Agenda

WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting #37

March 20, 2008   9:00am - 2:00pm PDT

San Diego Marriott Mission Valley

8757 Rio San Diego Drive

San Diego, CA  92108

Meeting call in:  1-800-785-1428

Passcode:  7068955
Time
 I.
Introductions/Arrangements - All

 II.
Determination of a Quorum – Deise  A quorum was present.
II.
Approval of Agenda – All  No additions.
IV.
Approval of Meeting #36 Minutes – Beck  There were no additions or corrections, and the Minutes were approved.
V.
Communications Subcommittee - Reinhold/Wooley




A.  Communications of Pricing Experiment to Stakeholders  No report today.  A complete plan is being prepared but is not ready for prime time.



B.  Identification of Stakeholder Segments & Outreach Efforts  Again, no report.  A presentation will be targeted for the May 15 WCSC Meeting in Albuquerque.
Steve Beuning suggested the NEMA Event in Vancouver in May would be a good place to share information.  A WSPP meeting in April was also suggested.  Information should be forwarded to Charlie to determine whether WestConnect can participate and provide information.  Western Power Trading Forum is another group that can provide outreach opportunities.
I.
Finance Report - Gardanier  Financial reports had been distributed before the meeting and were discussed.  New invoices were received from BlackDawg Web Services for website maintenance and development activities.  Additional invoices are from Electric Resource Strategies and KRSaline & Associates.  JW Smith was asked to include website upgrades in the next budget.
The Regional Planning Invoice was discussed.  There are a  lot of planning activities concentrated in the November – February timeframe, but activity should level out at a reduced level for the rest of the year.




A.  Approval of Policy on Energy Load Value Reporting - Shelton  The draft policy had been distributed prior to the meeting.  Tri-State believes it should deduct its Western purchases from its energy allocation for WestConnect membership.  The general principle was discussed and the SC agrees that double accounting and no counting should be eliminated, but there were questions about what Western uses as its number.  The WCSC believes that whatever allocation method is used it should be simple to use.  The issue will be reserved for discussion at the May meeting.
VII.
Project Manager's Report - Reinhold


A.  Monthly Activities – Reinhold  Reinhold had sent out his monthly report to the group.  The presentation on Planning at the InfoCast Transmission Summit was well-received.  Some of the attendees picked up on the brief mention of the regional pricing experiment and asked for more information following the panel discussion.

JWSmith and Charlie met with the WestConnect members of the wesTTrans Technical Committee in El Paso to discuss alignment of scheduling timelines for the Pricing Experiment.  The TC reps agreed to open the reservation window at 7:00 a.m. Mountain Prevailing Time.  They also requested a meeting with the Pricing WG following FERC feedback on the Experiment to finalize technical requirements for the experiment and to draft business practices for the Experiment for posting on each TO’s OASIS site. 


B.  Market Enhancement Initiatives


      1.  Pricing – Richardson  The draft Filing Documents Package was forwarded to FERC Staff 2 weeks ago.  Representatives of the Pricing Work Group will meet with FERC Staff on March 24.  Members of the Steering Committee asked that notes from the meeting be distributed.

      2.  Virtual Control Area - Smith, JW  BCTC is still projecting June 1 as an in-service date for the new participants.  It also appears that BPA may be joining along with the rest of the group on June 1.  SRP indicated their issue has been resolved and they will participate.  Excel has also signed the Addendum.  TEP needs some additional information, as does EPE.
It was suggested the WG provide analysis of performance of ADI once operations begin, including economic analysis of actual operations savings.

      3.  Transmission Products – Taylor  Planning Redispatch WG has not met, but OATI hosted a web conference for a few members to demonstrate the wesTTrans Bulleting Board.  The Board has somewhat limited value – it provides information but does not consummate transactions.  It could be used for third party offers and bids, but will not replace the TOs’ posting requirements under Order 890.

      4.  Flow Based Market Investigation – Taylor  No report, but a proposal may be available for the June meeting.

C.  Compliance Work Group – Shelton  No discussion.  Will be held for the May meeting.
VIII.
Project Updates


A.  Regional Planning – Harper  Cary Deise announced that Bob Smith is moving to a maintenance function and will be replaced as Planning Manager at APS by John Lucas.  The Planning Management Committee will need to replace Bob as Chair of the group.

      1.  Entegra TCC Rating Request  Entegra owns a power plant connected to the Palo Verde hub and has asked that the flow limits to the Palo Verde hub be reevaluated, including consideration of a thermal rating for that line segment.  Gary recommended having a group of planners or the TTC Work Group arm of the Regional Planning effort investigate and determine whether to pursue Entegra’s request.  With no dissent, Gary will forward the request on.

