConnect Statistics for budget purposes.

· All to check on tax requirements for processing WestConnect payments (need for WestConnect to acquire a taxpayer identification number).

· Avery to distribute the intra-hour survey to the Steering Committee for information.

· Beuning, Whisler & Reinhold to prepare a discussion framework document regarding the implementation of EIS and potential RTO organization within the WestConnect footpring.

· Reinhold to poll WCSC for Planning representatives to provide NOPR comments and provide a final draft at the WCSC meeting on September 21.

11. Adjournment
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ATTENDANCE:  

	
	Name
	Company
	Phone
	e-mail

	
	Bob Smith
	APS
	602-371-6909
	robert.smith@aps.com

	
	Brian Gardanier
	APS
	602-250-4733
	brian.gardanier@aps.com

	
	Steve Keene
	IID
	760-339-9550
	sjkeene@iid.com

	
	Vince Goicoechea
	NV Energy
	775-834-4708
	vgoicoechea@nvenergy.com

	
	Joe Taylor
	Xcel/PSCO
	303-571-7426
	Joseph.c.taylor@xcelenergy.com

	
	Gerald Deaver
	Xcel/PSCO
	303-571-7681
	Gerald.R.Deaver@xcelenergy.com

	
	Steve Beuning
	Xcel/PSCO
	303-571-2711
	Stephen.j.beuning@xcelenergy.com

	
	Craig Cameron
	SMUD
	916-732-5363
	CCamero@smud.org

	
	Gary Harper
	SRP
	602-236-4343
	Gary.Harper@srpnet.com

	
	Laurel Whisler
	SRP
	602-236-3854
	Laurel.Whisler@srpnet.com

	
	Mark Avery
	SRP
	602-236-3960
	mdavery@srpnet.com

	
	Jim Rein
	SWTC
	520-586-5116
	jrein@swtransco.coop

	
	Dave Shelton
	WAPA
	801-524-4012
	shelton@wapa.gov

	
	Charles Reinhold
	WestConnect
	208-253-6916
	reinhold@ctcweb.net


Virtual Balancing Authority Area Work Group Report
ADI Update of Events
Carol Opatrny August 16,2010. Excerpt from a note inquiring of ADI issues sent to BPA 8/04/10:
June:  ADI Operating Group reaches agreement on where ADI corrections reside (inadvertent interchange vs. interchange), with BPA acting as the common, “ADI BA”.

BCTC agreed with BPA on use of EIDE, not ICCP, to communicate ADI integrated, hourly corrections.

The ADI Agreement Group and Operating Group are supporting what has been described as necessary for BPA’s involvement.  The Host and the 16 other Participants are ready to un-suspend the tool and finish implementation.  The costs of adding participants, building the web-tool and purchasing equipment have been paid by the Participants. 

Bottom line: need to know where the agency is on: (1) support for the ADI tool (compliance); and, (2) whether or not the agency will support the WIT implementation.

From Carol Opatrny July 19, 2010:
ADI remains globally suspended.  The group participants have agreed to: (1) take the full correction calculated by the Host so to keep non-ADI Participants in the Western Interconnection whole; (2) implement a band around ADI corrections (expected to be 50 MW-hours, however this value can be easily changed) that will limit a participant’s accumulated correction and will eliminate the need for settlement among ADI Participants; and, (3) the Host will calculated hourly integrated ADI corrections for each Participant and will provide such information for BPA (via Electric Industry Data Exchange) who will act as the common “adjacent” BA for all ADI Participants and will enable accounting of hourly, integrated ADI corrections in the WECC Interchange Tool (WIT). There may be some inconsistency between the Host-calculated corrections and the actual corrections used by Participants due to latency of implementing corrections, however, a Versify screen will be added to track such. 

BPA is in the process setting up the mechanisms needed to provide this service to the group. There is no estimate of when they will be ready, however, efforts are underway to get a firm schedule.

DSS Update
The August 4 & 5 FAT revealed 3 issues.  One being the algorithm for allocating must take generation.  The solution appears to be to allocation based on transmission max capacity among multiple takers.  One issue with disabled objects being treated as live.  This lead to duplicate registered entities.  A third problem exist with getting a viable test of the ICCP performance.  There were numerous delays for which the cause could be clearly identified. 

Next FAT will be remote testing via webex – comprehensive testing on August 23-24th. 

Reliability Based Controls – No Change
Evaluation of data collected over the year ending Feb 28 ’11 will determine future of this experiment. 

WECC is looking for volunteer BAs to re-tune their AGC controls to take advantage of the relaxed CPS limits.  This should provide more will a more realistic field data.

Intra-hour Scheduling Update
Phone survey promised did not occur as planned.  Instead an email survey was issued Aug 16.  Along with the survey the WestConnect draft is attached.  We request that the survey be completed by Aug 31.

Members of the Joint Initiative group are investigating the possibility of scheduling “less than an hour transactions” in advance of the actual hour in addition to the scheduling a transaction within the same hour.
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