WestConnect

Transmission Products Work Group

Meeting #4

May 31, 2006, 2:00 to 3:00 pm MDT
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Meeting Minutes

1. Introductions

Ron Moulton, Luis Zaragosa, Dennis Malone, David Eubank, Raquel Aguilar, David Daer, Jessica Youle, Joe Taylor, Renee Hull

2. Discussion Items:

a. WSPP -- Contact was made with Duane Farmer of PNM, Chair of the WSPP Operating Committee, but Duane has not responded.  We’ll drop this one.

b. Conditional Firm Survey of Wind Industry:  Joe has not sent out the “must have” survey to the group, as the 888 Reform NOPR seems to address this product.  

c. Order 888 Reform NOI – Eubank will see if EEI summarized the results.   They have, but now that the NOPR has been issued, we should focus our attention on the NOPR.

d. Profiled Product:  Joe provided a paper describing the product for the group’s consideration earlier in the day. The paper was not reviewed by the group as the focus became the new NOPR.

e. Order 888 Reform NOPR (ER05-25) – FERC has presented conditional firm, hourly firm and re-dispatch as three new Tariff services.  Other than long-term firm, these are the only three products that this group has discussed.  As WestConnect, could we provide joint comments on any of these products?

i. Hourly Firm:  If all WestConnect members could support hourly firm, should we say so as a group in WestConnect’s comments?

ii. Re-dispatch Service:  Ron says this is a service already required, but that the NOPR requires it to be offered prior to a system impact study or otherwise in a different manner.

iii. Conditional Firm:  WAPA is very concerned about this product, but believes their long-term non-firm product is superior.   Eubank reported the Northwest utilities did not want this service because it would replace a robust re-sale market.  The NOPR requires forecasted maximum guaranteed curtailment hours in this product.  Could be product be used to ‘bridge the gap’ from the signing of a service agreement until the transmission upgrades required for firm service are constructed?  Relates to Section 19.7 of the Tariff which requires a similar though not identical product.  Other comments:  Creates planning horizon problems; make suggestions for how to make it better w/o supporting or opposing it.

3. Next Steps

a. Each committee member to read the portions of the NOPR that apply to new products (paragraph numbers 288-347) and decide, for their company, if they support the product, oppose it, or have comments to make it better or limit its scope.  This will form the basis for our discussions at the next call.

b. Joe to get with Jerry Smith to get a feel for the WestConnect joint comment process on the NOPR.

4. Next meeting:  Conference call, June 27, 2006, 2:30-3:30 pm MDT (1:30-2:30 pm Phoenix time) – Joe will send out call-in information under Outlook meeting notice.

5. Adjourn:  2:58 pm