      2.  SWAT Short Circuit Working Group Funding Request  The SCWG needs to have a week of focused meeting effort to complete their database and request that the meeting room & meal expense be covered by WestConnect.  The projected expense is approximately $5,000 for a week-long meeting in Denver.  There was no dissent to having the meeting expense covered as a WestConnect meeting expense.

B.  ATC/CBM/TRM Implementation Documents (ID) - Smith, JW  All of the proposed NERC standards failed in the approval process, including the Rated System Path MOD for the Western Interconnection.  The Standards Development team has decided not to reissue the MODS for reballoting at this tiume to avoid duplicating the entire SAR process.  The team hopes to have revised drafts available for comment on May 17 and distribution to the NERC Board in November.  The process will require a request for more time to develop the Standards to FERC.
IX.
Website – Reinhold  The modifications for the Newsletter and self-registration of interest is nearing completion and should be active within a few weeks.  It was noted that the calendar descriptions for some meetings (including this one) are not up to date.  Charlie will keep the calendar more up to date.
X.
Legal Subcommittee - Lamoreaux




A.  Trademark / Trade Name  Preliminary thoughts are to modify the application to justify the trademark from a services based mark to a “think tank” product basis.  It would require withdrawing the existing application and refile with the revised basis.  The second piece involves who makes the application.  The recommendation is to create a legal entity; i.e. a simple non-profit corporation who would be the applicant for the mark.  Question whether Charlie could hold the trademark on behalf of WestConnect, but that would separate “ownership” of the mark from the TOs and would likely require some backup licensing arrangements.  The legal subcommittee was asked to continue pursuit of a method to acquire the trademark, including fleshing out the need for a more formal organization structure for WestConnect.
XI.
Meeting Schedule Attachment 1 - Deise

XII.
Action Items – Reinhold
· JW Smith to add a “website upgrades” line item to the next WestConnect Budget.
· Invite Karen Carroll to May meeting to provide an overview of changes to the website.
· Add WestConnect cost allocation policy as a discussion item for the May Agenda.
· Reinhold to distribute notes from the meeting with FERC Staff on March 24.

· Add discussion of a potential Compliance WG as a discussion item for the May Agenda.

· Add discussion of topics to raise at the WECC Annual/Board meeting to the April conference call agenda.
· Legal Subcommittee to continue investigation of trademark and potential for formalization of WestConnect as a legal organization.
· Entegra’s request to revise the transfer capability of the transmission line from the Gila Power Plant to the Palo Verde Hub will be forwarded to SWAT/Transfer Capability Work Group for evaluation.
XIII.
Adjournment

Attachment 1

WestConnect Steering Committee Meeting 2008 Schedule

Date






Location

April 14





Teleconference








(8am - 10am PDT / 9am - 11am MDT)
May 15






Albuquerque

June 19






Salt Lake City

July 24






Denver (TriState)

August 21





Teleconference

September 25





Reno

October 23





Sacramento

November 13





El Paso

December 18





Teleconference

Attendees:

	
	Name
	Company
	Phone
	e-mail

	1
	Cary Deise
	APS
	(602) 250-1232
	Cary.deise@aps.com

	2
	Jim McMorran
	SPPC/NPC
	775-834-4640
	jmcmorran@sppc.com

	3
	Laurel Whisler
	SRP
	602-236-3854
	ljwhisle@srpnet.com

	4
	Dennis Malone
	EPE
	915-543-5757
	dmalone@epelectric.com

	5
	Dill Ramsay
	TSGT
	303-254-3450
	dramsay@tristategt.org

	6
	Charles Reinhold
	WestConnect
	(208) 253-6916
	reinhold@globalcrossing.net

	7
	Joe Taylor
	Xcel energy
	303-308-6162
	joseph.c.taylor@xcelenergy.com

	8
	Jesse Montano
	IID
	760-482-3638
	jmontano@IID.com

	9
	Jerry W Smith
	APS
	602-250-1135
	Jerry.Smith@aps.com

	10
	Jim Rein 
	SW Transco
	520-586-5116
	jrein@swtransco.coop

	11
	Steve Beuning
	PSCO
	612-366-5976
	Stephen.J.Beuning@xcelenergy.com

	12
	Sheryl Torrey
	Sierra
	702-367-5888
	Torrey@nevp.com

	13
	Kelly Potter
	APS
	(602) 250-2512
	Kelly.potter@aps.com

	14
	Gary Harper
	SRP
	(602) 236-4343
	gary.harper@srpnet.com

	
	On Phone:
	
	
	

	15
	Tim Wooley
	Xcelenergy.com
	303-571-7227
	Timothy.b.woolley@xcelenergy.com

	16
	Greg Miller
	PNM
	505-241-4570
	gmiller@pnm.com

	17
	John Dalessi
	TANC
	(916) 631-4098
	jdalessi@navigantconsulting.com

	18
	David Lamoreaux
	TEP
	520-884-3655
	DLamoreaux@tep.com


